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Gretzky-gate less 
important than real life 


EMMA SASSE / emma vueweekly.com 
his week, I horrified my roommate—an ardent hockey fan who is 
| nonetheless among the least naive people 1 know—when I brazenly 
declared that 1 always suspected there was something not quite right 
about Wayne Gretzky. 

I enumerated a long list of corporate sponsorships: Ford, McDonalds, 
Folgers, Tylenol. My roommate is a much happier man when I stop prattling on 
about how his childhood hockey hero is actually a corporate whore. 

In the whole realm of things, whatever alleged gambling irregularities a hock- 
ey star or his wife get up to on their own time is irrelevant. Our preoccupations 
about celebrities' lives are based on artifice—they spend years and millions on 
crafting images, and we in turn spend millions on consuming something that isn't 
real. But our collective reverence for authority, for people we put on pedestals, 

our desire to see someone else living out our dreams—this is relevant indeed. File 
it under part of a larger problem—constructing unreal worlds so we don't have to 
go to the trouble of being responsible for the work of making our own reality. 

Celebrities get tidy labels and classifications—upstanding hockey hero or 
beautiful movie star—while the rest of us are left to reconcile the fake world 
with the messy real one of relationships and connections. The constant pres- 
ence of artifice creates interesting contradictions, expectations, and twisted 
responses. Don't like the way things are politically? Blame Stephen Harper or 
Paul Martin, and allow the media to get away with trivial, leader-obsessed 
pseudo-analysis, rather than having political life centre around our collective 
power as citizens. Don't like your life? Hide behind a computer screen, create 
a fake world on the Internet, pick fights in chatrooms or download unspeak- 
able pornography, rather than making more time for your family and friends, 
to whom you must be accountable for your actions. Feel you need to be spe- 
cial and beautiful too, just like those celebrities you see every day? Consume 
conspicuously and ensure your momentary happiness because you have 
something others don't—pulling you even further away from a sense of soli- 
darity with others. 

If, as everyone from spiritual leaders to social activists tell me, nothing is real 
but connection and relationships, then fake worlds atomize us, render us less 
than animal in our base, self-interested calculations, and, above all, absolve us 
of being accountable to one another. w 
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IN ANY CONTEXT, 
A SLUR IS A SLUR 


In Paul Matwychuk's review of the film 
Mrs Henderson Presents ("Tits vs 
Messerschmitts," Jan 12 - 19), he uses 
a racial insult—"Chinaman." 

This is very insulting no matter what 
the context and quite annoying to see in 
a usually progressive magazine like Vue. 
The writer could have easily have used 
others words like "ethnic Chinese." 

Please don't do this again as this act 
was just as revolting as using the n- 
word to describe a black guy. 

In fact, Vue should print an apology 
to readers, including all the Chinese 
who saw that word (which includes 
those people | showed this review too). 
PWING 


Response from Paul Matwychuk: 
When | referred to Judi Dench's outfit in 
a scene from Mrs Henderson Presents 
as a “Chinaman costume,” | was in the 
middle of a long sentence and so | was 
trying to come up with the shortest, 
most efficient description of it that 1 
could. Dench was decked out in one of 
those old-fashioned British pantomime 
get-ups (big-sleeved silk jacket, colour- 
ful silk trousers, white stockings, slip- 
pers, pigtail, whiteface, Fu Manchu 
mustache), and | think anyone in 1930s 
London who saw an actor dressed up 
that way would have said she was 
“dressed up like a Chinaman.” 

Of course, it's now 2006, a time when 
the word “Chinaman” is rightfully 
regarded as a racial slur, and in retro- 
spect | probably at the very least should 


WET 


have put quotation marks around the 
word when ! used it in my review as а 
way of clearly distancing myself from its 
racist connotations. | guess | was pretty 
blithe in my use of the word, but I didn't 
intend to give offence to any of Vue $ 
readers, and l certainly didn't put the 
word into the article just for the cheap 
thrill of getting a racist slur into print. 

Vue Weekly deeply regrets any 
offense readers may have taken. 


EUROPE $ ‘FREEDOM’ IS 
BASED ON CONTEMPT 


"Freedom of speech" was the sole justi- 
fication that Jyllands-Posten, a Danish 
newspaper, provided for printing offen- 
sive cartoons of the Muslim prophet 
Muhammad. However, to defend “free- 
dom" through mere derision is a product 
of insecurity and is also detrimental 
when that very freedom is contingent 
upon those in the position of power. 
Certainly, freedom of speech could 
have been celebrated through alternate 
means. But no, the Danish media specifi- 
cally targeted Islam for obvious reasons. 
Europe is a civilization that defines 
itself through nationalism and views 
Islam as an opposing entity that pre- 
vents full integration into European soci- 
ety. As a result, a belief of vulnerability 
regarding culture, heritage, and values 
begins to take shape. To compensate for 
these insecurities, these states glorify 
their own values at the expense of oth- 
ers. It is not surprising that the more 
nationalist states such as France and 


Germany were so quick to reprint the 
cartoons in their own newspapers. 

Not surprisingly, some Muslims have 
reacted by committing violent acts 
directly playing into the hands of the 
US, which wants to garner European 
support for the invasion of Iran. Others 
have employed the more effective and 
civilized method of boycotting Danish 
products, the result of which has the 
Danish economy reeling. 

The Danes have also brought the con- 
cept of freedom into question by conve- 
niently refusing to print Iranian cartoons 
about the Holocaust. Why is it that one 
can mock the Prophet Muhammad but 
cannot question the Holocaust? Authori- 
ty and influence dictate the degree of 
freedom. The value of freedom is not an 
inherent reality; it is simply a function of 
power. Unintentionally, Jyllands-Posten 
has exposed the double standards of its 
own values. 

The question we must ask is whether 
European achievements have so little 
merit that they might be praised in and 
of themselves rather than through con- 
tempt. Their insecurity has not only 
widened the gap between the Muslim 
world and the West; they have also 
made a mockery of themselves. 
AURANGZEB QURESHI 


Vue Weekly welcomes reader response, 
whether critical or complimentary. Send 
you opinion by тай Ме Weekly, 10303 
- 108 Street, Edmonton AB Т5Ј 117), by 
fax (780.428.2889) or by e-mail (let- 
ters@vueweekly.com). Preference is 
given to feedback about articles in Vue 
Weekly. We reserve the right to edit for 
length and clarity. 
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Spot the typo! 


We're not especially good spellers, as 
some of you are fond of pointing out, so. 
we can pretty much guarantee that there's 
а typo, grammatical error or some other 
boo-boo in this issue. The first person to 
send an e-mail to dan@vueweekly.com 
detailing such a find wins his or her pick 
from the astoundingly horrible pile of CDs 
and books in our offices. 


Your pusher 
wants to 
know more 
about you 


ROSS MOROZ / ross@vueweekly.com 
Ibertans battling winter illness- 
A: will soon need to provide 
pharmacists with private infor- 
mation to purchase over-the-counter 


cold and flu remedies, 
A ruling this week from the 


3 OY | $: province's privacy commissioner con- 
T Ї 1 n firms that pharmacists can demand a 
M A А, ү) name, address and medical info from 


patients seeking insulin—or any other 


Schedule 2 drug, including many cold 
and flu medications. A Schedule 2 
drug does not require a prescription, 
but must be doled by a pharmacist. 
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RADIO FREE EDMONTON) = 
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for dance fest 


EXPANSE NURTURES FUSION BETWEEN DANCERS 


JOSEF BRAUN / joset@vuewoekly.com 


en it comes to performance space, 
size matters. Which isn't to say that 
any size is more potent than anoth- 


er; on the contrary, it isn't the difference 
between great and minor, but grandiose and 
intimate, the tidal scale of opera and the 
seductiveness of a whisper 

Theatre arrives at truth through varying 
levels of artifice, but in the smallest of spaces, 
shadows and the tools of illusion are mini- 
mized most disconcertingly (and tantalizing- 
ly). There is simply no place for the performer 
to hide 

Tapping into the power of a particularly 
compact space is the enduring challenge for 
the Living Room Playhouse (formerly Azimuth 
Theatre) when addressing their own stage, à 
6.5-metre by three-metre space that the audi- 
ence literally surrounds. 

Thus, when Living Room Artistic Producer 
Murray Utas initially approached Amber Borot- 
sik about bringing more dance to the space, 
Borotsik immediately thought of Dances for 
Small Stages, the festival that began as a suc- 
cessful series of dance works performed in 
Toronto bars before migrating over to Vancou 
ver. There it has reinvented itself to now 
include dances in bathtubs and closets 

Limited dimensions never struck Borotsik as 
anything less than an exciting challenge. “The 
dance takes up your entire field of vision,” 
Borotsik says of experiencing dance in a small 
space. “It’s all around you, becoming a more 
visceral experience. I've always been more 
interested in the truth of a performance, a 
sense of a dancer's authentic self at work. So 
for me, watching a dancer trying to hold a bal 
ance up close, being able to see that effort, 
right down to the little tendon that’s vibrating 
in their ankle, is something very special.” 


FINANCED ENTIRELY through rigorous private 
fundraising, Living Room’s first Expanse New 
Works Dance Festival, which was also curat- 
ed by Borotsik and featured five new pieces 
from five local choreographers, was a surprise 
success by every measure 

This inspired the company to organize a 
second Expanse, which begins next week 
(Wed, Feb 22) and will feature eight new 
works spread across three thematically driven 
programs, as well as workshops and late- 
night salons 

Expanse has the potential to help the 
emerging local dance community reach a 
broader audience—one that normally might 
only be aware of the more high profile work 
regularly hosted by Brian Webb Dance Compa- 
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ny—as well as audiences more commonly 
found attending plays 

The Living Room Playhouse has already 
established itself as a place for dance during 
NeXtFest, and Borotsik, whose background is 
likewise largely in theatre, represents one of 
many Edmonton artists nurturing the fusion of 
varied performance disciplines and their 
respective audiences 

In trying to describe her own relationship to 
Edmonton's dance community, the Brandon, 
Manitoba-bred Borotsik initially says she feels 
like “an outsider,” but later changes that classi- 
fication to “visitor,” and still later corrects it to 
“guest.” There is the sense that thanks to her 
role in Expanse, and the abundant enthusiasm 
she and the Living Room are charging it with, 
things are getting cosier by the minute 

"| trained in ballet, but I don't have a natural 
dancer's body," Borotsik explains, "so I would 
just dance in my basement. And doing that I 
was able to figure out how my own body 
worked. After graduating from the BFA [pro- 
gram] in Acting, | began to produce my own 
work, and in doing that, I gradually got to 
know the dance community." 


WITH EXPANSE, Borotsik emphasizes her inter- 


est in creating a space for new work, an envi- 
ronment where dancers are able to share 
ideas, make connections and inspire one and 
other 

From this comes interdisciplinary dialogue 
Borotsik's own background and varied inter- 
ests leads her to dispose of any rigid definition 
of "dancer" in favour of performance artists 
whose work simply falls outside existing routes 
of development 

"Edmonton's known for its plays and play- 
wrights and there's a well-established system 
of support for that medium," Borotsik 
observes. "But I'm getting a lot of submissions 
from artists who are interested in theatrical 
work that doesn't quite exist in that script- 
based world." 

The criteria for Expanse are fittingly open- 
ended in terms of choreographic language 
and style; the only characteristic desired is 
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Saving the planet, 


one orgasm at a time 
GIVING ‘NATURE LOVER’ A WHOLE NEW MEANING 


GREGORY DICUM / featurewell.com 
Ts and Leona are having 
Sex on a tree stump in the mid- 
dle of a Norwegian clearcut. 
Leona, with a mop of brown dreads 
and a lip ring, looks dreamily across 
the demolished forest as Tommy, a lit- 
tle shaggy in nothing but a knit hat, 
works his magic. 

A few minutes before their clearcut 
sex, Leona and Tommy stood at the 
same spot lecturing the camera about 
the evils of industrial forestry. But 
now they're moaning in feral ecstasy, 
overcoming the powerful negativity of 
the place—the broken branches and 
dried-out logs—with the juices of the 
life force itself. 

Their exploits are being filmed for 
fuckforforest.com, a porn site with a 
difference. Along with raw, explicit 
images and videos, FFF is well- 
stocked with facts about the world's 
forests. Naked sylphs share the page 
with graphs of forest loss over time 
and exhaustive lists of the benefits 
tropical rainforests provide to society. 

With backgrounds in green theater 
and teaching troubled teens, Leona 
Johansson, 21, and Tommy Hol 
Ellingsen, 28, wanted to do more than 
just protest the state of the world— 
they wanted to make a difference. 

To them, eco-porn was the obvious 
choice. "Porn makes really really a lot 
of money," Tommy says in his soft 
Norwegian accent, “50 why not use 
that money for good?" 

Indeed. In its first year of operation 
this unlikely project has raised more 
than $100 000 for rainforest protection 
through the sale of paid memberships. 
But so far the money hasn't found a 
home—the very idea of harnessing the 
power of porn in the service of the 
planet seems to be a little too much 
for most environmental groups. 


WHEN THEY STARTED out, the pair 
managed to get seed funding from the 
Norwegian government. “We said we 
were starting an alternative environ- 
mental organization,” says Tommy. 

But even Norway has its limits. In 
front of 5 000 people at a music festi- 
val last year, the couple delivered a 
talk about human impacts on natural 
forests. Shedding his clothes, Tommy 
asked the crowd “How far are you 
willing to go to try to save nature?” He 
and Leona, grinning, then launched 
into a raunchy demonstration of pre- 
cisely how far they'll go for the forest. 
Front and centre on top of a speaker, 
the pair ground into each other while 
a local band played a heavy metal 
dirge called “Go Forth and Fuck.” 

Leona and Tommy, along with the 
band, were charged by authorities in 
Kristiansand, Norway with the offense 
of staging a public sex show. When 
Tommy dropped his pants in the 
courtroom, the couple was fined the 
€quivalent of $1 500 each, but they 
Tefused to pay. Instead, they moved to 
more liberal-minded Berlin, where 
FFF is now produced. 

The notoriety has done wonders for 


š ENVIRONMENT 


FFF. Norwegian news outlets covered 
the trial with the sort of overblown 
salaciousness typical of media in 
quest of cheap ratings. Yoko Ono— 
whose 1969 Bed-Ins for Peace with 
John Lennon made international 
headlines—reportedly called the 
whole affair the best art project she 
had seen in Norway. 

The site now has more than 1 000 
paying members, and its forest fund 
continues to grow. Even better, FFF is 
getting help from all over the world— 
ranging from detailed ecological data 
for the site to donations of porno- 
graphic imagery and video. 

The unorthodox approach hasn't 
ingratiated FFF to mainstream environ- 
mental organizations, which Leona 
and Tommy feel are too prudish to 
embrace the potential of porn—or 
even to accept their money. 

“WWE Norway didn't want to speak 
with us—they pushed us out of the 
office," says Tommy. "We wrote to 
ММЕ in the Netherlands; they said 
they couldn't take our money either 
After the court case, suddenly nobody 
wanted to talk to us at all." 


AS IF BEING on the lam from the Nor- 


wegian courts and getting the cold 
shoulder from environmental groups 
weren't enough, FFF's sudden success 
has swamped Leona and Tommy, 
who still operate the site entirely 
themselves. They bear the brunt not 
just of most of the copulation on the 
site, but also the web page creation, 
billing, and other business elements. 

"The project is too big for us 
alone—we're sitting in front of the 
computer 24 hours a day now," 
Tommy told me. ^We never imagined 
it would be so big so fast. Now we 
want it to become more like a com- 
munity—we want people to be able to 
run it and upload content without us." 

It's a considerable achievement for 
à shoestring organization of two peo- 
ple that's been in operation for less 
than two years, suggesting that the 
pair has tapped into an undiscovered 
fundraising wellspring. Can porn save 
the planet? "We wanted to create a 
trap to capture a lot of people who 
were never interested in the forest but 
were interested in sex—everyone's 
interested in sex," says Tommy. "Many 
of these people have never given to 
the environment before." 

For Tommy and Leona it's more 
important that visitors to the site 
peruse fuckforforest.com's environ- 
mental material than the photos of 
the two of them in a leather-and-latex 
fleshpile in a Berlin sex club. 

"We believe in the spirituality of 
nature," says Tommy. “fuckforforest is 
something we really believe in. For us 
sexuality is something really natural 
We don't do it to provoke—it is the 
right thing to do and it helps connect 
to spiritual nature" w 
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| have long said | graduated from the 
Malcolm X school of rhetoric and to 
prove it again, | am announcing here and 
now at the top of my lungs that Malcolm 
X was as queer as a three-dollar bill. 

| can hear the groans already, but 
how much clearer can | be? Malcolm X 
sucked cock. 

Now | know there are plenty of black 
activists out there who will tell me to shut 
up already. But Malcolm's bisexuality has 
been an open secret for years, at least 
since the -publication of author Bruce 
Perry's acclaimed 1991 biography 
Malcolm: The Life of a Man Who Changed 
Black America. 

In a controversial essay published in 
The Guardian \ast May 19, on what would 
have been Malcolm's 80th birthday, 
British gay activist Peter Tatchell, a friend 
of this column, wrote, “Perry's book docu- 
ments Malcolm X's many gay experi- 
ences, A schoolmate, Bob Bebee, recalls 
the day they stumbled on a local boy jerk- 
ing off. Malcolm, Bebee recalled, ordered 
the youth to masturbate him, and subse- 
quently boasted he had given him oral 
sex. Later, from the age of 20, Malcolm 
had sex with men for money—as hinted 
at in Spike Lee's 1992 biopic—and he had 
at least one sustained sexual liaison with 
a man. While living in Flint, Michigan, his 
roommate noticed that instead of sleep- 
ing in the room they were sharing, 
Malcolm sneaked down the hall ta spend 
the night with a gay transvestite named 
Willie Mae." 

Tatchell continues, "In New York, two 
of Malcolm's friends from Michigan 
remember bumping into him at the YMCA, 
where Malcolm bragged he earned money 
servicing ‘queers.’ Later, Malcolm worked 
as a butler to a wealthy Boston bachelor, 
William Раш Lennon. According to 
Malcolm's sidekick Malcolm Jarvis, he 
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was paid to sprinkle Lennon with talcum 
powder and bring him to orgasm. Perry 
suggests that Malcolm's gay encounters 
may not have been entirely financially 
motivated. His masculine insecurities and 
ambivalence towards women fit the 
archetype of a repressed gay man and 
point to latent homosexuality.” 

Sure, Malcolm got married and had 
children. But he'd seen the black estab- 
lishment crucify the openly gay activist 
Bayard Rustin, deputy director of Dr 
Martin Luther Kings March on 
Washington on Aug 28, 1963. 
Homophobic congressman Adam Clayton 
Powell Jr demanded that Dr King drop 
Rustin lest Powell tell the press that King 
and Rustin were lovers. So King—to 
whom Rustin had taught non-violent 
protest at the 1956 Montgomery bus boy- 
cott—fired Rustin. 

Eventually the elder statesman of civil 
rights A Philip Randolph agreed to organ- 
ize the march only if Rustin could work 
with him, and other civil rights leaders 
agreed because they wanted Randolph. 

Life would have been a whole lot 
tougher for Malcolm had the puritanical 
Nation of Islam known about his own sex- 
ual history and desires. Had he lived, | 
believe Malcolm—along with Dr King— 
would have come to embrace the gay civil 


supported 
term d Ж p say, supported himself 


queer 


rights movement, just like the late 
Rosetta Scott King did after her husband's 
assassination. 

"For many years now, | have been an 
outspoken supporter of civil and human 
rights for gay and lesbian people," 
Rosetta Scott King said in her keynote 
speech at the 25th-anniversary luncheon 
for the US Lambda Legal Defense and 
Education Fund in 1998. "Gays and les- 
bians stood up for civil rights in 
Montgomery, Selma, in Albany, GA and St 
Augustine, FL, and many other campaigns 
of the civil rights movement. Many of 
these courageous men and women were 
fighting for my freedom at a time when 
they could find few voices for their own, 
and | salute their contributions." 

Mrs King added, "Homophobia is like 
racism and anti-Semitism and other forms 
of bigotry in that it seeks to dehumanize a 
large group of people, to deny their 
humanity, their dignity and personhood. 
This sets the stage for further repression 
and violence that spread all too easily to 
victimize the next minority group." 

| have no doubt that Malcolm X would 
have added his voice to the growing cho- 
rus supporting gay civil rights. 

"We want gay equality,” Malcolm 
would have demanded, "and we will get it 
by any means necessary." м 
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The МНЕ is on hiatus during the Olympic 
break, leaving the Oilers in eighth place 
in the Westem Conference. They are four 
points ahead of the ninth-place Anaheim 
Mighty Ducks and only four points out of 
fifth place in the tight Western standings. 

Enjoy the Olympics, because March 
and April will be a frickin’ nightmare. 


REPEAT AFTER US: NO BASKETBALL ves 
you, Ethan Moreau. Well, | don't think it 
could be put any more eloquently than 
coach Craig MacTavish put it. The Oilers 
essentially "limped into the barn" to start 
the Olympic break. Hopefully the time off 
will be put to good use (resting up, heal- 
ing wounds, addressing certain manpow- 
er situations) and not other frivolous 
pursuits (say, pickup basketball). There's 
only a month and a half left in the season 
and any teams that slump during this 
stretch could end up having more time off 
on April than they really want. T8 


OLYMPIC FATIGUE The Olympics may or 
may not help the Oilers on the road to the 
playoffs. In the stupidly scary northwest 
division, every game after the Oly Break 
may make the difference between making 
or not making the playoffs. Edmonton has 
four players competing in the Olympics 
(Smyth, Pronger, Hemsky and Spacek) and 
Calgary has only three. Colorado has a 
whopping 11 players in Torino, Vancouver 


Studio 58.. 


has five, while Minnesota has four players 
out there. So, after what has been a gru- 
elling schedule already with back-to-back 
games and more of the same in the home 
stretch, it all comes down to who is more 
rested after this short break. While the 
Olympic experience may energize some 
players (read: players from the winning 
team), Colorado and Vancouver will hope- 
fully be a little tired—kind of like ТВ 
commentary. That may help the Oil out. DY 


TB KNOWS WOMEN Okay, so I'm going 
to go out on a limb here and call it: the 
Canadian women will win hockey gold. 
know, | know. That's an easy one. And 
frankly, it should be for the team. | don't 
like how the Americans have re-tooled 
and Canada has handled them pretty well 
lately. The US will still most likely win sil- 
ver, though, and Sweden will pass third- 
ranked Finland to take bronze. The Italian 
women, much like the men's team, may or 
may not actually score a goal. TB 


OILER FATIGUE Once we're back from 
Torino, starting March 1, the Oilers will 
have a game every second day until the 
season is over with only three exceptions. 
On March 19 and 20, fans will get a two- 
day break. April 4, 5, 14, 15 and 16 will 
be the only other breaks. Say bye-bye to 
your friends and a normal life. Say hello 
to watching the schedule, seeing what 
other teams need to lose and watching 
the Oilers flirt with a playoff spot. 0Y 


АЕ IF YOU 00, DAMNED ІР YOU 


So the Canadian women beat the 
hell out of Italy 16-0. Then they went on 
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е hockey We're'sufe we'll Wini 


to whoop Russia 12-0 and Sweden 8-1. 
Inevitably, some people are complaining 
that they were classless in running up the 
score. Of course, if we'd only won 5-0, 
people would be running around in cir- 
cles, wondering if we were ready for the 
tournament. What would these people 
like the team to do? Score 10 goals, then 
just play keepaway for a period? That 
would be even more embarrassing. l'm 
sure that the Italians would rather they 
just keep playing hockey. That's what 
they're there to do. Didn't hear the Ital- 
ians complaining. TB 


NIT-0-LYM-PICKING | still can't figure 
out what took longer: the opening cere- 
monies of the 20th Winter Olympiad or 
the Mark Messier jersey retirement 
There may have been more flag-waving 
at the Rangers event, though. While it is 
a physically demanding activity, sequined 
bullfighter outfits do not make the quys 
look cool or macho or the activity any 
more worthwhile to watch. А bull sliding 
around the ice, however, would be. DY 


CONTRACT EXTENSION NOW it was 
pretty obvious last Sunday that Ales 
Hemsky is excited about the Olympics 
and in two weeks, the rest of the hockey 
world will know what a gem the Oilers 
have. He literally flew around the ice in 
the St Louis game, making clever plays 
and hitting everything that moved 
(including Shawn Horcoff). Hemsky was 
given a seal of approval by no less than 
Jaromir Jagr, who covets the Oiler 
winger for his Czech line over the many 
other Czech superstars. DY w 
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= DARREN ТЕНКО 

ШЇ @vueweekly.com 
As | bring myself to type this, I'm sitting on 
a virtual barstool in a bleak cavern called 
"Moonshine Casino,” sharing a drink they 
call Loneliness with some kind of wolf- 
man, some kind of tiger-man, some kind of 
goth-man (-woman?) and a nondescript 
nothing nobody whose face is as bland as 
his unprinted T-shirt. 

You'd think this wacky bunch of Whyte 
Ave-meets-Night Breed misfits would have 
a lot to talk about, but there's really not 
much to say. We're all just "camping"—in 
exchange for keeping his establishment's 
traffic numbers up, the proprietors pro- 
grammed the stools to pay us out two 
bucks for every five minutes we sit here. 

All we have to do is jiggle the mouse 
every 20 minutes so we don't fall asleep 
at the bar. Camps like this are the corner- 
stone of the Second Life economy. 

The exchange rate sits at about one 
American dollar to 250 Second Life 
Lindens, but if you're not putting real- 
world money into your wolf-man's pocket, 
there are lots of ways to build up a stake 
in this virtual reality. 

For one, you can literally pick money off 
trees. You have to get there first, of 
course; this morning there was an hour or 


7 


50 of system downtime, and when things 
came back up, | raced like a madman 
around the SL globe, teleporting from 
money tree to money tree. 

Six trees and 25 Lindens later, things 
started to dry up. There was somebody by 
the name of "Fried Fish"—the trees 
record the names of their harvesters— 
one jump ahead of me. 1 caught up with 
him at a money tree in the lobby of a shit- 


Exceed Your Expectations... 


ty virtual art museum, an open-air tower 
slathered with imported .jpgs of famous 
paintings, and he turned out to be an OK 
guy; he gave me some cash-harvesting 
pointers and tipped me off to a couple of 
trees that were still loaded with cash after 
he'd taken his limit. 

Thanks partially to his info—it proba- 
bly didn't hurt that | was wearing my 
cutest hippy-girl shape—l came out of an 


hour and a half of money-picking with 
about 80 bucks. 

And then | dropped it all at the casino. 
If camping is the cornerstone of this econ- 
omy of over 100 000 consumers, gambling 
is the rest of the damn building. You can't 
/SPIT without hitting a slot machine, 
poker table, wheel of fortune or raffle box. 

After paying the rent on my floating 
one-room apartment, | took the remaining 
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30 Lindens to the Moonshine and slowly 
but surely—blackjack systems work bet- 
ter here than in real life—built it up to 
over 500 before | went crazy and bet it all 
(all two dollars’ worth!) on a single tum of 
the cards. 

So now, still wearing my lucky avatar 
(the fat hoser model with lumberjack shirt 
and Bogart spliff), I'm camping along with 
the animal dudes and freaks and blinged- 
out tarts with off-the-rack hair, waiting for 
the cardboard-cutout bartender to spot me 
two bucks for the slots. 

Yeah, the American Dream dies hard, 
even in the limitless realms of the fanta- 
synet. Check out any neighbourhood in SL; 
beyond the lingerie malls, porno shops, 
casinos and cheesy streaming-audio dis- 
cotheques populated by animatronic 
dance-campers, there lies hillside after 
crammed-up hillside of participants’ per- 
sonal palaces, vast favelas of countless 
bleak McMansions furnished with virtual 
Nice Things and idle cyber-sextoys. 

All the power of completely flexible VR 
with no pesky laws of physics, and all 
most folks can dream up is a neo-Tudor 
split-level with a baby grand in the foyer 
and a couple of DOGGYSTYLE M/F fuck- 
simulators in front of the fireplace. 

Tree by tree, minute by minute, I'll get 
there too; all | need is some bank so | can 
work my system. Brother ... hey brother! 
Spare a Linden for a sweet-hearted girl 
down on her luck? w 


Hookers 


don’t like 
GTA either 


ROSS MOROZ / ross@vueweekly.com 
fter facing criticism from con- 
Де American legisla- 
tors, parents' rights advocates 
and religious groups, the Grand Theft 
Auto video game franchise is now 
being taken to task by prostitutes. 

In a post on its website, the Sex 
Workers' Outreach Project (SWOP), 
which represents American sex trade 
workers, is calling for a boycott of the 
popular series, claiming the game pro- 
motes violence towards prostitutes. 


= VIDEO GAMES 


Indeed, the newer iterations of the 
franchise, including Grand Theft Auto: 
San Andreas—already under attack for 
a hidden mini-game in which the 
player has explicit sex—do award 
points for whaling on hookers. 

"Although SWOP will always be 
adamantly opposed to any and all 
forms of censorship, we wholeheart- 
edly encourage citizens to vote with: 
their dollars by refusing to purchase 
products which encourage the deni- 
gration and destruction of prosti- 
tutes," the group's website states. 

The company responsible for Grand 
Theft Auto, Rockstar Games, has not 
responded to SWOP's concerns. v 
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simply work that pushes the cre- 
ative envelope. 

There are also no firm restrictions 
placed on artists' place of residence. 
Besides Edmonton-based artists like 
Miriam Esquitin, Tracey Friesen, Nick 
Green, Isabelle Rousseau, Raena 
Waddell and Phreshly Squeezed, this 
year's Expanse will also feature work 
from Christina Medina and Catherine 
Guerin, who reside in Winnipeg and 
Heidelberg, Germany respectively, and 
Mongrel Moves, based in both Van- 
couver and Australia. 

Of the three programs into which 
the work is compiled, the first is 
Departure, which will focus on move- 
ment-based performance rather than 
dance per se, promising a piece in 
which the performer interacts with 
computer animation. 

The second is Escape, which fea- 
tures work more in keeping with con- 
temporary dance, and the third is 
comprised solely of Long Dis/Tanz, 
Medina and Guerin's 50-minute col- 
laborative work. 


LONG DIS/TANZ EMERGED from both 
necessity and curiosity. Medina and 
Guerin had admired each other's 
work for some time and wanted to 
collaborate, yet the realities of geog- 
raphy and funding made a conven- 
tional process seem difficult, if not 
impossible, something that might sim- 
ply dry up on the eternal backburner. 

The work only came to life when, 
starting in 2004, the pair decided to 
make the barriers that prevented 
them from working into their working 
structure: using varied communica- 
tions technology, Long Dis/Tanz was 
created with Medina, the soloist, and 
Guerin, the choreographer, never 
sharing the same physical space. 

Yet even designations of performer 
and choreographer break down here 
Authorship became particularly 
blurred in the process of information 
flow and exchange. 

“Catherine would send tasks to 
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build things on and 1 would create 
phrases based on that," Medina 
explains. "Then we would discuss 
concept and methodology until it 
gradually evolved into this solo that 
you'll see next week. And then it will 
probably change again!” 

The pair took inspiration from this 
quote by Carlo Levi: "If a straight line 
is the shortest distance between two 
fated and inevitable points, digres- 
sions will lengthen it; and if digres- 
sions become so complex, so tangled 
and tortuous, so rapid as to hide their 
own tracks, who knows—perhaps 
death may not find us, perhaps time 
will lose its way, and perhaps we our- 
selves will remain concealed in our 
shifting hiding places." 

"We're trying to traverse this 
straight line," Medina says of her con- 
nection to Levi's notion, "to get from 
point A to point B and wind up creat- 
ing a piece. Yet we have so many 
digressions, of time and space, of 
technology, of our own curiosity and 
frustration effecting the process. So 1 
feel like that quote really encapsu- 
lates the piece." 

Medina describes the movement in 
Long Dis/Tanz as primarily embodying 
a searching quality. A reflection on 
the ways in which communication is 
rapidly changing, it's designed to 
imply questions about how thought 
travels from one mind to another, 
how thought transfers through move- 
ment and what happens between the 
moment thought is sent and the 
moment after which the thought has 
been absorbed, processed and then 
reciprocated. 

The piece was performed in a 
working version in Europe, premiered 
in Winnipeg last month and will go on 
to be performed in an ever-evolving 
form after it's seen at Expanse. It ful 
fils Borotsik's dream of new work 
feeding off of a nourishing environ- 
ment, taking flight, expanding. 

Long Dis/Tanz will itself expand, 
with the Expanse festival as a pivotal 
stop along its journey from its elusive 
place of origin to parts unknown. м 
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Oh, Silver Star—snow like a ski resort, 
empty like an 1890s mining town 


STEWART DUNCAN / stewart@yueweekly.com 

followed a healthy dump of snow 
| ES Silver Star Ski Resort, driv- 

ing a GMC Envoy from Budget. I 
could have blown in at the same time 
as all that fresh powder, but rolling 
my own Ford Explorer onto its side at 
Harper Mountain on the first day of 
my one-week vacation resulted in an 
unexpected delay. 

No matter. The snow was still 
good, the sky bright blue and the 

arm, winter sun as welcome as à 
Victoria's Secret supermodel with 
oh, never mind. The sun wasn't quite 
that warm 

Anyway, I checked into the attrac- 
tive Chilcoot Hotel and Conference 
Centre just uphill of the village core 
The view from the third-floor room 
included the distant Monashee moun- 
tain range to the east, lit up by a bril- 
liant red dawn 

Funny, but that old adage "red sky 
in the morning, sailors take warning," 
didn't apply here. The day came in 
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= SILVER STAR 


bright and sunny and stayed that way. 

One of the things I notice about Sil- 
ver Star each time I visit is that it’s 
always populated with friendly peo- 
ple. They're from the UK, the US, Asia, 
Alberta and other points east, and 
they're all pleasant. It’s easy to strike 
up a conversation on the chair, in the 
lodge or in the cozy hot tubs at the 
Chilcoot Hotel, That's not the way it is 
at all ski hills, but it's certainly true at 
the Star 

The main, original ski hill is the 
Vance Creek area, where there's plen- 
ty of variety, lots of sun and easy 
access from several chairs. 

One of them, Comet Express, is 
Canada's largest six-pack. It runs from 
the bottom of Vance Creek to the 
mountain's peak, and this thing works 
as well as they say. 


FEB 16 722.2808... 


On the sunny Friday afternoon I 
was there, a crowd suddenly formed 
at the Comet, creating a bit of a back- 
up, but I was surprised how fast the 
crowd in front of me evaporated as 
groups of five or six boarded each 
chair and were launched up the hill. 

If I ever again hear someone men- 
tion a lineup at a ski hill, I'll remember 
that line-ups don't count at Silver Star. 


UNTIL THIS YEAR, 1 didn’t have а 


favourite area at the hill, simply 
because there are too many options 
and too many great runs. Now, 
though, I look forward to returning to 
one in particular. - 
Snow guide Charlie Law and I slid 
off the two-person Summit Chair and 
skied left until we reached the inter- 
mediate Ridge Run. The trail itself is 
no big, screamin’ deal, although it 
offers some fun, treed-slope options. 
What made it so good was the view 
of the village in the foreground, the 
mountains and Kalamalka Lake and 


SNOWZO 


Okanagan Lake in the distance, and 
the fact that it was wide open to the 
afternoon sun. It’s the place to take 
your picnic. Sit in the snow just off the 
run, soak in the view and that warm 
winter sun, and let the Vitamin E eat 
up those mid-winter blues. 

Charlie and I had been doing 
enough skiing in the past few days 
and we aren't so young anymore. Had 
we brought some food, we would 
have been happy to sit a spell. For the 
10 minutes or so that we were there, 
no one skied by. That's one of the 
things about Silver Star: there are lots 
of runs that are spectacular but not 
heavily trafficked. OK by me. 

The silence of a mountaintop is 
invigorating. You might say it's like no 
other sound on Earth. Silence in the 
darkness can be frightening, but 
silence in the sunshine, close to peo- 
ple but far away, is worth the price of 
a lift ticket. 


ONE OF SILVER STAR'S main attractions 


is Putnam Creek, the back side of the 
mountain. It sits lower than the vil- 
lage and is absolutely riddled with 
black and double-black runs with a 
thick overlay of powder. I didn't get 
there this year, but those who did said 
the snow was better there than at 
Vance Creek. 

A group of average snowboarders 
made it their goal to hit every run in 
Putnam in one day. They succeeded, 
apparently, though they spent most of 
their time laughing and falling time 
and again into the deep, cushioning 
snow. A new winch-cat allows Silver 
Star's award-winning grooming team 
to keep a select number of these runs 
in good shape for those who like 
steep and groomed—the rest is a 
mogul minefield. 

Silver Woods opened toward the 
end of last season and this year has 
many more runs than the year-old 
map indicates. Almost all are blues 
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skip this column on Olympic skiers 
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HART GOLBECK 
falllines @vueweekly.com 


SKIING 


Just as a nation had hoped, Spruce 
Grove's Jennifer Heil captured an early 
gold medal in the women's mogul event 
at the Torino Olympics. 

It's never easy for the favourite to step 
up and perform as expected, but Heil did 
just that. Finishing first in the preliminar- 
ies earned her last run in the finals. The 
top three skiers, including last Olympics’ 
gold medalllist Kari Traa of Norway, 
waited at the bottom as Heil skilfully 


manoeuvred the bumps and launched 
two flawless jumps at an incredible 
speed. After an agonizing minute or two 
awaiting the score, the judges awarded 
first place to Heil and the tears of joy 
began to flow. 

The only hitch in the day's performance 
was the confused local announcer who 
proclaimed Jennifer Heil to be from the 
United States when she climbed to the 
podium. They could only wish. 


HAWAIIAN SHIRTS AND TEST TUBES 

Olympic doping officials are getting cre- 
ative. Officials are dressing up as tourists 
and television interviewers. They 
approach targeted athletes and make 
them immediately supply urine and or 


blood samples as directed. Athletes must 
supply samples or be sanctioned. This 
effort is aimed at preventing athletes from 
masking any potential illegal drugs when 
they have time to prepare for sampling, 


BACK IN BLACK, RED, WHITE AND BLUE 
US snowboarder Shaun White won the 
Olympic halfpipe event on the weekend. 
With AC/DC's "Back in Black" blaring 
over the loudspeakers, White launched 
two back-to-back grab 1080s, a couple of 
900s and some big air to capture the 
event. 

Nicknamed the “Flying Tomato” 
because of his red mane, White edged 
out fellow American Danny Kass and 
Finnish border Markuu Koski. м 


Warm sun and fresh powder blanket Silver Star 


and they're well served by the new, 
four-person Silver Woods Express. 

Each run has some glades on both 
sides, so there's a lot of variety in a 
relatively small area. That makes it 
good for families or couples of mixed 
skill levels. It's a great, short hill for 
fast skiing, with no heart-stopping 
surprises. Because Silver Woods is 
new, there's lots of development 
going on, much of it visible from the 
Express chair. 

Overall, though, Silver Star lacks 
the big-money post-and-beam houses 
of river rock and glass walls that you 
see in Panorama or Fernie. Silver Star 
is more low-key, sticking with its 
1890s-era mining-town theme. Hous- 
es are apparently required to bear no 
fewer than five colours, which makes 
for unique attention grabbers that 
bring smiles to onlookers. 

It'll be interesting to see what 
colours decorate the still-under-con- 


Struction Silver Woods Lodge, growing 
on the slopes on the up-side of the vil- 
lage. Each unit has a hot tub, which 
workers carefully hoisted by crane 
onto each small deck. There the tubs 
sat on their sides awaiting installation 

By the looks of the unfinished 
lodge, it's raising the bar for on-site 
accommodation by a significant mar- 
gin. It seems that every year there 
are new things going on at Silver 
Star, and I'm planning on keeping 
abreast of them every winter. It's too 
good to miss. w 


Warm up Winter! 


Warm western hospitality, cozy duvets and our wood burning lobby 
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Forget Torino: Take a run 
at Cypress, the 2010 
Olympic venue 30 minutes 
from Vancouver's core 


JEREMY DERKSEN / jeremy @vueweekly.com 
he plan was to take it easy, 
| explore a little and ease my 
aching muscles—but that's not 
how it turned out. 

I arrived at Cypress Mountain 
after five days skiing at Whistler, 
where Id pushed my endurance to the 
absolute limit. I'd climbed peaks, rid- 
den glaciers, surfed through several 
feet of deep snow, and skied the 
longest run in North America—twice. 

Cypress was supposed to be the 
wind-down, an after-thought tagged 
on to the tail end of my vacation 
Thing is, the hill is too tempting to be 
overlooked and has too much fun ter- 
rain to be just a footnote. 

Cypress is a mere half-hour from 
downtown Vancouver, with decent 
vertical on two mountain faces—1200 
metres on Black Mountain and 1440 
metres on Mount Strachan—but with 
Whistler just another hour and a half 
away, skiers and riders often forget 
about it as they push on for the larger, 
more well-known resort. 

However, with all the snow they've 
had this year and renovation plans 
underway for the 2010 Olympics, 
Cypress Mountain is starting to get 
the attention it deserves. 


| ARRIVED LATE on a Monday, but dur- 
ing the hill's peak period (Dec 15 - 
Mar 26), being late doesn't matter. For 
а one-day lift ticket—$45.79 for an 
adult—you can ski from 9 am to 10 
pm. Thar's long enough for the hardi- 
est rider on a good day, never mind 
the sixth day straight. 

1 dragged myself through the rental 
pavilion—a temporary shack while 
the resort undergoes renos for the 
Olympics—and wearily climbed a 
short rise to strap on my Salomon 
Scramblers and cruise down to the 


Photo by Layne Marett. Courtesy of Cypress Mountain 


š CYPRESS 


Sunrise quad on Mount Strachan. 

It takes a second lift, the Sky chair, 
to reach the top—but the view when 
you get there is worth the ride. On a 
clear day looking down from the 
crown of those mountains (backed by 
The Lions at 1646 metres), you can 
see a panorama of the city with the 
ocean beyond. From that height, it's 
both breathtaking and a little surreal 
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~~ Cypress's hills are insane in the, uh, never mind 


surveying the wide expanse of the 
sea while pointing your tips down a 
snow-covered slope. 


“LET'S TAKE IT EASY" 1 told my friend 
Kirk. After getting dragged over cliffs 
for a couple days at Whistler, he was 
happy to hear those words. 

Without reading the trail map, I 
headed off down a blue run, 1-33, not 
realizing that midway down it takes a 
hard skier's left at the point where it 
meets the only double black diamond 
run on that side. Instead of following 
T-33, I kept going over the cat track 
and down onto Top Gun. 

It was as steep and the bumps as 
deep as anything I'd ridden at 
Whistler, minus the powder. Not what 
I'd intended, but fun anyways—espe- 
cially once we got down to the final 


pitch, where the moguls softened and 
we weaved our way among dwarf 
trees towards the cat track below. I 
forgot my fatigue 


FOR THE NEXT couple hours, I dragged 
Kirk across both hills, bombing the 
black runs and launching off the kick- 
ers hidden in the trees. Soon enough, 
though, we felt the burn, so we found 
a nice green run to nurse our legs on. 

Panorama traverses back and forth 
across Black Mountain, and from the 
bend at the far side of the hill you can 
get another great view of the city. 

Kirk pointed out that we could see 
his apartment building on the other 
side of Stanley Park. It was clearly vis- 
ible on the skyline—that's how close 
we were. With a telescope, his girl- 
friend could have seen us waving 
from the hill—that is, if she were play- 
ing hooky from work like he was. 


Smoke these bowls 
—that is, if you dare 


HART GOLBECK / hart@vueweekly.com 
T= 4th annual Smith Optics 
Lake Louise Big Mountain 
Challenge will take place at 
Lake Louise Mountain Resort Febru- 
ary 22-26, bringing together top free- 
skiers from across Canada and the 
United States 
The competition is four days of 
extreme skiing and mental endurance 
Contestants will ride their chosen line 
with as much style and control as they 
can deliver and will be judged in five 
categories: line, control, fluidity, tech 
nique and aggressiveness. Additional 


points will be awarded to skiers who 
choose more difficult lines 
Spectators will have the opportuni- 
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ty to enjoy the event апа see some of 
the best free-skiing on the continent 

The competition takes place on the 
Ultimate Steeps of the Powder Bowls 
at Lake Louise Mountain Resort. The 
Powder Bowls is the biggest bowl 
skiing area in the Rockies, offering 
diverse terrain and unbeatable snow. 

1 wonder if Jennifer Heil will be 
back from the Olympics. She'd kick 
everyone's butt and take home all the 
hardware. This is an open event and 
$75 gets you registered. v 
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Situated in Cypress Provincial Park, 
the small resort hasn't had much lee- 
way when it comes to development. 
The lodge is settled between two park- 
ing lots, meaning you have to take off 
your skis and walk across the pave- 
ment to get there. The chairs aren't as 
cushy as the high-speed quads I've 
grown accustomed to, but the line-ups 
when I was there were non-existent. 
With the snowboarding, moguls and 
aerials competitions at the 2010 games 
taking place on the slope above the 
parking lot on Black Mountain, I 
expect some of that will change. 

In the meantime, though, Cypress is 
still the biggest hill I've ever seen so 
close to a major centre like Vancou- 
ver. Like I told Kirk, with its conven- 
1епсе, reasonable prices and variety of 
terrain, if 1 lived there I'd have a sea- 
son's pass for sure—although I might 
need to call in sick more often. м 
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| E The EasyRider Condition Report 


LOCAL 
Rabbit Hill - 2cm new, 60cm base, 100% open 
Snow Valley - 60cm base, 100% open 


ALBERTA 

Castle Mtn - 6cm new snow, 73 - 208cm base, 59 runs open 

Can. Olympic Park - 1cm new snow, 90cm base, all lifts and runs open 

Fortress - 2cm new snow, 78cm base 

Lake Louise - 2cm new snow, 145 - 187cm base, 10 lifts and 112 runs open 
Marmot Basin - 1cm new snow, 75cm base, all main lifts and 83 runs open 

МЕ Norquay - 89cm base, 5 lifts and 27 runs open plus night skiing every fri 5 - 10pm 
Nakiska - 2cm new snow, 32 - 64cm base, 5 lifts plus terrain and rail parks open 
Pass Powderkeg - 80cm base, 3 lifts and 11 runs plus terrain park open 
Sunshine - 4cm new snow, 162cm base, 12 lifts and 103 runs 

Tawatinaw - excellent conditions 


B.C. 
Apex - 175ст base, 4 lifts and 67 runs open 
Big White - 1 cm new snow, 268ст base, 15 lifts and 117 runs open 
Fairmont - 5cm new snow, excellent conditions 
Fernie - 1cm new snow, 312cm base, 9 lifts and 95 runs open 
|| Kicking Horse - 2cm base, 151cm base, 105 runs open 
| Kimberley - 126cm base, 6 lifts and 75 runs open, night skiing every thurs - sat 
Mt. Washington - 1 cm new snow, 395 cm base, 100% open 
Panorama - 4cm new snow, 77 - 116cm base, all lifts and runs open 
| Powder King - 2cm new snow, 220 - 258cm base 
Powder Springs - 2 cm new snow, 100 cm base 
Red Mtn - 4cm new snow, 260cm base, 6 lifts open 
Silver Star - 206 cm base, 11 lifts and 112 runs open 
Sun Peaks - 5cm new snow, 166cm base, 117 runs and 11 lifts open 
>} Whistler Blackcomb - 244 cm base, terrain park open 
“| Whitewater - 285 cm base 


USA 
Big Mtn - 22cm new snow, 117 - 290cm base, 8 lifts and 93 runs 
now open 
Big Sky - 140 - 212 cm base 

|| Crystal Mtn - 155 cm base, 45 runs and 5 lifts open 

49 Degrees - 20 cm base, 192 - 380 cm base 

Great Divide Ski Area - 15 cm base, 62 - 112 cm base 
Lookout Pass - 10 cm new snow, 215 cm base, 100% open 
Mt. Spokane - 12 cm new snow, 185 em base 
Schweitzer Mtn - 215 - 317cm base 
Silver Mtn - 12 cm base, 202 - 312 cm base 
Sun Valley - 2 cm new snow, 132 - 197 cm base 
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Down Norquay with a legend 
(and his legends in the air) 


LACHLAN MACKINTOSH / lachlan @vueweekly.com 
ll week long ГА been looking 
А“ the window of the office 
where I work in Banff. I can 
see Norquay from my desk. 

I'd flip the virtual pages of my day- 
timer, then look up at the steep white 
runs off the North American Chair, 
wondering if my boss would notice if I 
took off for a couple of hours of bliss- 
ful mid-week skiing. 

Then I'd look back at my book with 
its list of things to get done each day. 
Orange check marks beside blue 
tasks. ... My boss would notice. So 
instead 1 waited impatiently for Satur- 
day to arrive so 1 could head up the 
Switchback road to Norquay. 

Earlier this week, I sat down for a 
coffee with Eddie Hunter, author of 
The Spirit of Norquay. 

Hunter was born in Edmonton but 
has lived most of his life in Banff. He 
is a columnist for the Banff Crag & 
Canyon (the 106-year old weekly 
Banff newspaper), and has traveled 
the world as a freelance cinematogra- 
pher and photographer. 

Hunter has been skiing Norquay 
since he was a boy in the 19305. This 
is what I wanted to hear about in 
Hunter's own words—the early days 
of skiing in Banff National Park. 


= NORQUAY 


HUNTER TOLD ME ABOUT pre-chairlift 
days, about the early Banff Ski Run- 
ners and amateur slalom racing that 
first required climbing up the moun- 
tain for 90 minutes to a pre-agreed 
starting point. 

Norquay had the second ski lift in 
Western Canada. (Curiously, Rossland 
boasts the first, a quick aside which 
Hunter dropped with a seasoned jour- 
nalist's aplomb.) And through the 
mid-century decades, Norquay was 
always the draw for downhill skiers, 
long before anyone had heard of Sun- 
shine, back when skiers were des- 
tined for Temple or Skoki Lodge, not a 
resort called Louise. 

It's hard to imagine Banff National 
Park without a winter ski season, 
without a winter tourist season, but 
that's how Hunter describes pre-1970. 
"Norquay was a community hill," says 
Hunter. (Or even a community hall, as 
he puts it in the book.) "It was a social 
thing, a family thing, which is what I 
still see today." 

Before the early 1970s, when the 
Banff Springs Hotel first stayed open 
year round, the tourist trade was 


Crazy idiot sets 78m 
cliff-jump record 


HART GOLBECK / hart vueweekly.com. 


fully jumped a record-breaking 78-metre cliff off the backside of one of 


О: January 31, Teton Gravity Research film athlete Jamie Pierre success- 


the mountains near Grand Targhee Resort in Wyoming. 
To put that in perspective, that's about 75 metres more than most of us have 
the courage to drop. After years of studying the landing site and copious 
amounts of snow this January, Pierre determined that conditions were ideal to 


attempt the jump 


He launched holding a mute grab for 15 metres and then dropped for another 
four seconds before cratering two metres into the snow. It took a full minute for 


standby camera men to dig him out. 


Except for a bleeding fat lip, Pierrre was unharmed and finished the run carv- 


ing up the powder. м 


entirely focused on the summer 
months. 


WITH THE GROWTH in popularity of 


skiing and winter sports, that has cer- 
tainly changed. When I arrived at the 
hill, the long, narrow parking lot 
looked full. 1 found a spot and flagged 
down the guy driving the parking lot 
tractor. I climbed aboard the flatbed 
and soaked up the huge expanse of 
blue sky, snow-covered peaks and 
diesel fumes. 

I thanked my ride and stepped into 
my bindings, then skated past the 
Cascade Lodge toward the Spirit and 
Mystic chairs. 

At the Spirit Quad Chair, 1 was con- 
fronted with something I've never 
seen at Norquay—a big line-up. Still, it 
moved remarkably well, and soon we 
were airborne. 

I shared the chair with a father and 
son from the UK. We discussed the 
snow and the weather. The dad 
asked me what the forecast holds for 
next week, and I admited that this 
winter has been so mild I've stopped 
checking. 

He said, "Well, we lived in Edmon- 
ton for 10 years, so we know some- 
thing about winter." 


I'D BEEN WONDERING myself if we 


have less snow now than in previous 
decades. When I spoke to Hunter, 
this was one of the questions I put to 
him. "I don't know,” he said. “but 
1972 was the greatest year for snow 
we ever had." 

A record snowfall of 437 centime- 
tres during the winter of 1971-72 
meant Banffites were still skiing 
Norquay well into the summer of 
1972. Compare that to Norquay's 56- 
centimetre base this winter, and 
record mild temperatures across 
Canada, and it's hard to dispute global 
warming. 

But, Hunter continues, "If we've 
lost anything in snowfall, we've made 
up for it in snowmaking." 

"Norquay is at a critical spot now," 
says Hunter. "They need a summer 
operation, the way they used to have, 
to be sustainable." 

Hunter believes the current owners, 
which include Kika Grandi, the Ital- 
ian-Canadian mother of World Cup 
downhill champion Thomas Grandi, 
are hopeful that the new government 
in Ottawa will be more approachable 
than the Liberals have been 

I skied six runs the first hour | was 
on the mountain. The snow was hard- 


er and more skied-off than my last 
visit to Norquay in December, but the 
further I got from the lodge, the qui- 
eter things became. 


ON NORQUAY'S northern limit, I visited 


one of my favourite spots, an interme- 
diate run called Imp. The silence and 
vastness of the Rocky Mountain land 
scape strikes me every time I'm there 

I continued skiing until the last lift 
closed. At day's end, the lodge was 
swarming with young families and 
big tables of ruddy-faced skiers, just 
as Hunter described it: the communi 
ty hill. This is undoubtedly a result of 
the hill's smart marketing strategy 
kids aged five and under (and | saw 
more than a few of them on the hill) 
are free at Norquay with purchase of 
an adult lift ticket. Norquay also 
offers night skiing every Friday until 
Mar 31, with closing day scheduled 
for mid-April. 

Another great day of skiing over, 1 
was reminded again of something 
Hunter said during our conversation 
When I'd asked him about his skiing 
preferences, I got a quick but warm 
smile out of him, as he said, "I have 
all the skiing | want at Norquay. And 
when you get off the original [North 
American] chair—if you're a Norquay 
person, you always have that." w 


483-2005 


2816-2295 swuxmwEENY (M 


Whatever you 


‘ге 


in the mood for. 


MOXIE'S 
CLASSIC 
GRILL 


www.moxies.com 


170th Street e Calgary Trail e Kingsway e St. Albert Trai! e We 


О 


fever 


€ TAKING NIGHTLIFE TO ANEW DEGREE ® 


t Edmonton Mall 


Sensuality 
reigns at India 
Garden of eatin' 


CAITLIN RYAN / caitin@vuswesklycom 
ur society is based on food. 
(= is the focal point for 
most of our social gatherings, 
but no dishes receive more scrutiny 
than those ordered on a date. 

Once seated across from a hot 
prospect, we choose with caution. "I 
can't get the burger 一 ! don't want to 
open my mouth that wide," pops one 
thought bubble. "Steak makes my butt 
look big,” chants another. "I'm too 
nervous for soup and a tell-tale spoon 
tremor." Do these sound familiar? 

Rejoice, friends, for a new era in 
date dining is upon us. I have discov- 
ered the perfect date food: spicy, deli- 
cious, messy and very sensual. Every 
morsel is lifted to the lips with fingers 
alone, and sauces linger long enough 
to be swept away by the tongue— 
yours or someone else's 


UNTIL PA 

INDIA GARDEN 
4820- 16 AVENUE 
2 


INDIAN 


Friends who were lucky enough to 
grow up on home-cooked Indian food 
promised a delicious experience at 
India Garden, tucked away in a non- 
descript business area south of Whyte 
Avenue on the way out of town. 

My handsome friend and 1 were 
greeted by both our pleasant waitress 
and the heavenly aromas of coriander, 
cardamom and curry. Before we could 
sit down, we were treated to a tour of 
the luxurious banquet halls, which 
boast a capacity of 800 people. 

The décor of the restaurant itself 
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Care AT HouT's 


You are getting fashionably hungry. 


You will eat at the Café at Holt's 


SURAIYA RAMPURI RANSON / suraiya @vueweekly.com 
ou are a fashion junkie. You flip 

Y to the style section, you notice 

what people are wearing and 
you go to Holt Renfrew. You take 
impossibly circuitous routes through 
downtown just to walk past the per- 
fume counter. 

At this stage of your life, your visits 
are less to buy than to ogle. Some peo- 
ple smoke. Some fall in love with com- 
plete jerks. You go to Holt's. 

Your favourite Holt's day is Sunday 
Around 12:30 in the afternoon, there is 
a clandestine meeting of elderly 
women with money who shop at the 
same time. They look great; why are 
they the last generation that still wears 
hats? Saturdays are a close second: 
Holt's is busier, more interesting, and 
the café is open. 

The Café at Holt's is an exception- 
al find. Decked out in chic, shiny black 
and white, the café is perched on the 
second floor overlooking the entrance 
to Manulife Place, nestled deep within 
women's wear. The tables are small, 
seats comfortable and service speedy. 
One glance at the menu reveals that 
you are about to enjoy something both 
special and strangely affordable 

The menu is slim and creative, 
where the usual suspects of soups, 
salads, sandwiches and entrees are 
peppered with the unique. Will you 
sample the prawns and chicken pasta 
with proscuitto and sun-dried tomato 
sauce? Perhaps a jam-packed gor- 
gonzola turkey burger with pancetta, 
roasted peppers and red onion on an 
onion pletzel would suit your tastes 

You opt to fill your belly completely, 
Starting with the carrot and fennel 
soup with dill ($5) followed by a roast- 


un CAFE AT HOLT irs 
esu 10180 - 101 STREET 
425.5300 


ed chicken supreme ($13). Your com- 
panion tries the porcini-curry-crusted 
chicken selection ($10) with coffee 
($1.75), because even the brewed 
goods at this café please a finicky 
palate. 


YOUR GLANCE AROUND the room 


reveals an interesting cross-section of 
the population. A group of ladies in 
their forties obviously gather here reg- 
ularly. A nearby couple chats with an 
unplaceable accent, the gentleman in 
a shirt that someone must have told 
him was stylish. Next to you is a lone 
man in his sixties, obviously aban 

doned by his wife, which happens a lot 
here. In the flesh, Mr Holt Renfrew 
could threaten a number of marriages. 

You are shamelessly eavesdropping 
in order to identify the couple’s accent 
when your soup arrives. The hot, 
blended carrot goodness has a flourish 
of créme fraiche and is sprinkled with 
dried dill. The risky dill is smooth and 
not overpoweringly, while fennel 
lends a delicate, sweet flavour. Even if 
you had a straw, you wouldn't be able 
to consume it any faster. 

Your server is prompt and attentive 
without being intrusive, taking your 
order expertly and bringing the food 
out quickly. Main courses arrive quick- 
ly after the soup: you could stand to 
wait longer. The meal is that good. 
Your companion's savoury porcini- 
curry-crusted chicken is glued to a 
baguette and greens with melted brie 


The curry is subtle, not dominating the 
lemon-poppyseed vinaigrette, and the 
porcini pairing is smartly balanced 

As appealing as that other dish is, 
however, your own is thoroughly dis 
tracting. Your roast chicken, breast 
and wing attached, sits atop a gener- 
ous serving of giant hash browns 
drowned in a mouth-watering, thick 
red wine herb sauce. The whole is full 
of bits of bacon, red onions, and enor 
mous mushrooms. Speechless, you 
eat the whole thing. You think about 
flavours and combinations the whole 
time, since your fork can't hold every 
thing you want to fit in every bite. You 
spare a single taste for your compan- 
ion: it is just that good 


CAREFUL you almost didn't save room 
for dessert. You look over the whole 
$5 dessert menu, considering panna 
cotta, chocolate truffle torte or a fea- 
ture tiramisu. But you know the secret 
of the lemon tart 
The happy face arrives, two tarts for 
eyes, a whipped cream nose and a 
berry sauce smile. Time stops with a 
single taste. Joy and sadness fill you 
this is the best lemon custard on 
shortbread crust you have ever had, 
but you realize that all those times 
before the so-called real lemon cus- 
tard have been fakes 
> You may not walk out of Holt's with 
за hot pink shopping bag, but you will 
2 © roll two peoplw out of the café for just 
7 over $40 including tip 
* You come to Holt Renfrew's for the 
“shallow, self-indulgent shopping 
delight and each time you leave, you 
* count the days until you return. With a 
trip to the Café, you can consider your- 
` self stuffed with taste! vw 
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'A bathtub filled with butter chicken' 
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was simple compared to many east- 
er restaurants. Walls were a creamy, 
smooth yellow in the softly lit room. 
Paintings of exotic and beautiful 
women added tasteful colour to the 
subdued, comfortable atmosphere. 

After a brief glance at the extensive 
menu, we could not resist the variety 
available on the buffet and filled our 
plates for $12.95 each. Our waitress 
was close by, delivering fresh naan 
bread to our table and offering expla- 
nations of the dishes as needed. 

We both ordered crisp, light 
Kingfisher beer ($5). The Indian brew 
was an excellent choice for soothing 
the palate between spicy bites. 


| STARTED WITH PAPPADUMS, which 
are tasty roasted lentil crisps. My 
bearded man was already deep into 
the goat curry, scooping up the thick 


sauce with naan bread and proclaim- 
ing its succulence. The meat was ten- 
der and his graceful fingers pulled it 
easily away from the bone before plac- 
ing it in his mouth. 

I moved on to the aloo tikki, potato 
patties fried in chickpea batter. I added 
a generous smear of green chutney 
from the buffet table. The combination 
of tender potato and tangy chutney 
was outstanding. 

We distracted ourselves from the 
sensual delight of finger food with dis- 
cussions of faraway places yet to be 
seen. 

Absent-mindedly, I took a mouthful 
of Indian pickle. The spicy and sour 
taste briefly took my breath away. | 
rinsed the pickle down with the clean 
flavour of Kingfisher before moving on 
to the dal. This brown lentil sauce had 
a subtle flavour that both of us 
enjoyed with rice or, as our choices 
intermingled on our crowded plates, 


Includes: Two $50 4-course 
table d'hote dinners, one 
night in our luxury B&B Suite, 
and Continental breakfast 
served in your suite. 


6427-112 Ave * 474-5693 * laboheme.ca 


* Valid 7 Days a Week 
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mixed with any of the other dishes. 

My companion urged me to try the 
beef kebab jalfrezi, a nugget of exquis- 
itely spiced beef served like a meat- 
ball, and its flavours blended perfectly 
as 1 chewed. 

As utensil and flavour in itself, the 
naan (flat, oval bread cooked in a tan- 
door oven) was perfect and I was 
happy to see that it was not dripping 
with butter. It had a soft, fresh taste. 

Tandoori chicken had me drooling 
like Pavlov’s dog, and although the 
chicken was slightly overcooked, the 
tandoori spice and vibrant red colour 
more than made up for it. 

In any good meal, there is always a 
dish that steals the show. For me, that 
dish was the butter chicken. I order 
butter chicken at every Indian restau- 
rant that I visit, and have sampled a 
few home-cooked varieties. India Gar- 
den’s butter chicken was creamy and 
smooth, its tomato sauce speckled 
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with coriander and masala. Bite- 
sized chunks of chicken melted in my 
mouth and the rich orange sauce satu- 
rated both naan and basmati rice. 1 
had a brief fantasy of a bathtub filled 
with butter chicken, which I kept to 
myself lest I frighten my bearded beau. 

We gave our dangerously full stom- 
achs a brief reprieve by sipping 
Kingfisher and gazing at each other 
lustfully (I was still imagining that 
bathtub.) 


AFTER THAT, IT WAS ON to dessert. The 


dessert section of the buffet table was 


COME SEE 


filled with a wide variety of fruits as 
well as traditional desserts. We 
assembled some sample plates to try 
almost everything. 

I enjoyed a light, sweet custard with 
fruit pieces; the gulab jamun (a mix- 
ture of milk balls in silky honey syrup 
with nuts sprinkled on top) was just 
sweet enough. We tried the gajjar 
halwa carrot squares as well as every- 
one's favourite, jelabi. The bright 
orange Indian sweets were crisp and 
chewy at the same time. 

I finished off with authentic Indian 
chai, a milky drink of black tea spiced 


LBERTS OWN SOCIAL.CODE TAKING 
А BREAK FROM RECORDING THEIR NEW ALBUM. 


$3.90 BUD 
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with cardamom, which warmed me 
from the inside out 

For $35 and change, before tip and 
tax, we sampled almost everything on 
the extensive butfet table and left with 
happy bellies. India Garden offered 
excellent food, a casual dining atmos: 
phere and an experience that stimu 
lates all the senses 

Restaurant dining, especially date 
dining, rarely offers such a tactile 
experience. With busy fingers at 
play, sensuality lingers in the mouth 
of the diner as well as the eye of the 
beholder. м 
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A decade later, The Velvet Shock 


takes another walk across the boards 
AND LIKE MOST OF STEWART LEMOINE'S WORK, IT TAKES US TO ANOTHER TIME AND PLACE 


|: 

Yarn masters 
invited to 

make it quick 
and dirty at 
Story Slam 
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DAVID BERRY / david@vueweekly.com 
Com Susan Hagan's 
past, it's no surprise that 
she's got a few stories to tell 
Hagan, a formerly-former Edmon- 
ton reporter who just got back into 
town, has spent her life living 
everywhere from the barren Mani- 
toba prairies to the balmy Bahamas, 
stopping at any number of Canadi- 
an cities on the way. 

It was in Vancouver, though, that 
she came across something that 
made her want to settle down 

“1 was involved with this writing 
group that hosted an open mic 
night twice a month at a café a few 
blocks from my house," Hagan 
explains. "Finally, after a couple of 
months, 1 just sucked it up and got 
on stage. It was such a beautiful 
experience. I got to feel the audi- 
ence actually reacting to my work— 
they were listening, and laughing, 
and it was wonderful." 


FROM THAT REGULAR open-mic 
night, eventually Story Slam— 
beginning monthly at the Blue Chair 
Café on Feb 22—was born 

Imagine a diabetic open-mic 
night on two chocolate bars and à 
can of Coke, and you have the idea: 
10 writers sign-up an hour before 
the 8 pm start time, each alloted 
five minutes tell a story of their own 
creation. Audience members act as 
cardboard-number-carrying 
judges—like Olympic figure skating, 
but poorer 

As Hagan explains, it has all the 
artistic ideals of an open mic night 
with a little more hyperactivity 

"Open mic nights are, 1 guess, а 
bit more civilized," she says diplo- 
matically. "That's not to say that 
Story Slam isn't civilized, of course, 
it's just that there's more energy, it 
moves a bit faster, the audience is 
more involved, that kind of thing." 

And, she admits, there's also a 
whole lot more urgency when 
you're on the clock with nine other 
writers behind you. "These aren't 


really work-in-progress types of 


things," Hagan says earnestly. 
"You've got five minutes to tell a 
story, so that's why you're there." м 


DAVID BERRY / david @vueweekly.com 
h, to live in the world of a 
Qs Lemoine play. Even 
without the set up, sitting 

backstage at the Varscona Theatre 
makes you long for the world where 
anything less than a three-piece suit 
is woefully underdressed. More than 
likely, there's a trio of preciously 
charming houseguests sipping tea 
from fine china willing to spew wit. 

When I sat down to talk to Clarice 
Eckford, the costumes for the 
remounting of Lemoine's 1996 mys- 
tery The Velvet Shock were on display. 
The rack was full of ostentatious vel- 
vet dresses and sensible silk paja- 
mas, and somewhere off in the cata- 
combs, Sheri Somerville was practic- 
ing her arias, her uplifting soprano 
sashaying its way into the dressing 
room throughout the conversation. 

Of course, if that's what it's like for 
me, the spectacle must be sharper 
still for Eckford, who actually gets to 
briefly inhabit Lemoine's Neverland. 

Eckford grew up around Edmonton 
and as such has spent a fair bit of 
time soaking in Lemoine's work. She 
even took part in an improvised soap 
opera in high school—although she 
admits it was a shade less funny than 
Die Nasly!, the Varscona's long-lived 
improvised soap. For Eckford, then, 
the chance to be stepping on stage 
with Teatro la Quindicina is a pleas- 
ant shock. 
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= WRITTEN AND DIRECTED BY STEWART LEMOINE 

a | STARRING SHER! SOMERVILLE, CLARICE 
ECKFORD, MATT ALDEN, CORALIE CAIRNS 
VARSCONA THEATRE, 515 $18 


“It's pretty much a bit of an 
Edmontonian theatrical dream come 
true, to be a young person asked to 


do one of Stewart's shows," Eckford 
says earnestly. "I mean, the first day 
was a bit nerve-wracking, for sure ... 
but it's been pretty fun learning the 
Teatro ropes, and of all the places to 
be nervous about, this is probably the 
best place to do it. These guys are 
basically just one big party." 


ECKFORD WILL BE TAKING ON the very 


Lemoine role of Vicki Winters, a 


Minnesota girl with a knack for pithy 
sarcasm who finds herself in 
Salzburg, Austria. 

She's there with her aunt, the 
incomparable Madame Margherita 
D'Inverno (Somerville), a world- 
famous opera diva who has made 
Vicki her assistant. Things take sev- 
eral twists when an old friend of 


Relying on comic crowd-pleasing, 
As You Like It isn't all that gripping 


DAVID BERRY / david@vueweekly.com 
he running criticism of As You 
| Like It is that, as Shakespeare 
goes, this one is a bit too 

much of a crowd-pleaser. 

The play is a run of minor obsta- 
cles desperately seeking happy end- 
ings, an everyone-gets-married affair 
that's about as obvious as rhyming 
"poet" with "know it" (the Bard does- 
n't actually sink that low, but he's not 
terribly far off). 

Director Dean Gilmour takes this 
as a strength, though, and puts on a 
production that's honest to its source, 
though held back by its shortcom- 
ings. He adeptly plays out both the 
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= AS YOU LIKE IT 

t | DIRECTED BY DEAN GILMOUR 

22 | WRITTEN BY WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE 
STARRING SHANNON BLANCHET, 
ARLEN KONOPAKI, MOLLY FLOOD, NICK GREEN 
STUDIO THEATRE $15 + $18 


broad humour and the momentarily 
unrequited love of the play, although 
it isn't always engaging. 

Nick Green as the jester Touch- 
stone gets the broadest of the 
laughs; he knows where the comedy 
threshold is, even if his director 
doesn't know where it ends. This is 


brought to a head in a mildly funny 
but obviously prolonged scene that 
literally has Green crawling all over 
another actor, a bombastic mix of 
scene stealing and scenery chewing. 


FAR SUBTLER are the main lovers, 
Orlando (Arlen Konopaki) and Ros- 
alind (Shannon Blanchet). Konopaki 
gives Orlando's head-pounding des- 
peration a suitably light air, while 
Blanchet's lingering fingers and 
“equivocal words complement her 
barely restrained crush. 
Mat Busby might be the best per- 
former in the show, however, barely 
needing a costume change to switch 


from gnarled usurper Frederik to the 
jovial and wise Duke Senior, both 
regrettably small roles. 

Too often, though, emotional rele- 
vance or gripping plot is sacrificed 
for comedic situations—situations 
that work, for the most part, 
although when they don't the tedium 
practically sits down next to you. 
This isn't, of course, necessarily the 
fault of the production, but it never- 
theless prevents one from being fully 
engrossed by the play. 

Studio Theatre provides an adroit 
take on the story which certainly 
doesn't hurt As You Like It's reputa- 
tion as a crowd pleaser. м 


Back to a time 
when guys were 
Guys and women 
were Dolls 


GANGSTERS ABOUND, BUT THEY RE THE NICE KIND 
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CAROLYN NIKOOYM / carolyn @vueweekly.com 
D» Broadway's golden age, 
from the 1940s to the 1960s, 
there was always a sense of 
excitement, of action, of magic cast in 
à neon glow. 

Showgirls and singers shared 
tables with actors and directors at 
Lindy's, all craning their necks to see 
and be seen 

Gigantic productions of Oklahoma, 
My Fair Lady, South Pacific and Fiddler 
on the Roof competed for abundant 
audiences with brightly coloured the- 
atre signs 

And it's into this hyperactive, Tech 
nicolor world that Frank Loesser's 
Guys and Dolls throws itself. The 
production, which opened in Win 
nipeg last month and moves on to 
Calgary after its run at the Citadel, 
enters into a highly stylized world full 
of showgirls and gangsters who are 
all cast as a whimsical, adorable 
bunch, with names like Nicely Nicely, 
Scranton Slim and Big Julie 

"That's the charm of Guys and 
Dolls," director Robb Paterson 
explains 

"We don't go to a violent place. The 

violence is implied and the threat is 
there, but if there was a theme to it, it 
would be the love of freedom—the 
freedom to gamble, make love when 
you want to, hang out with the guys 
when you want to." 


BASED ON pamon Runyon's short 
story “The Idyll of Miss Sarah Brown,” 
the musical tells the story of Nathan 
Detroit (Gordon Tanner), a petty crim 
inal and gambler who needs some 
money to set up the next craps game 

He makes a bet with the slick 

ladies’ man and compulsive gambler 
Sky Masterson (John Devorski) for the 
money that he’s sure to win. Sky must 
get the chaste Salvation Army soldier 
Sister Sarah Brown (Mairi Babb) to 
have dinner with him in Cuba 

Nathan also has to contend with 

his showgirl fiancé, Miss Adelaide 
(Jennifer Lyon), who wants nothing 
more than for Nathan to.leave his 
criminal ways апд tdiget'married to 
her beau after 15 years of engage- 
ment 

"[ was very intrigued with the 

Damon Runyon stories,” Paterson 
says. "The characters, the way they 
talked, the way the gangsters and 
showgirls, the way they speak. The 
historical present, that's what they call 
it—there are very few contractions 

"And [I was also taken by] the 
world of Runyon's New York, or Runy 
on-slash-Guys and Dolls, because 
Guys and Dolls is a little less violent 
than the Runyon world," the Winnipeg 
native continues 

"But that New York of neon jungle, 
and burlesque houses, and showgirls 
and gangsters and naughtiness— 
that's a world, the golden age of 
Broadway, that probably never really 
existed quite the way the romanti 
cized version envisions." 

It's also very 19505, Paterson says, 
that love, marriage and commitment 
turn some of these gamblers into 
respectable citizens. However, he 
sees the production as charming, as 
well 

“It’s the kind of show that is, hope- 
fully, that affecting to people,” he 
says. “It’s life affirming and uplifting, 
with lots of colour, lots of energy and 
a touching story in amongst all of the 
comedy" м 


From the pen of Sam Shepard, 
True West is fully pickled 


PAUL MATWYCHUK / paul 'vueweekly.com 


heatre Network's new produc 
tion of Sam Shepard's True 
West is a prime example of 


what I like to call the Popcorn Princi 
ple. Named after the blood-drenched 
Citadel play of a few years back, the 
maxim states that if a character 
makes a point of remarking how 
neat and orderly someone's house is 
in the first act, the set is guaranteed 
to be reduced to an utter shambles 
by the time the second act is over 

True West, for instance, takes place 
in a perfect late-70s Southern Califor 
nia home. It's here that a screenwriter 
named Austin (David McNally) has 
holed up to hammer out a script for 
producer Saul Kimmer (Jeff Page, the 
epitome of tacky ‘70s Hollywood style 
in his rayon shirt, white belt and 
white shoes) while his mother, the 
owner, is away on an Alaskan cruise 
All would go well, except that Austin’s 
ne'er-do-well brother Lee (Lome Car 
dinal) has also shown up at the 
house, apparently accompanied by a 
carload of beer and whiskey, with no 
greater plan in mind than to disrupt 
his brother's concentration 


CARDINAL MAKES AN INDELIBLE 


impression as Lee literally from his 
first moment onstage, perched on 
the kitchen counter, draining his lat 
est can of beer and idly thumping the 
back of his shoe against the door of 
his mother's oven 

Cardinal nails this part, especially 
the unpredictable flareups of white 
hot anger and resentment that sur 
face whenever he's feeling 
particularly frustrated or whenever 
someone insults his intelligence 

Shepard never spells out the histo 
ry of Austin and Lee's sibling rivalry, 
but McNally and Cardinal's perform 
ances contain enough subtext to 
allow you to figure it out for yourself 
obviously, Lee's apparent lack of suc 
cess relative to his brother is a sore 
topic, but you get the feeling there's 
more going on here than that. There 
are some veiled references to their 
drunken father, for instance, and 
Austin’s ineffectual attempts to help 
dry Dad out 

But you also get the sense that Lee 
just doesn't respect Austin's writ 
ing—not because he's some kind of 
illiterate redneck who thinks writ 
ing's for queers, but because he 
knows Austin's scripts neither have 
any real passion to them nor any feel 
for what he regards as the true wild- 
ness of human nature. Lee's got a 
story he's burning to tell, and almost 
by a fluke, True West presents him 
with a chance to write it 
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>| TRUE WEST 

ia | DIRECTED ВУ BRADLEY MOSS 

ЄС | WRITTEN ВУ SAM SHEPARD 
STARRING LOANE CARDINAL, DAVIO МОНАХ, 
JEFF PAGE MARALYN AYAN 
ROKY THEATRE $18 - $22 


ONE OF THE THINGS т like most about 


True West is the way Shepard doesn't 


fall into the trap that movies like 
Woody Allen's Bullets Over Broadway 
do, of romanticizing the writing 


process and having the thug turn out 
to be a natural behind the typewriter 
To Shepard, creativity needs unruli 
ness and discipline in almost equal 
measure—the passion to write some 
thing original and true and the skill 
to give it structure and pace 

The first act of True West feels like 

it was written by Austin, with lots of 
shorter, well-shaped comic scenes of 
the two brothers getting on each 
other's nerves mixed in with some 
Hollywood satire, as Saul decides he 
likes Lee's idea for a movie much 
better than Austin's, and—insult of 
insults!—assigns Austin the job of 
actually writing it 

But in the second half, Lee has 

definitely taken over. The centre 
piece of the play is a long, expertly 
directed and acted scene in which 
Austin and Lee, now literally falling 
down drunk, wind up demolishing 
pretty much everything in the house 
that isn't nailed down. This sequence 
15 а master class in "drunk acting," 
carrying so many hilarious images 
that it's hard to know where to start 
listing them: Austin merrily plugging 
in the dozens of toasters he's burgled 
from his mother's neighbours, the 
almost scholarly expression on Lee's 
face as he smashes in his typewriter 
with a golf club, Austin tossing a loaf 
of Wonder bread back into the refrig- 
erator like a football, Lee literally 
tearing the kitchen apart as he 
searches for a pencil 

By the end of the scene, the the- 
atre is literally filled with the smell 
of burnt toast, and indeed, it’s 
almost as if the play itself is suffer- 
ing a stroke. 

There’s really nowhere else for the 
play to go after this spectacle—the 
action keeps hurtling along and then 
doesn’t end so much as it just sud- 
denly stops 

But the play contains so much rau- 
cous energy that you don't really 
mind crashing through the wind- 
shield. Lee's probably crashed 
through plenty in his day, after all, 
and he seems like one hell of a guy. м 
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Eckford plays the sassy observer 


CONTINUED FROM PAGE 26 


Margherita (Coralie .Cairns) comes 
calling with a surprise, while Vicki 
meets a continental waiter with an 
affection for her aunt (fellow Teatro 
first-timer Matt Alden). 

What ensues is the world of 
Lemoine, all snappy dialogue and 
snappier dressing in exotic locales, 
and of course an unexpected shock or 
two, just in case the title wasn't quite 
giving it away enough for you. 

For Eckford's part, she sees Vicki as 
the sort of sassy observer—almost a 
trope in Teatro plays—that has always 
been one of her favourite types of 
character. 

"You know, I'm really sort of in love 
with Vicki," she admits with a bit of a 
laugh. "She's like everyone's favourite 
person at a party, because she'll say 
what's on her mind, but she'll do it in 
such a charming way that everyone 
loves her. She's a good time, for sure, 
just a no-nonsense, wisecracking, flir- 
tatious American that's been thrown 
into this diva, operatic, European 
world; this sort of '60s girl who's now 
living in this totally different place, a 
place that belongs in the '20s or '30s 
or something." 


AND ALTHOUGH THE PLAY, like most of 
Lemoine's work, is firmly planted in a 
time not our own, it isn't without its 
relevant fruit, particularly for anyone 
who knows Salzburg. 

See, Salzburg is the home of 
Mozart, Mohr, and the Salzburg Music 
Festival. The Sound of Music was 
filmed there, meaning that on any 
given day, you're likely to find a cadre 
of twentysomething women singing 
"Doe / A deer / A female deer," skip- 
ping past the house where Mozart was 
born. It’s a depressing reality that 
Lemoine cleverly sneaks among all 
the higher-level life philosophy, and 
its one not lost on Eckford, who was 
her own reservations of the, ahem, 
"classic." 

^| never really understood the 
whole Sound of Music sing-along. I've 
never thought of it as this classic 
movie; I've always thought of it as 
kind of a cheesy flick, so I can relate 
when they start talking about how 
they keep singing and singing until 
they go insane,” laughs Eckford. “You 
know, it's almost tarnished the face of 
Salzburg—all these people singing 
Julie Andrews in the city of Mozart.” 

Such a thing would never happen in 
Stewart Lemoine's world. w 


Can art change lives? We think so. 


Hands Across Africa's 
Synergy: Africa 
Art Show fundraiser 


Hands Across Africa 


April 22 
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please contact Lindsay at 432-2686 
by February 25 
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For the Holy Body Tattoo, 


metaphors are Running Wild 
^ DEFINITE RAW EDGE BECAUSE THE FOCUS IS ON THE BODY AND PHYSICAL EXPRESSION. 


SHERRY DAWN KNETTLE / 
f the term “running wild" sum- 
mons images of unruly behaviour 
and tempestuous deeds, take a 
look at a photograph of Vancouver 


dancer-choreographers Dana 
Gingras and Noam Gagnon. 
Holy Body Tattoo's co-artistic direc- 


lors, dressed in black underwear, 
sprawl irreverently on chairs, staring 
defiantly at the camera. Gingras's 
bright red lipstick is smeared across 
her face. Gagnon's abdomen displays 
a bite mark, and his shoulder and ribs 
appear scraped and bruised. Seated 
provocatively as if watching the 
' Viewer's reaction, they deliberately 
expose their wounds and imperfec- 
tions for all to see. 

"The picture's not from any of the 
dance pieces. It's an ironic visual 
take, a playful metaphor for 
Running Wild," Gingras says. "It's 
about the test of love. It makes us do 
incredible things." 

. Whilethe implied violence symbol- 


Says of the show itself. “The sexiness 
is really a fierce, animal energy ... it’s 
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very intense. There's a definite raw 
edge because the focus is on the body 
and physical expression. 


THE SHOW FEATURES three duets and 
two solos performed by four dancers. 
Gingras and Gagnon dance the title 
piece, "Running Wild, with music 
commissioned from UK band 
Tindersticks, who created an instru- 
mental work that includes some 
vocals. "The challenge for us is that 
we're used to working with much 
harder-edged music. This is more 
lyrical and melancholy, with more 
ebb and flow." 

Running Wild's two solos will be 
performed by guest artists Day 
Helesic and Blair Neufeld, seen here 
last year in the company's production 
Monumental. Their solos, “Via” and "1 
Will Always Remember to Forget 
You," are about desire, about the 
absence of another person and about 


yearning for what you can't have 

Holy Body Tattoo's production, 
Gingras says, includes the history of 
the physical vocabulary that the com- 
pany has developed over the years 
and was created while the company 
was waiting for Monumental to be 
realized, where the funding for its 
nine dancers took longer than 
expected to materialize. Running Wild 
evolved during the wait 

Both are remounted works, how- 
ever, that will tour Canada, the US 
and Europe until the end of June. “A 
new work gets to one place (artisti- 
cally), but remounting it helps the 
work mature and develop even fur- 
ther. We go deeper into it, and it 
evolves,” Gingras says. “Ш gathers 
new life in front of an audience. As 
performers, that allows us to take 
more risks.” w 


Gosh, but there’s more than 
Gershwin in Alberta Ballet’s 


evening—name aside 


SARAH CHAN / sarah @vueweekly.com 

very little girl aspiring to one 
Es become a ballerina has 

been enchanted by the grace- 
ful movements of slender ladies on 
pointe. When you're mesmerized by 
visions of tutus and ribbon-laced 
slippers, the meticulous technique 
and strenuous physical output looks 
effortless. 

Or so it is if the dancers are doing 
their jobs correctly, which is exactly 
what is required in the Alberta Bal- 
let's production of An Evening with 
Gershwin. 

The program features two dances 
choreographed by George Balan- 
chine, a contemporary Russian cho- 
reographer who moved to New York 
in 1933. Balanchine, known for his 
rigorously technical dances, was the 
co-founder of the first ballet compa- 
ny in New York in 1948, where he 
continued as the ballet master and 
principal choreographer until his 
death in 1983 

"'Divertimento' and ‘Who Cares?’ 
are over 30 years old,” choreogra- 
pher Sabrina Mathews says of 
dances set to the music of Mozart 
and Gershwin respectively. “George 
Balanchine created all that work 
with the New York City Ballet, but by 
now his ballets have been danced all 
over the world. Every major compa 
ny has Balanchine in their reper 
toire—it's great work to keep the 
dancers’ technique developing. It 
pushes them and really challenges 
them to their technical maximum.” 


PREVIOUSLY A DANCER with the 
Alberta Ballet for 10 seasons, Math- 
ews very recently made the move to 
choreographer 

Her “Losing Ground” will also be 
performed along with the legendary 
Balanchine pieces. She had the 
opportunity to create the ballet for 
the Banff Arts Festival after winning 
the Clifford E Lee Choreography 
award from the Banff Centre 

"A lot of companies, obviously 
every company around the world, 
struggles financially,” she says, “and 
it’s not always possible to fund 
extensive sets or more interesting 
costumes. At the Banff Centre, they 
have all the departments, and it was 
the first time I have been able to cre- 
ate full atmosphere on stage with a 
full set. .. We even had a wig team!” 

In Banff, the piece caught the 
attention of Alberta Ballet's artistic 
director Jean Grand-Maitre, who 
invited Mathews to show the work to 
Calgary and Edmonton audiences. 

"Losing Ground" uses the music of 
a number of different composers. The 
work of Thomas Tallis, Brahms, Bach 
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and Calgarian composer Dewi Wood 
all served as inspiration for Math- 
ews's work, providing the backdrop 
for her contemporary style of ballet 

"My original concept for this work 
was four couples," Mathews 
explains. "It was kind of about find- 
ing your way in life. It was almost an 
exploration of lost souls trying to 
find their way and also just experi- 
encing the things you experience 
with people around you in life. It's 
different for everyone The more 
you relate to people, with the differ- 
ences in peoples lives, is when you 
really touch them." 


"LOSING GROUND" snould be a won- 
derful complement to the Balanchine 
choreography. The George Gershwin 
portion is set to 16 of his numbers, 
including "Embraceable You," "The 
Man í Love,” and "I Got Rhythm,” 
promising an ebullient glimpse back 
in time to New York in the '20s and 
'30s. "Divertimento No. 15" is more of 
a classical ballet piece, which is per- 
haps not surprising since it is set to 
the king of classical himself, Mozart 

“It's going to be a very interesting 
program," Mathews says. "And I can 
tell you it's going to be very chal- 
lenging for the dancers. They've got 
everything from completely chal- 
lenging technical parts of ballet, 
which pushes their technical abilities 
to the max, and then my work, 
which is much more emotionally 
driven. It's on pointe, but I take a lit- 
tle more contemporary approach to 
ballet, so they have to be able to 
switch from very classical to very 
contemporary moving 

"And then into Gershwin, which is 
a lot of fun. So there's really some- 
thing for everyone in this show." М 
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FAX YOUR FREE LISTINGS TO 426.2889 

OR E-MAIL GLENYS AT LISTINGS 

DEADLINE IS FRIDAY AT З РМ 
DANCE 


AN EVENING WITH GERSHWIN: ALBERTA BALLET Jubilee 
Auditorium, 11455-87 Ave (451-8000) • Prepare for an evening show 
casing the spectacular technical and athletic abilities of our intema- 
попа! roster of dancers + feb 17-18 (Bom) • $42.25-$83 25 at 
TicketMaster 


COMMUNITY SPIRIT 06: СПЕ BALLET Eva 0. Howard Theatre, 
Victoria School (472-7774) « Fundraiser in support of Boys and Girls 
Clubs of Edmonton « Feb. 18 (6:30pm door] « $15 (adulti/$10 8ш 
ent/senior/child under 12) at Cirle Ballet. Étoile Dance Shoppe, Tu 
The Pointe, door 


LORD OF THE DANCE MICHAEL FLATLEY Jubilee Auditorium (451 
8000) • Based on an old Irish story of Don Dorcha, the Dark Lord who 
Challenges the Lord of the Danco, portrayed vath traditional and mod- 
om Celtic music and dance • Fab 20 (3pm) « $45-$85 at 
TicketMaster 


RUNNING WILD: THE HOLY BODY TATTOO/BRIAN WEBB 
DANCE COMPANY John 1. Haar Theatre, 10045-156 St (420-1757) + 
Choreographed by Noam Gagnon and Dana Gingras * Feb. 17-18 
(Врт) • $25 (adult/$15 student/senior) at TIX оп tha Square • A 
post-show chat with The Holy Body Tattoo and Brian Webb Fri, Feb. 17 


STOMP Jubilee Auditorium (451-8000) • Directed and created by 
Luke Cresswell and Steve MeNicholas ® Fab. 21:26, Tue-Fri, Fab 21 
24 (Врт); Sat, Feb 25 (5pm and 9pm): Sun. Feb. 26 (3pm, от) • $34. 
$59 at TicketMaster 


GALLERIES/MUSEUMS 


ALBERTA CRAFT COUNCIL GALLERY 10185-106 St (488-6611) « 
Open Mon-Sat 10am-5pm (closed all hols) + Lower Gallery: 
PIRED; INFLUENCED-INSERIES: Alberta Craft Council Foature 
Exhibition, until Apr. 1 « Discovery Gallery: TIMELESS COMMUN! 
САТОВ: Studies of the human figure through clay, sculpture and pot 
tery by Horst Doll; until Feb. 25 


ART GALLERY OF ALBERTA 2 Sir Winston Churchill Sq (422-6223) + 
Open Tus-Wed, Fri 10 30am-5pm, Thu 1030am-Bpm; Sat-Sun 11am 
Spm * BUILDING A COLLECTION: 80 Years at The Edmonton Art 
Gallery, until Арх 2 * EDWARD BUATYNSKY, until Fab. 26 + 
TTUKIAGATTA. Inuit sculpture from the TO Bank Financial Group; until 
Fab. 26 • Carving demonstration: Fran Cuyler Sat, Fab. 18 (1-4pm] 
* Architecture And Design Film Series; Tuo, feb 21, 28 (7pm) * 
Ant For Lunch Screening of Architectures 4, St. Foy Abbey-Church 


Info: 1-877-560-6830 www.BodySoulSpiritExpo.com #897. sio 
WUEWEEKLY 


Arctic. until Feb. 25 • Children's Gallery ALPHABET SOUP • $9 
[adult1/86 |student/senior|/$3 (child 6-12Vlres (member /child S and. 
under) 


ARTSHAB STUDIO GALLERY 10217-106 St, 3rd FI (439.9532/429- 
2024) * Open: Thu 5-врт • Neither Here Nor There: Group show 
featuring figurative artworks and portraits * Until Feb. 23 


BEARCLAW GALLERY 10403-124 St (482-1204) * Artworks by 
Norval Morrisseau, Daphne 04jg. Roy Thomas, Jane Ash Poitras, 
George Littlechild, Joane Cardinal-Schubert, Jim Logan, Maxine Noel, 
Aaron Paquette and others. 

CENTRE D'ARTS VISUELS DE L'ALBERTA 9103-35 Ave. (461-3427) 
* MOTHER EARTH IIl Artworks by collectives Art x 9, Saskatchewan 
Bleu Blau, Baie St Paul, and corporation des métiers d arts de 
Charlevoix * Until Feb 25 

CHRISTL BERGSTROM'S RED GALLERY 9571 #2 Ave (429-6210) + 
Open Mon-Fri 11am-5pm • ALBERTA LANDSCAPES-THE HUMAN. 
TOUCH: Paintings by Christ) Bergstrom * Until Feb. 28 


COLLECTIV CONTEMPORARY ART AND DESIGN 107, 6421-112 
Ave (491-0002) Open: Wed-Fri 12-530pm, Sat 10am-5pm, Sun 12- 
4pm * VALENTINES DAY SHOW. New artworks by Valery Goulet, 
Genevieve Dionne, Ben Skinner, Curtis Allan, Andy Warhol, Glenda 
Dennis, Абпеап Koleric, Karen Pentland, Vicki Sather. Grant Мет. 
and Rob Buttery 


DOUGLAS UDELL GALLERY 10322-124 St (488-4445) * Open: Tue- 
Fri 930am-530pm e LIVING TOGETHER New artworks by Sty 
Glabush * Feb. 18-Mar 4 


EXTENSION CENTRE GALLERY 2nd Fl, University Extension Centre, 
1309-112 St (492-0166) * Орел Mon-Thu 8:30am-Bpm, Fri 8:90am- 
430pm. Sat Sarwnoon • FLORAL STILL LIFE Paintings by Tanya Sehn 
* Until Mar. 1 


FAB GALLERY Am 1-1 Fine Arts Building, 112 St. B9 Ave (492-2081) 
* Open: Tussday to Friday, 10am to 5pm, and Saturday. 2pm-Spm ж 
COLLABORATIONS: Printworks from Thailand, Japan and Canada ж 
Until Feb. 25 * Opening reception: Fri, Feb. 17 (7-10pmj 


FRINGE GALLERY 10516 Whyto Avn (432-0240) = AFTER HOURS. 
Artveorks by Paint Spot's staff « Until Feb. 28 


GALLERIA OF CRAFTERS AND ARTISANS Capilano Mall (428. 
5456) * Local artworks featuring Sharon Merryweather in attendance 
Thu 5-9рт and Sat 11am-3pm * Through February 

HARCOURT HOUSE 10215-112 St (426-4180) + Open Mon-Fri 10am- 
5pm. Sm 124pm * Main Gallery: MISSING: A GUERILLA MAPPING 
PROJECT Photographs by Famke van Сани; until Mar. 11 * Front 
Room: MIDDLE OF MARY. Sculptural installation by Ingrid Coughlin, 
until Mar. 11 


JASPER YELLOWHEAD MUSEUM AND ARCHIVES 400 Pyramid 
Lake Ad, Jasper (780-652-3013) • ARIEL VIEWS: Artworks by Peggy 
Hubley and Sylvie Pinard until Feb. 19 + А MANY SPLENDORED 
THING: Encaustic paintings and clay sculpture by Marie Banville and 
Jili Murray, Fab. 24-Mar 12 

JOHNSON GALLERY (SOUTH) 7711-85 Sr [4656171] + Open Mon 
Fri Sam-5pm, Sat 10am-Spm ж Artworks by various artists + Through 
Fab. 

JOHNSON GALLERY (NORTH) 11817-80 St (479-8424] * Open Tus- 
нї 9:30ат-5:30рт; Sst 9:3Dam-4pm e Artworks by various artists © 
Through Feb. 


LATITUDE 53 1248-196 St, 2nd Н (423-5353) • Open Tue-Fri Tam: 
брт, Sat 12-5pm * DANGER WILL ROBINSON: Interactive robotics 


9797 Jasper Ave. 


€ Numerous Diverse Exhibits 


€ Speakers & Lectures 
€ Alternative Therapies 
@ Healing Arts 
Products for Wellness 


| ЖО 


Tai Chi & 
Marshal Arts 


Apr 7th-9th 


Shaw Conference Centre 


Products for 
Wellness 


ard bmeti sculpture by Peter Flemming, Denton Frednckson. Garnet 
Hertz and Lynn Richardson « Feb. 17-Mar. 18 © Opening reception: 
Fri, Feb 17 рт 

LITTLE CHURCH GALLERY 455 King St, Spruce Grove [962-0664] + 
MY ALBERTA COUNTRY Prsintings of rodeos and country Ме by Jan 
Howder-Paul © Until Feb. 25 

МЕМИЦЕН GALLERY |) of A Hospital, B440-112 St (407-7152) * 
Open Mon-Fri Yüam-Bpm. Sat-Ses 1-8pm © IN THE SPIRIT OF TIBET: 
Virginia Penny (curator) featuring photographs. objects and book of 
poetry * Until Ape 2 

MCPAG 5411-51 St, Stony Plain (969-2777) * Open Mon-Sat 10am- 
Арт, Sun 10am630pm • Artworks by Don Sharpe * Until Mar 12 • 
Opening reception. Sun, Feb. 19 


MUSÉE HERITAGE MUSEUM 5 St. Anne Street. St. Albert (456- 
1528) • Open: Mon-Sat 10am-Spm, Sun 1-5pm • SCOUTING FOR 
INDIANS: Photographs by Jeffrey Thomas • Until Feb. 26 
PROFILES PUBLIC ART GALLERY 19 Perron Street, St. Albert (460- 
4310) • Open: Tue-Sat [10am-5pm], Thu [108m-Spm] « IN 
SEQUENCE: Artworks by Joseph Anderson. Terry Reynokdson, Kelly 
Johnar and Michael Coolidge; until Mar. 3 ® Youth Portfolio: Create a 
portfolio for submission to post-secondary art programs ® Until Feb 
1617-9): $15 « ArtVentures: Feb. 18 [1-4pm] for children 6-12 


REYNOLDS-ALBERTA MUSEUM Zim W of Wetaskiwin, Hwy 13 
(780-361-1351/1-800-861-4726] * Open: Tue-Sun 10am-5pm « Lite 
and Times of the Motoreyele: Until Sept. 17, 2006 © $9 (adutt/$7 
foumy55 (child]/free (child su and under) 


SCOTT GALLERY 10411-124 St (488-3619) • Open Tue-Sat 10am. 
Эрт * NEW WORK Abstract drawings by Noni Boyle + CANVAS, 
PAPER, GLASS: Paintings and glasswork by Brenda Malkinenn © Until 
Feb. 21 


SNAP GALLERY 10309-97 St (423-1492) • Open Tue-Sat 12-5pm * 
AND NOW. THEN OTHERWISE Printworks suggesting the idea of fima 
‘and temporal release by Toronto artist David Armstrong. until Feb. 18; 
reception, artist in attendance: Thu, Feb. 16 (7-9pm) e ANALOGUE 
Printworks by Calgary artist Linda Carreiro; Feb. 23-Арг 8 


STUDIO GALLERY 2nd location 11 Perron Street, St. Albert (460- 
5993] * Open: Tue-Fri 1Оатебрт, Sat 10am-5pm * NEW BOUND- 
ARIES: Artworks by Bruce Allen Сапа Beerens, Douglas Fraser, Shair! 
Honey, Susanne Toutes, Linda Wilder and other artists • Through 
February 


VAAA GALLERY 3rd А, Harcourt House, 10215-112 St (421-1731) + 
Open Mon-Fri 10am-4pm + TACTILE Artworks by Margo Anton, 
Cecilia Gossen and Judy Schafers • Until Mar 19 


VANDERLEELIE GALLERY 10183.112 St (452-0285) + Open Tue-Sat 
10am-5:30pm « CONVERGENCE: Painting, sculpture and installation 
оп humanity's impact on the environment by Peter von Tiesenhausen + 
Opening reception, artist in attendance Sat. Feb 18 {2-4pm) 


WEST END GALLERY 12308 Jasper Ave (488-4892) + 
IMPRESSIONS: Landscapes by Guy Roy * Until Feb. 24 


WORKS GALLERY Commerce Place, Main FL 10150 Jasper Ave (426- 
2122) * Open: Mon-Fri поол-брт e FIGURES ALONE IN SPACE 
Figurative artworks by Gabriels Rosende ® Until Mar. 3 * Closing 
reception: Mar. 3 (7-10pm] 


LITERARY 


BLUE CHAIR CAFÉ 9624-76 Ave * Story Slam: Ten writers each 
road or perform thei own gripping, witty, dramatic, original yam = 
Wed, Feb. 22 (врту Три sign-up] 3rd Wed ea month « $5 


Show Hours 
Fri. 3pm-10pm 
Sat. 10am-9pm 
Sun. 11am-6pm 


Ф Spas & Wellness Centres 

Ф Yoga & Fitness 

Ф Astrology 8 Psychics 

$ Personal Development 
and much much more... 


. Adm. $10 


 donatior/ pass the hat 
CITY ARTS CENTRE 10943-84 Ave (433-2937) • TALES story tet 
Пола: © 2nd Fri each month 
GREENWOODS: BOOKSHOPPE 7925-104 St (432-9477) • An 
evening of mystery and intrigue, readings. questions and answers and 
book signing with Alex Domokos and Rita Toews, authors of Body 
Traffic, aed D.M. Wyman, author of Reunions Are Deadly > Wed, Feb. 
22 (7:30pm) 


KASBAR LOUNGE Үл: Taverna basement, 10444-82 Ave + Rock 
the Kaster open stage spoken word featuring various readers with 
The Raving Poets Band • Every Wed (8pm) + Until Agr. 26 

LAURIE GREENWOOD'S VOLUME П BOOKS 12433-102 Ave (488- 
2665] • Book signing, slide show and discussion with fine art histori- 
an and novelist Ross King featuring his latest book Judgement Of 
Paris: The Revolutionary Decade That Gave the World Impressionism 
* Fri, Feb. 17 (730pm) 


NAKED CYBER CAFÉ 10354 Jasper Ave • Music, poetry, and per- 
formance art open stage hosted by the Naked Eclectic Electric 
Orchestra. © Every Thu (Врт) 

‘STANLEY A. MILNER LIBRARY Centre for Reading and the Arts, 7 
Sir Winston Churchill Sq * Writers Guild of Alberta member night 
with discussion on what defines “to read and write"; Wed, Feb. 22 
(рт) е (814-8520) The Library Quartets: Featuring east-coast poet 
Zach Wells, with lan LeTourneau, Laurie MacFayden, and Kerry 
Muthoiland, Feb. 24 (7:30pm) 


UNIVERSITY OF ALBERTA Education South Bldg, Rm 122 (458- 
4662/46]-2924) « Presentation by Earle Gray How To Make A 
Dynamite Speeclr* The Canadian Authors Association-Alberta writ- 
ers circle with Margaret Macpherson (7pm) « Fri, Fab. 24 (Врт) • 
Free (Member/hirst-time guest) $10 (non-member) pre-register 


THE UPPER CRUST CAFE 10909-85 Ave (433-2932) « Family, Fools 
and Wisemen: weekly reading senes featuring local poets, followed 
by an open mic ө Every Mon (7:9рт) ® $5 


LIVE COMEDY 


THE COMEDY FACTORY 3414 Gateway Boulevard (469-4999) Thu 
830pm, Fri B 30pm, Sat Врт and 10:30pm ® Jimmie JJ Kid Dynomite 
Walker; Feb. 16-18 * Chris Molineux, Fab. 23-25 


THE COMIC STRIP 1646 Bourbon St, WEM, 8882-170 St (483-5999) 
* Show times nightly at 8pm; weekends Врт and 10:30pm • JR 
Brow with Mike Simmons and guests; Feb. 16-19 • Get Hypnotized 
With Sheldon Fingler; Tue, Feb 21 * Improv Extravaganza with Skit 
For Brains along with the Fresh Faces of Stand-Up: Wed, Feb. 21-22 * 
Mit of the Just for Laughs festival Chad Daniels; along with Welby 
Santos and guests; Feb 23-26 • Get Hypnotized: With Sheldon 
Fingler, Tue, Feb. 28 


YUK YUK'S KOMEDY KABARET Londonderry Mall (481-9857) + 
Wed/Thu Врт, Fri/Sat Врт and 10:30pm * Wed: Disgruntled 
Employee Night * Richard Lett: Feb. 16:18 * Laughing For Cancer: 
Benefit. live auction with hosts Billy Cowen (K-ROCK) and Graham Neil 
(ОРАМ; Sun, Feb. 19 * Ken Valgardson; Feb. 23-24 * Mr. Lehey and 
Randy from The Trailer Park Boys, Feb. 25 


THEATRE 


ALBERTA'S NAPPY ROOTS La Cité francophone, 8627-91 St [203- 
7040/389-7009) * A hip hop musical written by new playwright 
Michael Hume and directed by Walterdale Theatre alumnus Petra 
Duncan * A hilarious "barbershop-style" funky, hip hop musical fea- 
turing Darkson Tribe, and a high energy cast of some of E-towns best 
hip-hop. soul and gospel performers celebration of Black History 
Month = Fob 18 [7pm] = $15 (894/820 (door) 


AS YOU LIKE IT Timms Centre for the Arts, B7 Ave-112 St (492- 
2273/420-1757) * By William Shakespeare, presented by Studio 
Theatre * Forest frolicking, gander-bending, wrestling, songs and 
dance, all amid an exploration of how to love, directed by Dean 
Gilmour * Until Feb. 18 (Врт), Feb. 16 (12:30pm) • $8-$20 at ИХ on 
The Square 


CHARLIE AND THE CHOCOLATE FACTORY Festival Place, 100. 
Festival Way, Sherwood Park (449-3378/451-8000) • Willy Wonks, 
‘eccentric owner of the local candy factory, is having a contest. The 
five lucky winners, including Charlie Bucket, show up at the factory. 
‘and enter Wonka's magical world + Feb. 19-20 (2pm and 7:30pm] + 
$18 (adult/$15 [children 12 and under) at the Festival Place box office; 
TicketMaster 


CHIMPROV Varscona Theatre, 10329-83 Ave (433-3399) • Comedy 
improv every Sat 11pm (except last Saturday of the month} 


COME BLOW YOUR HORN Mayfield Dinner Theatre, Mayfield Inn. 
16815-108 Ave (483-4051) ® Neil Simon's Hit Comady! ® Feb. 17-Apr 9 


DIE-NASTY Varscona Theatro 10329-83 Ave (433-3399) ® Directed 


‘by Dana Andersen. intrigue, passion and shennanigans abound in 
‘Edmonton's five improvised soap opera • Every Mon (Spm) until May 
23 * $10 tou) 

EVERYBODY LOVES RAY'S МОМ Jubiintions Dinner Theatre. 5852 
170 St (484-2424) © А successful sportswriter, Ray Baritone, lives 
with his wife, Debra. So what happens when Rays Mother Marie 
‘announces that they all are going to have to live together under one 
roof? • Until Ape 2 

FIDDLER ON THE ROOF Westbury Theatre, Trans Alta Bus Bare. 
10330-84 Ave (420-1757) • Presented by ELOPE Musical Theatre 
directed and choreographed by Jerome Robbins. Based оп Sholem 
Aleichem stories, book by Joseph Stein 。 Attempting to live a lite 
filled with Jewish traditions, Tevye searches for appropriate husbarc: 
for three of his daughters • Feb. 16-18 (7 30pm); Feb. 18 (рт) • 57 
Vadolti/$15 (senior/student) at Tix on the Square 


GUYS AND DOLLS Citadel Shocter Theatre, 6928-101A Ave (425. 
1820) • Music and lyrics by Frank Loesser, book by Jo Swerling ani 
‘Abe Burrows, directed by Robb Paterson « Until Mar. 19 


HMS PINAFORE/THE LASS THAT LOVED A SAILOR Festival P... 
(499-3378/451-8000) • Operetta by Gilbert and Sullivan. produced t., 
Sherard Musical Theatre + Feb. 17-18, 24-25, Mar. 3-4 (7:30pm), ғ. 
26 (2pm) • Opening night gala: $20 {adult\/$17 (student/senio:) 51 
[adulu/$15 (student/senior]; matinee: $15 (adult/student/senior} at 
Festival Place box office, TicketMaster 


ТАМ MY OWN WIFE Citadel Maclab Theatre, 8928-101А Ave (4; 
1820] • Based on a true story about Lothar Berfelde by Doug Wrol 
starring John Ullyatt. directed by James MacDonald • Charlotte v 
Matilsdorf (Lothar Berfelde], а German transvestite who lived throu 
Nazî Germany, continues her lifelong pursuit of sexual liberty and 
antique furniture ® Until Feb 19 


JOHNNY GUITAR La Cité francophone, 8627-91 St • Leave it 10 
Jane Theatre presents this musical based on the movie Johnny ( 
directed by Tim Ryan + Feb. 24-Mar. 5 (Врт, Sundays 2pm), го < 
оп Monday = $18 fadultl/$15 (etudent/senior/Equity) at TIX on v 
Square 


NEW WORKS ON THE BLOCK Second Playing Space, Timms С: 
for the Arts, B7 Ave, 112 St © U of A Department of Drama new н 
atre festival featuring performances and staged readings * 

Performances: until Feb 18 (Врт) • $5 (weekday pass, shows Tu 
FriV/$S (Sat pass) at the door • Staged readings: Feb. 16, 18 (5рт 


NOSEBOWL 2006 Shaw Theatre, МАП (Princess Elizabeth Ave)» 
of Alberta's hottest high school improv teams fight it out for top 

ors and a groovy trophy * Until Feb. 18 [7pm] * $3 (student/$5 

{adult} 


OH SUSANNA! Varscona Theatre, 10329-83 Ave (433-3399) • |; 
Euro-Style Variety Spectacle! Laughs, music and more, guided by 
international glamor-gal Susanna Patchouli and her special gues 
host * Tickets available at the door • Sat, Feb. 25 (11pm) 


STAGE STRUCK 2006 Walterdale Playhouse, 10322-83 Ave (42( 
1757) * Featuring performances of one act plays "The American 
Cheese Sandwich", “Out of Воду", “TBA by Gerald Osborne" and 
“Guido's Sweet Vendetta” e Fab 18 (1pm and 7pm) $8 (adult p 
session |/$8 (student/senior per session) or $15 (adult pass)/$10 (51: 
Gent/senior pass) at TIX on tha Square, door 


THEATRESPORTS Varscona Theatre, 10329-83 Ave (448-0695) « 
Rapid Fire Theatre weekly insane improv show every Friday at 1ipr + 
$10 


TRUE WEST Theatre Network, 10708-124 St. (453-2440) « А dari 
comedy by Sam Shepard, directed by Bradley Mass ® An intense | 
at the sibling rivalry between Austin, a quiet Му League-educated 
writer and his brother Lee, a beer-drinking petty thief + Until Feb 
* $22 (adult}/$18 (student/senior) ($1 more on Fri/Sat evenings} at 
TIX on the Square 


THE VAGINA MONOLOGUES Myer Horowitz Theatre, U of A 
Campus « University of Alberta V-Day Committee a benefit produ 
tion of Eve Enslers • Thu, Feb. 16 (Врт) * $15 at TIX on the 
Earth's General Store, campus info booths e Fundraiser for Safev 
and the University of Alberta Women’s Centre Collective 


THE VELVET SHOCK Varscona Theatre, 10329-83 Ave (433-3293, 
42/420-1757] * Presented by Teatro la Quindicina. Sheri Some 
retums to the role of her 1996 Teatro debut in а revival of this my 
ous continental comedy set in Salzburg, Austria in 1967 • Feb 16 
Mar. 4 (Tue-Sat Врт, Sat 2pm) « $18 (ади 515 (student/senior) 2 
TIX on the Square e Sat 2pm: Pay-What-You-Can (door); Fri, Feb. 16 
Two-for-One; Tue: $10 


VICTORIA Arden Theatre, 5 St. Anne Street, St. Albert (459-1542) * 
Created and performed by Montreal's Dulcinea Langfelder, using 
music, dance and physical comedy to portray Victoria, who has lost 
her memory, her control over her life and her bladder 。 Wed, Маг 
(Врт) ® $22 50/$18.50 (senior) available at the Arden Theatre box 
office, TicketMaster 
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CAROLYN NIKODYM / carolyn@vueweeldy.com 
good number of us, at one 
А: or another, have tagged 
a cafeteria table or 
a bathroom ad, and some 
of us gone out and added 
some more artistic graffiti 
to the urban landscape. But TAS ROCKS 
if you've made even a cursory pass 
through Adbusters, you know that oth- 
ers have taken the idea of leaving a 
mark to a completely different level. 

They make stickers and slap them 
on bus stops, phone booths and 
ATMs. They commandeer signs and 
billboards with their own subversive 
sentiments (or subvertisements). Of 
all the agit-pop artists out there, how- 
ever, Ron English is the granddaddy. 

In POPaganda: The Arts & Crimes 
of Ron English, director Pedro Carava- 
jal captures English in the act of liberat- 
ing billboard after billboard with his 
own art. His gargantuan statements— 
re-imagining Ronald McDonald as a fat 
man, replacing the word “Marlboro” 
with the word "breathe"—turn the ads 
for products that we take for granted 
into thought-provoking works of art. 


BEGINNING AS A self-described “illegal 
artist" in the late '80s, English spoke 
his politics just in the act of taking 
over a billboard, of giving his art to 
the people for free. He maintains that 
he is a landscape artist, that his work 
is simply a response of the world he 
sees around him. 

His compulsion to be an artistic 
outlaw grew into something much 
bigger, however, as he looked at his 
Jersey City and New York City land- 
Scape with an increasingly critical eye. 

In POPaganda, English notes that 
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his real breaking point was when 
Camel started placing the cartoonish 
Joe Camel in their ads; it galled him 
that the cigarette company would so 
blatantly market-to children. His first 
major anti-advertising campaign 
heavily targeted Camel as well as 
other tobacco companies. He'd spend 
hours painting giant sheets of paper 
with a realistic-looking anti-ad and, in 
broad daylight, paste it up over an 
existing billboard. 

Some of his work lasts for a couple 
of days, some for only a few hours—it 
seems to depend on how risqué the 
piece is. (His polemic ad "Let's get 
drunk and kill Jesus," the blond- 
haired, blue-eyed Jesus depicted in 
English's likeness, nearly got him and 
his crew stomped.) 

But overall, English picks his tar- 
gets with keen wit, co-opting pop 
images and slogans into his own 
design and refreshingly biting into our 
advertising landscape. Most of us will 
never be as loud as the images that 
scream down at us from giant bill- 
boards, and English is a bit of a reve- 
lation to watch in action. 

He's a likeable character; Carava- 
jal's documentary does a wonderful 
job of capturing the balance between 
the artist's humble and didactic sides. 
English has a wonderful sense of 
humour—never taking himself terribly 


seriously—but he also has a strong 
sense of his purpose 

And his purpose has many layers 
Although he's now a successful artist, 
commanding top dollar for paintings 
that pervert pop culture, it's his free 
art, his parodic billboards that he is 
most famous for. 


IN SUBVERTING well-known ads with 


his own ideas, English is also undoing 
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n POPaganda, revenge of the pith 


WHETHER WITH WORDS OR WITH IMAGES, COUNTER-AD GRAFFITIST RON ENGLISH TELLS IT LIKE IT IS 


the work of the advertising agencies 
He points out in the film that if some 
one sees one of his spoof ads, the 
next time they see the real ad he is 
riffing on, they'll think of his work 
Then there’s the whole idea of 
freedom of speech that he questions 
with his work. He says, in the film, 
that people ask him why he just does: 
n't pay for the billboard space, why 
he risks a felony conviction and the 


fact that his hours of work will be 


destroyed 

He rightfully submits that even if he 
paid top dollar, he doubts that some- 
thing like his “Jesus drives an SUV/ 
Muhammad pumps his gas" would 
have a very long life 

And if we look to the often short- 
lived, controversial ad campaigns of 
PETA, we'd probably have to agree 
with him. v 


Cameroon's patriarchy gets a 
lashing from Sisters in Law 


BRIAN GIBSON / bra Cvaeweekh. cen. 
isters in Law opens by intro- 
ducing one of the feistiest, no- 
year. State prosecutor Vera 
windows and through the TS ROCKS 
and tyrannical guardians to task. 


nonsensest action heroes you're 
likely to see on screens all 
Ngassa walks into a weath- Ма 
ered building, past barred 
padded inner door to her office. This is 
where she brings abusive husbands 
In one case, an aunt who has beat- 
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en her six-year-old niece with a coat 
hanger starts to sob and pleads to 
Ngassa, “Sister— ” The prosecutor, 
sitting upright bebind her desk, 


retorts, “Don't you “sister' me!” and 
later, after sending the aunt off to cus- 
tody, calls after her, “Shame!” 

Sisters in Law launches us, without 
any preamble, into the world of NgasSa 
and court president Beatrice Ntuba, two 
tough-minded legal advocates for 
women and children in Kumba Town, 
Cameroon. The film throws us into the 
various dramas of Ngassa's cases, asso- 
ciating the women exclusively with 
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their work, offering no personal 
background (save for a few amusing 
scenes where Ngassa, somewhat more 
tenderly, cross-examines her son). 

The downside of this approach is 
that these women's world may seem 
the rule, rather than the exception it 
surely is in largely patriarchal West 
Africa. And questions remain: How 
did the Women's Lawyers' Association 
get started? Why in Kumba Town? 
Were the cases an unusual series of 
open-and-shut legal victories? 


THE OTHER NAGGING suspicion Sisters 
in Law raises is the unspoken influ- 
ence of the camera. When Ntuba 
begins a verdict with a specious gen- 
eralization about the acceptability of 
family beatings in African cultures, or 
when a board of men decides to grant 
a Muslim woman a divorce while 
exhorting her to, "Feel free ... . That's 


LI ыг ov: ! E +: 
` Sisters are doing it for themselves 


what Cameroon wants!" it's hard to 
believe that these judges aren't play- 
ing to their cinematic audience. 

Film-festivalgoers’ and juries’ 

embrace of Kim Longinitto’s and Flo- 
rence Ayisi’s documentary is easy to 
understand. The film is permeated 
with Ngassa's endearing mix of 
fierce indignation and relentlessly 
logical legal attacks in court. And 
there are many offbeat, hilarious 
moments. 

If Sisters in Law doesn't really delve 
into the effectiveness of Ntuba's 
harsh sentences, it does expose the 
mundanity of crime. The rapists and 
abusers whom Ngassa confronts are 
remarkably pathetic and banal, from 
a pedophile in all his sniveling sulki- 
ness to the aunt hollowly pleading for 
forgiveness from her niece. 

Ultimately, it's the rousing, tri- 
umphant spirit of Ngassa's and 
Ntuba's fierce compassion that makes 
Sisters in Law a qualified success. м 
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In The Devil's Miner, it's 
Bolivian children who pay 
the price for cheap silver 
DOCUMENTARY REVEALS HARSH EXISTENCE OF TWO YOUNG SILVER MINERS 


BRIAN GIBSON / brian @vueweeklycom 

n Bolivia, one of the poorest 
[~ in the Americas, lies the 

highest city in the world, 4300 
metres above sea level. And .over 
Potosi, its wide slope strewn with 
cloud or cast in shadow, the stark 
and implacable mountain of Cerro 
Rico looms. 

Inside the mountain, in dank 
tunnels that can reach tempera- 
tures of 40 degrees, Bolivian chil- 
dren mine for silver worth US$13 
or $14 per pound. 

Two of these kids are 14-year-old 
Basilio Vargas and his 12-year-old 
brother Bernardino. The tender, hum- 
ble home life ofthe father- 
less Vargas family is built 
on the rough-scrabble, 
back-breaking quest for 
veins of silver. The four of № ROCKS 
them depend on the boys’ money and 
the little extra that the mother makes 
for guarding miners’ tools in their 
stone house up on the mountain. 

ке! Davidson. and Richard 
Ladkanis The Devil's Miner, an 
achingly scored and exquisitely shot 
documentary, watches the Vargas 
brothers as they sit on rubble outside 
the mine with the»silhouettes of 
peaks spreading out in the dusk 
before them, chewing соса leaves in 
order to fortify themselves for a 12- or 
24-hour shift of work underground. 

We trudge after these two boys as 
they gently prod sticks of dynamite 
into holes in the rock or scurry up 
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into nooks and crannies in the sides 
of mining shafts, jumping out of the 
way of brakeless wagons being 
pushed full-tilt along the tracks by 
grimy men. Of the 800 children who 
work in Cerro Rico, the boss of one 
cooperative-run mine notes sombre- 
ly, “It is an incredible sadness. They 
are throwing their bodies into the 
same fire that we do.” 


THE DEVIL'S MINER is fuelled by the 


unearthly tension between the work- 
ers’ outer and inner worlds. The 
city’s churches are far from the dark, 
hot, arsenic-tainted shafts, and once 
inside, the miners give offerings to 
Tio, or Satan, their subterranean pro- 
tector. After Sunday mass in Potosi, 
miners gather above the city for the 
sacrifice of a llama, whose blood 
they spread on themselves and splat- 
ter on the entrance to the mine in an 
effort to appease the master of their 
hellish second home. 

The red-eyed, horned idols of Tio 
found in every mine are a legacy of 
colonialism—the Spaniards appar- 
ently built many of them in order to 
intimidate the Indios into continuing 


to slave away for them. 

Now, the usually native miners— 
who often die at 35 or 40 from silico- 
sis, caused by the tunnels’ dust accu- 
mulating in and slowly eating away 
at their lungs—eke out a grudging 
perilous, subsistence-wage living 
with their labour in the “mountain 
that eats men alive,” so named 
because 8 million are said to have 
died in Cerro Rico. 

The Vargas brothers hope to 
escape the mines—Basilio finds work 
at a better-paying, more dangerous 
mine, where pneumatic hammers 
spew the fatal dust up around cloth 
muffled drillers—by saving up 
enough money for themselves and 
their sister Vanessa to go to school 
where the students will call a miner 
“rock thief" or “dust sucker.” 

By afternoon, the uniformed 
Basilio has left his Christianity-pro- 
moting, disciplinarian school and is 
slogging his way through muddy 
puddles and claustrophobic caverns 
The camera practically bores its way 
into the rock as it follows the light oí 
the acetylene flame on his helmet 
into the descending darkness. 

This is an unflinching, unforget- 
table glimpse at two boys who have 
been aged beyond their years by 
grinding work that they must endure 
for the faint hope of a differen: 
future. But it is just a glimpse—2* 
one miner says, "Nobody can grasp 
what they are going through. The 
lives they have lived." w 
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МКООҮМ / carly @vueweskiyson 
's hard to say whether releasing 
agine Me & You within a month 
(though the movies can't fairly be 
spared, the fact that both deal in 
-sex relationships will undoubt- 
lump them together. Nonethe- 
5, because Brokeback is such a 
imphant film, you can't help but 
der if it just won't steal the thun- 
of rookie director Ol Parker's 
wine Ме & You. 
шо! that this would be a bad thing— 
ere Ang Lee's Brokeback is a tragic 
s story, Parker's film is nothing 
re than a fluffy romantic comedy 
a polite British vibe where lesbian 
is the hurdle its main characters 
e to leap. 
дз new bride Rachel (Piper Perabo) 
[к< down the aisle to meet her 
от Hector (Matthew Goode), she 
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IMAGINE ME & YOU 
WRITTEN AND DIRECTED BY OL PARKER 
STARRING PIPER PERABO, LENA HEADY, 
MATTHEW БОВЕ 


locks eyes with Luce (Lena Headey), a 
free-spirited florist. The two women 
hit it off and become fast friends, but 
when Rachel discovers that 

Luce is a lesbian, her world 

falls into chaos. Is there : 
such a thing as love at first 

sight? Did she marry just TIS UOS 
Hector for security? Valid questions, 
but Rachel never has to delve too 
deeply into them because the movie 
itself lives only on the surface of them. 
ADMITTEDLY, TWAS WORRIED about the 
film turning the subject matter over to 
male fantasy lesbianism, but Parker 
thankfully resists the temptation. 
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However, he pretty much avoids sexu- 
al tension altogether, making the only 
filmed kiss between Rachel and Luce 
incredibly banal. 

While there is a certain amount of 


chemistry between the pair 


ind while 


Headey is immensely believable, nei 


ther actress digs in deep enough to 
give the audience a reason to really 


get behind the women 


— 


Dy 


m! Romance! But banal Imagine Me & You is no Brokeback 


But then, the whole film is like that 
Everything—from the action to the 
comedy—is so schmaltzy that it's easy 
to be indifferent to all of the characters 

Perabo is adorable (and even deliv- 
ers a passable British accent) as she 
wrinkles her brow over her sexuality, 
while Goode has a bit of that bumbling 
Hugh Grant thing going on. Even the 
womanizing Coop (Darren Boyd) is 
forgivable as he suggests that all Luce 
needs is a good heterosexual romp in 


bed. But there’s nothing that any of 
these capable actors can do to save 
the film from its own mediocrity 
There's simply nothing going on here 


that isn't utterly by-the-book 
Like other films of the genre, Imag 

ine Me & You tackles its subject matter 
only in the least believable ways. But I 
suppose that there's something to be 
said for touting the “happily-ever 
after" sentiment without involving a 
knight in shining armour. м 
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“PARKER'S MOVIE KICKS INTO 
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NICHOLAS TAM / nick@vueweekly.com 
eedomland carries the pre- 
Е of being a mystery-thriller 
about a New Jersey woman 
named Brenda (Julianne Moore) who 
stumbles into a hospital and claims 
that a generic Scary Black Man from 
the Armstrong projects has jacked her 
car and driven off with her four-year- 
old son asleep in the back. 

This reviewer begs to differ, how- 
ever, since one of the necessary con- 
ditions of this hyphenated subgenre is 
an element of, well, mystery. 

The problem is that the film only 
achieves any level of interest after the 
halfway point, after we dis- 
cover the truth behind the 
disappearance of Brenda's 
son. But it's not nearly so 
long before both police THIS IS OK 
detective Lorenzo Council (Samuel L 
Jackson) and the audience figure out 
that she's lying, in some way, about 
his abduction, so everything up to the 
critical revelation is filler. 

In the meantime, Lorenzo shouts at 
Brenda a lot to discern the facts, while 
Julianne Moore and the cameraman 
jitter nervously in syncopated time— 
which is apparently director Joe Roth's 


placebo for actual dramatic tension. <= | OPENS FRI, FEB 17 

TO THE CREDIT of screenwriter Richard = FREEDOMLAND 
Price, who adapted the two-hour film Е WRITTEN B Ü 
from his own 736-page novel, there = ea т 


do exist intermittent attempts to 
broaden the story into a drama about 
subversive racial prejudices 

Brenda's brother Danny (Ron 
Eldard), for instance, just happens to 
be a cop from a nearby town; he calls 
in an all-white cavalry and locks 
down the projects, much to Lorenzo's 
chagrin. Jurisdictional pandemonium 
ensues. 

Mind you, it all gets ignored until 
the inevitable riot sequence late in 
the film. The riot itself comes right 
out of Gladiator, complete with the 
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silent collapse of a phalanx of police- 
men set to a mellow vocal solo, and a 
bit where our hero gets hit on the 
head and starts seeing everything in 
dizzy-vision. 

And then there are other moments 
where the action borders on the com- 
ical, such as when Lorenzo runs into 
a covert missing-children volunteer 
squad that likes to make its presence 
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Top half is wobbly, but eventually 
Freedomland's legs learn to walk 


opposed to more conventiona! 
ods like a well-placed telephon 
That arc is saved by a strong репот 
ance from the leader of the 
Karen (Edie Falco), who elici 
truth from Brenda in a cutting interro 
gation that makes for the best scen 
in the movie. 

Freedomland eventually fin 
footing thanks to a strong cast 
solid script full of meaty speeches 
the leads, who unfortunately оп!) 
make sense as characters in t} 
ond half of the film. 

Sloppy editing, unimagina! 
direction and a pace as unstal 
the distressed mother it stars prev 
it from exploring its ambition 
being an important tale to tell. v 
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Tranian woman faces existentia angst— 
not a lack of gasoline!—in Deserted Station 


BRIAN GIBSON / bri 
` Т гап!ап films of the past decade or so, 
[рес Abbas Kiarostami's, exist 
in a lulling limbo-state between sim- 
ple life reflections and metaphorical and 
allegorical undercurrents. 

Alireza Raisian's latest film, 
Deserted Station, based on a short 
story by Kiarostami, is little 
different, as it traces a cou- 
ple's aborted pilgrimage to 
one of Iran's holiest sites, 
slowly casting out dark THS ROKS 
shadows of meaning. 

Yet Raisian’s film also offers the 
added frisson of one woman's exis- 
tential dread, a lingering sense that a 
moment of internal crisis is waiting 
just around life's next turn 

At first, everything seems straight- 
forward. A man is driving a pick-up 
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towards the wide-open horizon, а 
desertscape stretching away from the 
highway in all directions. The man 
stops to snap the landscape. Then, the 
camera captures this photographer 
snapping a picture of his wife who, all 
along, had been sleeping in the pas- 
senger seat, And as the couple drive 
on, he (Nezam Manouchehri) offers 
some patronizing comments while 
she (Leila Hatami), a little sulkily, tries 
to explain how a neighbour's joke 
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was a catty dig а! her childlessness. 

When the husband tries to avoid a 
deer, he swerves into a hill of dirt. 
Now the truck won't work. After 
enlisting the help of the only man 
around, Mr Parikhany (Mehran 
Rajabi), the teacher at a nearby village, 
the two men go to get truck parts from 
the nearest town while the wife stays 
behind fo teach the children, whose 
fathers all work in the city. 


FROM THE MALFUNCTIONING pick-up 
to Mr Parikhany's motorbike break- 
down, the film is full of stillbirths. The 
wife, whose first two pregnancies 
failed, is now in the midst of her third, 
but suddenly burdened with a class of 
children, including a stunted girl, 
Jeiran, whom she must carry up to the 
classroom like a baby. 


Daring? Check. Danger? 


In this barren land, the expectant 
wife's own sense of alienation steadi- 
ly grows, but she's pulled along by the 
inexorable force of these children 
suddenly under her protection. 

In a world where the men are self- 
absorbed and the students' education 
comes with strings attached, Kiarosta- 
mi and Raisian conjure up the oppres- 
sive miasma clinging to women and 
kids in patriarchal Iran. But is 
Kiarostami mocking cinema itself as 
he shows the director-like figure of the 
husband to be more absorbed by the 
artfulness of a potential shot than by 
the life struggling on all around him? 

Even as Deserted Station questions 


itself, it offers startling images, 
the outsider-wife backed by a 
and doorways that frame the à 
horizon, to a mesmerizing, Kubricy 
like sequence where she play: ; 
and-seek with her pupils | 
trainyard—which accentu: | 
growing tension between the faltering 
wife and her clamouring charg: 

And in the haunting anti-climax | 
this stubbornly ambiguous film 
irresolute wife seems to find ап inna 
strength and, caught between th 
losses of the past and a starkly 
tain future, considers abandon; 
them to the fateful tides of the) 
strange new present. v 


Absent in Ford's Firewall 


JOSEF BRAUN / joset@vueweekly.com 
esigned as a thriller for the 
р“ of digital ubiquity, Fire- 
wall is appropriately rife with 


plot twists that involve sabotage of 
virtual money vaults and high-tech 


MacGyveresque tricks that employ fax 
But by the time the film is over, it's 

evident that the energy 

was at the expense of things e 

like character, style and 

degree of plausibility necessary to truly 

propel a movie in this genre. 

computers for a Seattle bank, and 

acts somewhat robotic himself in his 


machines and iPods. 

invested into gimmickry 

especially that minimal TIS IS OK 
Harrison Ford's Jack programs 

determination to thwart the band of 


A GOOD WOMAN 
NIGHTLY 7:00 & 9:00 PM 


SAT SUN & MON MATINEE 2:00 PM 
Т] 


“SOUS, SS — Or ten 
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NOW PLAYING 


REWALL 

DIRECTED BY RICHARD LONCRAME 

WRITTEN BY JOE FORTE 

STARRING HARRISON FORD, VIRGINA MADSEN, 
UL BETTANY 


THRILLER 


brilliant bank robbers holding his 
family hostage. 

Virginia Madsen plays his wife, 
whose sole duty is to stand by her 
man even while his cowboy heroics 
recklessly endanger the lives of their 
children. 

Not that we ever worry, since crimi- 
nal mastermind Paul Bettany (with the 
European accent customary for cliché 
villains) thinks nothing of blowing 
away his fellow baddies, yet never 


10337 - Whyte Ave. - 433-0728 


lays a malevolent finger on Jack's kin 


| WILL SAY THIS for Firewall: 1 wast 
bored. After an awkward bit of cross 
cutting between Jack's abduction ап 
that of his family (the rhythm stumblin 
with every new burst of Alex 
Desplat's cop show score), it's actio 
action, action: the stakes run high an 
the pace becomes taut and eng 
despite that we know perfectly v 
how this is going to turn out 

If only Alan Arkin or Robert Forstel 
had bigger parts, Firewall might havé 
had some shades to it, some depth 
perhaps even a real story. As it stands 
it's simply a well-oiled machine ru! 
ning smoothly until the final brutal 
cathartic punch-up and blow-up 
which point it hits the wall. v 


E MOVIE Alyson Hannigan, Adam 
прое! and Jennifer Coolidge star in 


pu Jason Friedburg and 
on Seltzer's spoof on romantic come- 
in which a 


woman meets the man of 
sams, only to have to overcome some 
rdles before they can tie the knot. 


BELOW Paul Walker, Jason Biggs 
4 Gerard Plunkett star in Alive director 
nk Marshall's action-adventure about 


265 

limax ( researchers who must leave their 
ilm. ır -sled team behind in Antarctica as the 
an innd ther becomes increasingly dangerous. 
een th 

у unc ВАМА FRAMEWORKS: EAT THIS! Local 
idoni or Shelaine Sparrow captures two 


ersity students who challenge their 
fessor to literally consume their con- 
pts as a more creative response to their 

ЖОШ Screening with POPa- 
‚ TELER HALL THE CITADEL THU, FEB 16 (7 PM) 


EDOMLAND Samuel L Jackson, 
ilianne Moore and Edie Falco star in 
ristmas With the Kranks director Joe 
ihs film about a woman who blames 
African-American from the projects for 
kidnapping of her son, igniting racial 
insions between two towns. Read 
cholas Tam's review on page 34. 


GINE МЕ & YOU Piper Perabo, Lena 


adey and Matthew Goode star in first- 


of thej 


ck's ki 


I wast 
of crosg 


ction ап те director Ol Parker's romantic comedy 
stumbli a new bride who falls in love with 
єхапй ет female florist. Read Carolyn 


^s actio od 
high a 
"прав 
ctly v 


(5 review on page 33. 
E LETTERS Jennifer Jones and 


Holden star in The Confession 
ector William Dieterle’s romance about 
rt Ғогѕіе affair between an American journalist 
ight havd a Eurasian doctor that meets with 


e depthillejudice from the outside world. ROYAL 
1 stang Mac (128 STREET & 102 AVENUE); MON, FEB 
ine mi 


al brute 
)w-up, 4 


35 


3-0728 


OVING PICTURES: DANCE ON FILM 
D VIDEO A collection of short films by 
tious directors that explore the inter- 


gtions of choreography and the camera. 
LU AL RECTA S818 


PAGANDA: THE ART OF CRIMES OF 
ENGLISH A documentary by Pedro 
rvajal about the billboard-liberation 
lics of artist Ron English that captures 
New Yorker pirating hundreds of bill- 
ds and chronicles his growth as an 
st. Read Ni 's review оп 
e 31. ZEILER HALL, THE CITADEL; THU, FEB 16 (7 
DET ETI 19820(9 PM) 


A documentary by Krumped director 
id LaChapelle that paints a vivid pic- 
of a dance movement, with roots in 
ming and youth street culture, out of 
i pa LA. рал CITADEL; SAT, 


^ 


IN LAW A documentary by The 
Never Forget director Kim 
and Florence Ayisi that follows 

п women in the Cameroon 


— = 


we ` 


оз > 
= 本 


RY 17-THU, FEBRUARY 23, 2006 


All showtimes are subject to change at any time. 
leona contes DB Mr GONNA. 


CHABA THEATRE 


JASPER 
$094 Connaught Dr, Jasper, 852-4749 


BROKEBACK MOUNTAIN (14A, mature themes, sexu- 
al content) Fri-Sat 6:50 9:10 Sun-Thu 8:00 


NANNY МСРНЕЕ (С) Fri-Sat 7-15 9:10 Sat Sun 1:30 
‘Sun-Thu 8:00 


CINEMA CITY 12/MOVIES 12 


‘Cinema 12: 3633-99 St, 463-5481. 


CAPOTE (144) Sat Sun 10:50 Daily 1:30 4:10 6:50 9:35 
Fri Sat late show 12:05 


HARRY POTTER AND THE GOBLET OF FIRE: THE 
IMAX EXPERIENCE (PG, frightening scenes, not rec- 
ommended for young children) Daily 1:00 4:15 7:30 Fri 
Sat late show 10:45 


GRANDMA'S BOY (18A, Crude sexual content, sub- 
stance abuse) Sat Sun 11:00 Daily 1:25 4:20 7:30 9:45 
Fri Sat late show 12:00 


THE FAMILY STONE (PG) Sat Sun 11:15 Dally 1:35 
4:05 6:55 9:35 Fri Sat late show 12:05 


LAST HOLIDAY (PG) Sat Sun 11:10 Daily 1:40 4:15 
7:00 9:30 Fri Sat late show 12:15 


CHICKEN LITTLE (0) Sat Sun 11:45 Daily 2-15 4:45 
7:15 9:25 Fri Sat late show 11:35 


BENT (PG, mature themes) Sat Sun 10:55 Daiy 4:00 


RUMOR HAS IT (PG, not recommended for young chi- 
dren, mature themes) Sat Sun 11:05 Daily 2:05 4:35 
7:25 9:55 Fri Sat late show 11:55 


THE PRODUCERS (PG, crude content, not recom- 
mended for young chidren) Dally 1:25 7:05 Fri Sat late 
show 12:10 


JUST FRIENDS (14А) Sat Sun 11:40 Dally 2:10 4:15 
7:35 10:05 Fri Sat late show 12:30 


DERAILED (14A, violence, coarse language throughout) 
Sat Sun 11:35 Daily 1:55 4:40 7:20 9:50 Fri Sat late 
show 12:20 


YOURS, MINE AND OURS (Gj Sat Sun 11:30 Dally 
1:50 4:20 7:20 9:20 Fri Sat late shaw 11:30 


ZATHURA (PG, may frighten young children) Sat Sun 
11:25 Dally 1:45 4:30 7:10 9:15 Fri Sat late show 11:35 


Movies 12; 130 Ave 50 St, 472-9779 


CAPOTE (14A) Sat Sun 11:15 Daily 1:35 4:40 7:05 9:45 
Fri Sat late show 12:00. 


HARRY POTTER AND THE GOBLET OF FIRE: THE 
IMAX EXPERIENCE (PG, frightening scenes, not rec- 
ommended for young children) Sat Sun 12:00 Daily 3:15 
6:25 9:30 

GRANDMA'S BOY (18A, Crude sexual content, sub- 
stance abuse) Sat Sun 11:40 Dally 2:10 4:30 7:35 10:10 
Fri Sat late show 12:15 


THE FAMILY STONE (PG) Sat Sun 11:30 Daily 2:00 
4:50 7:30 9:50 Fri Sat late show 11:50 


LAST HOLIDAY (PG) Sat Sun 11:25 Dally 1:45 4:15 
7:00 9:40 Fri Sat late show 11:55 


CHICKEN LITTLE (С) Sat-Sun 11:10 Daily 1:10 3:10 
5:05 7:15 9:20 Fri Sat late show 11:20 


RUMOR HAS IT (PG, not recommended for young chil: 

dren, mature themes) Sat Sun 11:20 Daily 1:50 4:55. 

7:30 9:35 Fri Sat late show 11:35 

eer sun TU E Daly f, coarse lan 
аде throughout) Sat Sun 11:15 Daly 1:40 4:35 7:10 

$35 Fri Sat ate show 11:45 

JUST FRIENDS (14А) Sat Sun 11:40 Daly 2:15 3:00 

7:45 10:05 Fri Sat late show 12:05 

GET RICH OR DIE TRYIN' (18A, coarse language. vi 

lence) Sat Sun 11:00 Daily 1 Us 420 TF20 955 Fri Sat 

late show 12:10. 

YOURS, MINE AND OURS (G) Sat Sun 11:35 Daly 

2:05 4:45 7:25 9:25 Fri Sat late show 11:25 

FLIGHTPLAN (PG, not recommended tor young chí 

dren) Sat Sun 11:05 Daily 1:30 4:25 7:40 10:00 Fri Sat 

late show 12:20 


10200-102 Ave 421-7020 
BROKEBACK MOUNTAIN (14A. mature thermes, sexu 
al content, Dolby Stereo Digital) Fri-Thu 12:40 3-50 6:40 
9:50 
THE MATADOR (14А, coarse language. sexual content. 
Dolby Stereo Digital) Fri-Thu 2:40 5:00 7:40 10:15 
WALK THE LINE (PG, mature theme, not recommend 
ed for young onëdren, OTS Digital) Fn-Thu 12:25 3:25 
6:30 9:30. 

WHEN A STRANGER CALLS (14A, frightening scenes, 
Dolby Stereo Digital) Fa-Thu 1:00 

MATCH POINT (14A, mature themes. ОТВ Digital) Fri 
Thu 3:15 6:50 9:35 

FINAL 3 (18А, gory scenes, Dolby 
Stereo Digital) Fri-Thu 12:00 2:20 4:40 7.30 10.10 

THE PINK PANTHER (PG, Dolby Stereo Digital) Fri Thu 
12:10 2:30 4:50 7:20 10:00 

FIREWALL (14А, OTS Digital) Fri-Thu 1 10 2:40 7-10 
9:55 


UNDERWORLD: EVOLUTION (18A. gory violence 
Dolby Stereo Digitali Fri-Tnu 12:20 
IMAGINE ME AND YOU (144. DTS Digital) Fri Tho 
12:30 2:50 5:10 7:50 10:20 


FREEDOMLAND (14A, coarse language. mature 
themes, OTS Digitali Fri-Thu 12:50 3:30 7:00 9:40 


4211-129 Ava. 472-7000 


FIREWALL (144) F^-Mon 1:50 4:40 7:20 9:50 Tus: Tho 
4:40 7:20 9:50 


WHEN А STRANGER CALLS (14А. frightening scenes) 
Fri-Mon 2:20 4:30 6:40 9:10 Tuo- Thu 4:30 6:40 9:10 


NANNY MCPHEE (С) Fri-Mon 2:00 4:20 7:15 Tue-Thu 
420 7:15 


UNDERWORLD: EVOLUTION (184. violence) F: 
Thu 10:00 Ж 2 


WALK THE LINE (PG, mature theme, not recommend: 
вд for young chikiren) Fri Mon 12:50 3:50 6:45 9:35 
Tue-Thu 3:50 6:45 9:35 


FINAL DESTINATION 3 (18A, gory scenes) Fi Mon 
2:10 4:50 7:35 9:45 Tue-Thu 4:50 7:35 9:45 


CURIOUS GEORGE (G) Fri-Mon 1:10 3:40 6:90 Tue 
Tho 3:40 6:30 

BROKEBACK MOUNTAIN (14A. mature thames, seo/ 
al content) Fri-Thu 9:00 
FREEDOMLAND (14A, coarse language. mature 
themes} Fri-Mon 1:30 4:15 6:50 9:25 Tue-Thu 4:15 6:50 
925 

DATE MOVIE (14A, crude content throughout) Fri-Mon 
1:20 3:30 5:30 7:30 9:30 Tus- Thu 3:30 5:30 7:30 9:30 


THE PINK PANTHER (PG) Fri-Mon 1-40 4:10 7:10 920 
Tue-fhu 4:10 7:10 9:20 


EIGHT BELOW (0) Fri-Mon 1:00 4:00 7:00 9:40 Tue 
Thu 4:00 7:00 9:40 


EDMONTON FILM S 


DATE MOVIE (14А, crude content throughout. no pass. 
es) Fri 4:30 7:15 8:25 Sat-Mon 1:30 4:30 7:15 9:25 
Tue-Thu 7:15 9:25 


EIGHT BELOW (G) Fri 4:20 7:00 9:45 Ба Mon 1:15 
4:20 7:00 9:45 Tua-Thu 7:00 9:45 


FREEDOMLAND (14A, coarse language, mature 
themes} Fri 3:50 6:50 9:40 Sat-Mon 12:50 3:50 6:50 
9:40 Tue- Thu 6:50 9:40 


CURIOUS GEORGE (G) Fri 4:50 7:10 Sat-Mon 1230 
2:40 4:50 7:10 Tue-Thu 7:10 


FINAL DESTINATION 3 (18А, gory scenes) Ри 4:40 
7:20 9:50 Sat-Mon 1:40 4:40 7:20 9:50 Tue-Thu 7:20 
9:50 

FIREWALL (144) Fri 4:00 8:45 9:10 Sat-Mon 1:10 4:00 
6:45 9:10 Tue-Thu 6:45 9:10 


THE PINK PANTHER (PG) Fri 4:10 7 05 9:35 Sar Mon. 
1:20 4:10 7:06 9:35 Tue-Thu 7:05 9:35 


WHEN A STRANGER CALLS (14А, frightening scenes) 
Fri 4:55 7:30 10:00 Sat-Mon 2:45 4:55 7:30 10:00 Tue 
Thu 7:30 10:00 


THE MATADOR (14A, coarse language, sexui contenti 
Fri-Thu 9:20 


NANNY MCPHEE (0) Fri 3:40 6:40 9:00 Sat-Mon 1:00 
3:40 6:40 9:00 Tue-Thu 6:40 9:00 


BROKEBACK MOUNTAIN (14A, mature homes, sey 
al content) Ға 3:30 6:30 9:30 Sa) Mon 12:40 330 6:30 
9:30 Sun 12:40 9:30 Tue-Thu 6:30 9:30 


HOODWINKED (G) Sai-Mon 12:45 


WWE: NO WAY OUT (classification not avaliable) Sun 
6:00 


8712-109 St, 433-0728 
A GOOD WOMAN (PG) Daly 7:00 9:00 Set Sun Mon 
200 


2950 Calgary Trail, 496-0977 


FIREWALL (14A, DTS Oigital) Fn Sat Mon-Thu 7:10 
9:45 Sun 120 4:10 7:10 9:45 


HOSTEL (18А, ехреса violence, daturbing content. sax 
us! content, OTS Digital) FreGat Mon-Thu 7:20 9.55 Sun 
1:15 4:05 7-20 955 


THE NEW WORLD (РО, viclenes, ОТВ Digital) Fn Gat 
Mon-Thu 6:25 9:25 Sun 12:40 3:35 6:35 925 


PRIDE AND PREJUDICE (G. DTS Digital Fri Sat Mon 
Thu 6:50 9-30 Sun 1:10 3:45 6:50 9:30 


MATCH POINT (14А, mature themes, OTS Digital) Fr 
Sat Mon-Thu 7.00 9:40 Sun 1:06 3:25 7:00 9:40 


SYRIANA (144. once, OTS Digit) Fri-Sat Mon-Thu 
6:40 9:35 Sun 12-55 4:00 6:40 #35 


BIG MOMMA'S HOUSE 2 (PG, DTS Digtal) Fr-Sar 
Mon-Thu 6:30 Sun 12:30 6:30 


MUNICH (18А, violence, OTS Digiti) Fri-Sat Mon-Thu 
8:30 Sun 1:00 4:20 8:30 


RANG DE BASANTI (14A. violence) Fn-Sat Mon Thu 
8:45 Gun 3:30 8:45 


Grandin Май. Sir Winston Churchill Ave. BL Alberi. 
48-9614 


FIREWALL (144) бегу 12:55 3:00 5:05 7:06 915 
EIGHT BELOW iG) Only 1-15 2:50 6:30 9:00 
CURIOUS GEORGE (0) Dally 105 2:45 4/30 6.15 800 


WHEN A STRANGER CALLS (14А, tightening sone 
Dady 9:25 


DATE MOVIE (14А, crude content treoughouf Олду 
1:45 3:45 5:45 7:45 9:45 no passes F^ Gat Gun 


м 


4% РМ А 


LEDUC CINEMAS 
4162-50 St. Leduc. 966-2728 
FREE MATINEE FAMILY DAY, FEB. 20, 10:00 AM. 


FINAL DESTINATION Э (18A, gory scones) Daily 7:05 
9:25 Mon-Sun 100 325 


CURIOUS GEORGE (G) Dally 7:00 Mon-Sun 1:05 3-15 
EIGHT BELOW (G) Dally 7:00 9:25 
FIREWALL (14A) Daily 6:50 9:20 Mon-Sun 12:50 3:25 
MUNICH (18A, violanon) Daly 8:45 

MAGIC LANTERN CINEMA 


Camrose, 700-000-2144 
THE PINK PANTHER (PG) Daly 705 9:00 Sat Sun 
Mon 1:50 
EIGHT BELOW (G) Dally 6-50 9:06 За! Sun Mon 1:50 


NANNY MCPHEE (G. Digital) Ошу 7 
Mon 2:00 


FIREWALL (14A) Daly 6:55 9:15 Sat 
CURIOUS GEORGE (0) Daily 7:1 
WHEN A STRANGER CALLS (14A, Inghtening sobria) 
Daily 9:10 


MAGIC LANTERN CINEMA - SPRUCE GROVE 


205 Main St. Spruce Grove 972-2332 
EIGHT BELOW (0) Daily 7:00 9 15 Sat Sun Mon 2:00 


METRO CINEMA. 


Ñ026-101A Ave, Citadel Theatre, 425-9212 
SISTERS IN LAW (STC) Fn Sat Mon 7:00 


POPAGANDA: THE ART AND CRIMES OF RON 
ENGLISH (14A, mature themes, nudity) Fri Sun Mon 
9:00 


RIZE (РО, mature themes) За! 9:00 


MOVING PICTURES DANCE O FILM AND VIDEO 
(STC) Sun 7:00 


THE DEVIL'S MINER (STC) Thu 7:00 


NEW WEST MALL 8 


8882-170 SL 444-1829 


GRANOMA'S BOY (18A, crudo sexual content, sub 
stance abuso) Fr-Mon 1:35 3:50 6:30 0:10 Tue Thu 
6:30 9:10 


THE FAMILY STONE (PG) Fri Mon 2:10 440 6:55 9:40 
Tue Thu 6:58 9:40 


A HISTORY OF VIOLENCE (18A. gory scenes 
content) Fri-Mon 2:30 4:46 7:30 9:45 Tuo Thu 7 


RUMOR HAS IT... (РО. not recomended for young 
chikdron, mature tharna) Fri-Mon 1:30 4:00 7:10 9:20 
Tue-Thu 7:10 9:20 


CHICKEN LITTLE (G) Fri Mon 2 20 4.30 646 8 60 
Tue The 6.40 8.50 


YOURS, MINE AND OURS (0) Fn-Mon 1:50 4:10 6:50 
9:00 Tue-Thu 6:50 9:00 


AEON FLUX (14A) Fn-Mon 2:00 4:20 7:20 9:35 fue 
Thu 7:20 9:35 


JUST FRIENDS (144) Fri-Mon 1:40 4:15 
Tue Ти 7:00 920 


NORTH EDMONTON СІМЕМ, 


Mon-Sun 1:10 3:20 


MROSE 


X0 9:20 Sat Sun 


Sun Мол 1:58 


Sat Sun Mon 2:10 


axial 
30 9:45 


^00 9:30 


14231 12701 Avenue, 780-7; 
DATE MOVIE (14A, crude content throughout. no pass 
оа) Fr Tho 1:30 3:20 530 8:10 10-35 
BIGHT BELOW 3 Fr Thu 1:20 4:10 7 00 950 
FREEDOMLAND {14А за language. matur 
temas) Fri. Thu 1:50 4:30 720 1010 
CURIOUS GEORGE (0) Fn-Thu 12:20 2-30 440 6:46 


FIREWALL (144) Fn-Tw 1:40 420 180 10:1 


THE PINK PANTHER (PG) Fr«-Mor 
2:50 5 10 7:40 10:00 Tue 2.50 5:10 
and Stroters 


FINAL DESTINATION 3 (18A, gory 


12:50 3:00 5:20 9:00 10X 


WHEN A STRANGER CALLS (14A. trightening scenes) 


Fr-Thu 12:55 3:06 5:16 7:50 10:26 
NANNY MCPHEE (O) Fri Thu 1504 
BIG MOMMA'S HOUSE 2 [PO Fh Thu 900 


UNDERWORLD: EVOLUTION (18A, gory violence] F^ 
Thu 2:00 4:50 7 45 1020 


HOOOWIMKED IO) rr. Tru 1230 


MOUNTAIN (144, maturo terres, seas 
ш content) Fú Thu 1:00 3:50 7:10 10:05 


MEMOIRS OF A GEISHA (PG mature theres, not 
recommended for young chiviren] F r. Gat Мог Түт, 
12-10 3:30 6:50 9:55 Sun 12:10 966 


MUNICH (184, violence) Pr- Thu 8 4% 


FUN WITH DICK AND JANE (PG, not meoommended 
for young chidren) Fn-Thu 2:40 5:00 7-45 9:46 


CHRONICLES OF NARNIA: THE LION, THE WITCH 
AND THE WARDROBE (РО. may поје young cni 
dor) Fn-Thu 12:00 3:10 6:30 9:30 


WWE: НО WAY OUT (clasetication not maiale) Sun 
6:00 


10297-82 Аня, 452-0728. 


Screening: Tue 1:00 


eran) Fr Thi 


Ж) 0:40 


| ммм [|] 


WEM, 8882-170 St 444-2400 


THE PINK PANTHER (PG, digital) Fri-Thu 12: 
5:15 7:50 10:15 


15 2:40 
DATE MOVIE (14А. cruda content throughout, digital, 
nop 6) Fri- Thu 12:30 2:45 5:10 7 


CURIOUS GEORGE (G, digital) Fri-Thu 12:00 2:15 
4:30 7:15 9:40 


EIGHT BELOW (0, digital) Fn- Thu 


10:00 


1:00 4:00 7:00 


HARRY POTTER AND THE GOBLET OF FIRE: THE 
IMAX EXPERIENCE (PG, frightening scenes, not rex 
mmended for young children, IMAX, digital) Fri-Thu 
12:00 3:15 6:40 9:50 


NANNY MCPHEE (G 


digital) Fri-Thu 1:10 3:40 6:50 


BROKEBACK MOUNTAIN (14A, mature theme: 
ont, digital) Fri-Sat Mon-Thu 12:20 3:35 6:45 
20 10:05 


FINAL DESTINATION 3 (18A. gory s 
Thu 12:10 2:35 5:00 7-40 10-30 


nes, digital) Fri 


FIREWALL (14А, c 


FREEDOMLAND (14А. coarse 
Thome 


11а) Fri-Tnu 1:18 4:10 7:10 9:65 


language, mature 
digital) Fri The 12:45 3-45 7:20 10:10 


WALK THE LINE (PG, mature theme, not re 
wd for young children, digital) Fri-Thu 6:30 9:4: 


mmend 


BIG MOMMA'S HOUSE 2 |F 
50 


WHEN A STRANGER CALLS (14A, frightening 


Cones, digital) Fri-Thu 1:30 4:15 6:55 9:35 


UNDERWORLD: EVOLUTION (18A, gory violence, 
digital) Fri-Wed 12:50 3:55 7-30 10:25 Thu 12:50 
10:25 


WWE: NO WAY OUT (с 


ta) Sun 6:00 


SOUTH EDMONTON COMM! 
1525-09 St, 420-0505 


DATE MOVIE (14A. crude content throughout, no pase 
ви) THX РИ Thu 1:10 3:20 5:30 7:50 10:15 


FREEDOMLAND (14A, coarse 
thames) Fri-Mon Wed-Thu 1 
4:30, 7:20 10:20 S! 


3, digital) Fri-Thu 1:2( 


assification по! available, digi 


language, mature 
5 4:30 7:20 10:20 Tue 
ar and Strollers Screening: Tun 1:00 


EIGHT BELOW (G) THX Fri- Thu 1:30 4:10 7:00 9:45 


CURIOUS GEORGE (0' 
6:30 8:40 


THX Fri Thu 12:00 2:10 4:20 


FINAL DESTINATION 3 (TRA. gory scenes) Fri Thu 
12:30 3:00 5120 8:00 10:40 


THE PINK PANTHER (PG) Fri Thu 12:10 2:30 5:00 
7:30 10:00 


WHEN A STRANGER CALLS (14A, frightening 
scarves) Fri-Thu 12:50 3:10 5:40 8:10 10 


NANNY MCPHEE (G) Ра Thu 1:20 3:45 6:45 9:20 


UNDERWORLD: EVOLUTION (18A, gory v 
Thu 2:00 5:15 8:15 10:45 

THE MATADOR (14A. coarse language, sexual соп 
tent) Fri- Thu 0 4:40 7:15 9:45 

MOODWINKED (G) Fri Thu 12:1 


BROKEBACK MOUNTAIN (14A, mature themes, sex 
a content) Fri-Thu 12-40 3:40 7:10 10:10 


MEMOIRS OF A GEISHA (РО. 
recommended for young children) Fri-Thu 12:20 3:30 
640 9:4 


lance) Fr 


mature themes, not 


CHRONICLES OF NARNIA: THE LION, THE WITCH 
AND THE WARDROBE (PG. may frighten young ch 


dren) Fri Thu 12:15 3:15 8:30 9:30 


FUN WITH DICK AND ЈАНЕ (PG, not n 
for your iren) Fri-Sat Mon-Thu 1:40 
10:30 Sun 1:40 10:30 


5:10 7:40 


mend: 


KING KONG (PG, frightening sc 
ed for young chidren) Fri-Thu 1 


) 8145 


scommand 
9:60 


WALK THE LINE (РО. mature Thema, 
1] Fri-Thu 1:00 3:50 6:50 


exi for young ot 


WWE: NO WAY OUT (classification not available) 
Sun 6:00 


[eae WESTMOUNT CENTRE | 


111 Aye, Groat Rd, 455-8726 


CHRONICLES OF NARNIA: THE LION, THE WITCH 
AND THE WARDROBE (PG, may frighten young chi 
dren) Fri Tue- Thu 6:45 9:45 Sat 12:45 3:45 6:4 
3.44 


GOOD NIGHT, AND apap LUCK P 3) Fri Tue- Thu. 
7:45 10:00 Sal Mor 12:30 3:00 5:20 7:45 10:00 


THE PINK PANTHER (PG) Fri Tus-Thu 7:30 9:50 Sat 
Mon 12:16 2:45 5:00 7:30 9:50 


FREEDOMLAND (14A. coarse language, mature 
themes) Ра Tue Thu 7:00 9:35 Sat-Mon 12:00 2:35 7:00 


(1) 780-352-3922 
FREE FAMILY DAY FEB, 20 10:00 АМ. 
FIREWALL (14А) Daily 6:50 9:25 Sat Sun Mon 12:50 
3:25 
CURIOUS GEORGE (0) Daily 7:00 Sat Sun Mon 1:05 
315 
DATE MOVIE (14А, crude content throughout) Daily 
7-10 9:15 Sat Sun Mon 1:10 3:20 


THE PINK PANTHER (PG) Daily 7:05 9:20 Sat Sun 
Mon 1:00 3:15 


TRANSAMERICA (144, mature thermas) Dam 7:00 9:10 

Sat Sun Mon 2:00 MUNICH (18A. violence) Dally 8:45 

CAPOTE (144) Огду 6:50 9:15 Sat Sun Mon 2:30 
816 -22,2006 WWEWEEKLY 型 
б - ли: Kw а 


638 БЕЛЕК 


. NO, Seriously: Battlefield Earth | 


"o 


captures the sci-fi imagination 


| HERESY! 


CHRISTOPHER THRALL 
S| mme 


In Heresy!, Vue Weekly invites its film 
reviewers either to champion a film that 
everyone else regards as trash, or to 
trash a film that everyone else regards 
‘as art. 


It wasn't the source material. L Ron 
Hubbard's book sold millions of copies. 
The man started a religion based on his 
science fiction: he could write. 

It wasn't the cast or crew. John 
Travolta has a Teflon ass: he has been 
forgiven for much worse than a giggling, 
manipulative, nine-foot alien. Forest 
Whitaker is a great actor who had fun 


with his role, and there is solid talent on 
screen in nearly every shot. 

Two-time Academy Award winner 
and Lucas protégé Roger Christian was 
also the right director for the project. 
Special effects were quite good, the 
project was ambitious and the film was 
hotly anticipated. 

So why was Battlefield Earth so 
universally reviled? The film succeeds 
on so many levels that its toxic recep- 
tion could have only been the result of a 
bandwagon and possible  anti- 
Scientology backlash. And yes, without 
a (very) willing suspension of disbelief, 
the movie falters and the (admittedly 
farfetched) ending collapses. 

Battlefield Earth is, however, a soar- 
ing paean to the romantic ideal: Barry 
Peppers's unwilling leader is forged in 
the fires of suffering and Travolta's all- 
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has taken some 8 million lives ... 
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MR giant is brought down by his 
own tragic flaw. Their stories entwine, 
they use and learn from each other, and 
the result is an insightful look at the 
nature of resistance to authority. 

The one constant in every apocalyp- 
tic science-fiction scenario is the 
indomitable human will. Our hero 
demonstrates it by leading his Stone 
Age tribe to overthrow the alien rule 
and blow up the invaders’ homeworld. 
Travolta showed it by shepherding his 
project to completion after two decades 
in limbo. 

None of the critics showed it as 
they joined a bleating chorus instead 
of watching and appreciating a stun- 
ning science fiction tale full of passion, 
action and will. Battlefield Earth 
deserves far better than the reception 
it got. м 
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A Good Woman 
but a bad script 


JOSEF BRAUN /jasefGwuewaekycom 


rs Erlynne, the home-wreck- 
ing protagonist in Mike 
Barker's A Good Woman 


(based on Oscar Wilde's Lady Winder- 
mere's Fan), embodies the film's title 
in ways both ironic and direct: she 
excels at her vocation of high-class 
hustling, yet is morally redeemed 
when called upon by another woman 
to do ostensibly the right thing. 

After transferring herself from an 
increasingly hostile, Depression-era 
New York to life among the ritzy 
expats on Italy's coast in Amalfi, 
Erlynne sets upon a pair of wealthy 
American newlyweds as her new tar- 
get of extra-martial extortion. 

Though ultimately problematic, the 
against-type casting of Helen Hunt as 
Erlynne is an inspired choice. Using 
the underrated Hunt to cultivate seduc- 
tive danger recognizes that 
sexual power dynamics 
depend on complexity of 
character rather than the 
mere overt embodiment of THS IS OK 
vamp. Hunt's familiar sweetness fits 
Erlynne's charms, and the safety she 
offers prospective lovers as a coopera- 
tive “other woman" sparkles in her 
dark eyes, implying good times, not 
drama. As an endearing, seasoned 
gold-digger, she offers passions more 
pragmatic than destructive. 


HUNT HAS THIS BREEZY vivacity that 


sort of billows out before her, brush- 
ing the hair from your eyes as she 
nears. She's like a sigh. But a sigh is a 
voice ungrounded, and Hunt never 
manages to invest sufficient depth 
into her voice to emphasize any of 
her lines with great urgency. The 
sameness to her delivery isn't neces- 
sarily unconvincing; it just doesn't 
quite hit you in the guts. 
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<C | DIRECTED BY MIKE BARKER 

E | WRITTEN BY HOWARD HIMELSTEIN 

E | STARRING HELEN HUNT, SCARLETT JOHANSSON 
TOM WILKINSON 


But guts is something arguably lack 
ing in several aspects of A Goo: 
Woman, particularly Barker's conspicu 
ous disinterest in the erotic, Richard G 
Mitchell's over-adorned score and f 
story's bewildering feel-good final 

There are certainly enough incor 
sistencies in Howard Himelstein 
screenplay (like the vanishing voc 
over) to make it seem as if divergen 
agendas were in conflict over th 
film's tone and shape. Rife w 
Wilde's witticisms ("Bigamy is havin 
one wife too many-—s 
топорату!”), secret trysts and g 
aplenty, the story is quite intriguin 
it builds, yet it suddenly withers v 
excess closure and a dubious той 
about the truth being negligible ar 
about oppressive patriarchal geno“ 
types being unchangeable. 

Still, while reservations easi! 
weigh what praise I can mus 
there’s something easy on the 
and heart here. As the ostensible 
tim of Erlynne's scheme, 5c?! 
Johansson shows a refreshing, Pê" 
sively girlish lack of ambiguity. t 
in her cockier roles. Tom Wilkinso 
a divorcee swooning over Erlyn" 
displays irresistible charisma 

A Good Woman could be disms 
as middlebrow pap, but at 1е2° 
manages to evoke some hu" 
some tender emotions 2" 
unabashedly adoring its 1930 5 
it also features one knockout со“ 
after another. м 
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ou 5ау Party! Homelessness aside! 
PLEASE THOUGH, BUY A GUITAR SO THE POOR DUDE CAN PAY FOR GAS 


Achtung! 
Berlin ist 


~ go for the bassist of an increasingly 
8 successful dance-punk group, isn't all about 
i partying and dying, as it turns out. 

ç pparently there are also bills to pay, as You 
ч Party! We Say Die! bassist Stephen O'Shea 
learned, which is why, before he and his band- 
tes set out on their upcoming tour, he's trying to 
| a few of his bass guitars. (Your chance to own 
piece of possible indie-rock history lives at 

myspace.com/yousaypartywesaydie). 

— ——3 “you're calling me as I'm packing up my house, 
ght now, because I can't afford to pay [rent] 
пије we're gone on this tour and the one we're 
ping in the UK in May,” O'Shea explains surpris- 
gly nonchalantly, considering he's about to be 
omeless and all. ` 


Li | SAT FEB 18 (0PM) 
h YOU SAY PARTY! WE SAY DIE! 
ТН TAE FROSTED TZ 
THEVEET UNDERGROUND, {10 


"I''m renting a storage unit and putting all my 
tuff in that; instead of $700 a month, it's $100. 1 
night come and look at it once in a while, but I 
hink it’s couch-surfing until we can get the band 
ниси ET tually touring.” 

‚ That day might come sooner than O'Shea 
links: the group has caught the simultaneously 
resting waves of the Canadian indie and dance- 
unk movements, and as a result has been gutting 
zz from all over the place, including the afore- 
ntioned UK. It's been quite the rise for a band 
at was started after O'Shea caught a show by a 
loup of Edmonton legends during a hitchhiking 
p across Canada and decided that, if he was 
лаје bing to be on the road anyway, he might as well 
h incor playing gigs. 

[stein f “I Spent a summer hitchhiking across Canada, 
d ! saw this show in PEI, this band called The 
olfnote was playing there," explains O'Shea. 

ver tha 1 thought that, you know, hitchhiking is a lot of 
fe мит, but playing a show every night and traveling 
s пау got to be even better. After seeing that show, I 
со | У саЦу made my way back to Vancouver, found 
d gos friends, and we started this band. It's pretty 
guing that show that got me stoked to put a band 

gether and go out on tour." w 
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„aihe Vertical Struts 
the 2) 
sible Vi KABAN / 
о сале Ock ‘п’ roll does not live forever," says 
рег Raymond Biesinger, the guitar-playing 
y, onl Г of local noisemakers The Vertical 
inson 


His fatalism is not entirely unwarranted: during 
* Struts's upcoming tour of Eastern Canada, 
єтїї ger will be turning one year older, and even 
тези 298? he'll only be 27, he's already contemplating 
yume шше as an, ahem, aging hipster. 

ете getting older, but life goes on and I've 
held that rock ‘n’ roll is a calling,” he says. 
tock conditions are medieval and ! did the 
^ and for this tour ... we'll be making $3.50 an 


Erlynna 


s an 
) setting 
costum 


l за. 


hour [before expenses] while we're on the road. 

“It certainly isn't about money,” he continues. 
“There is a lot of fun to be had, but people eventual- 
ly want to be treated like human beings and not just 
like knock-off Mick Jaggers.” 

Since Biesinger won't'be in Edmonton on his 
actual birthday (ће?! be on the road, somewhere 
between Winnipeg and Sudbury) he's going to have 


| MUSIC 


birthday boy hits the road 


to wait to see whether the band's other half, drum- 
mer Trevor Anderson, has any surprises in store for 
him on his special day. But from what Biesinger 
says, he's clearly not expecting anything spectacu- 
lar from his even-more-ancient partner in crime. 

“1 think that all Trevor has planned for me on my 
birthday is not driving after dark because there are 
moose on the road over there and cars strike them 
and it kills people," he says. 

"But because of the lack of excitement that will 
be had on the day itself [Feb 20], we'll be spread- 
ing it out through the tour and the Edmonton show 
will be my official Edmonton birthday thing. So 
don't forget to bring presents." v 
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ein Zoo! Sie 
lieben es! 
Es ist gut! 


SUN FEB 19 (GPM) 


THE BERLIN 200 
ШИ BLAZING VIOLETS, THE JUICE THE 
SELOUS 


RIVERDALE HALL SB/SS WITH FOOD BANK GIFT 


PREVUE 


DAVID BERRY / david@vuewook!y.com 
ome bands get together by 
mons up posters in local 
music shops. Some simply 
meet at shows. Some are just list- 
less groups of friends with nothing 
better to do. 

But it takes a special kind of 
band, a Philip Glass-inspired band 
of avowed Dadaists, to get together 
at the diorama exhibit at the Royal 
Alberta Museum. 

"All of us were at the Museum, 
and we were ín that exhibit with all 
the dead animals," explains Sophie 
Tauber, pianist for The Berlin Zoo, 
on the band's first moments. "We 
met in front of the moose exhibit." 

Yes, it just so happened that on 
that fateful day, Táuber and her 
bandmates—bassist Francois 
Zolan, percussionist Vincent Price 
Jr and guitarist Pierre d'Arlington 
(they're pseudonyms, lest you think 
Edmonton has recently gotten an 
influx of descendents from Euro- 
pean painters and American horror 
icons)—all gathered in front of Alces 
alces to admire its splendour. 

As it turned out, they also all just 
happened to share a number of 
artistic ideals, namely early-20th- 
century surrealism and minimalism. 
Oh, and they all happen to have 
attended the Ecole des Beaux-arts 
in Nice, though they didn't know 
each other at the time. And now, a 
mere two months later, they're set 
to play their first show, a benefit for 
local arts school Vic Comp. 

So what mystical, magical force 
could have possibly brought these 
four wanderers, these four kindred 
spirits, divided by time and place, 
together, against the odds, to that 
one very moose exhibit at that one 
very moment? An interest in taxi- 
dermy, mostly. 

"Well, I like dead animals—it's 
kind of exciting, is it not?" says 
Tauber. “Taxidermy is gory, but I 
think taxidermy is tremendous. It's 
sort of like it's there but it isn't; it 
reflects this total impermanence. 
It's a really interesting concept that 
we want to destruct things and 
then look at them." v 


VUEWEEKWY 839 


———À 


eds 


DRENTE 


WITH THE AWESOME TEAM, 
SON'S OF YURK & EVERYOTHER 


ENTERS, ANI 


WEST EDMONTON MALL 481.6420 inu 


%, 
£ 
Ч, 


FEB 17 NO MINORS - DOORS 8PM • $7 « FREE WITH VIP 


WITH THE THREE AMIGOS 


\ e . not the music but the people, he says. 
— ~ “| liked the diversity in the crowd 
= НВ 18 It is classless, and one is se ышы | FAI, FEB T7 (0 PM) together." 
ei NO MINDRS 2 everyone is seen ЫЫ |Н, ( ogether. 
as one." DJ Hype and MC Daddy will ais 
His natural talent has no doubt = DJ HYPE AND MC DADDY joined by other local MCs an 
made huge advancements since his EE STARLITE ROOM, $20 such as Degree, Sweetz, Shamik, | 
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Evers 


DJ Hype lives up 
[to the, um, hype 


LEGENDARY BRITISH DJ MAKES HIS FIRST VISIT TO (THIS) EDMONTON 


SHEENA ROSSITER / sheena@vueweekly.com 
ven though he briefly lived in 
Es DJ Hype won't 
have to worry about suffering 
from a case of déjà vu any time during 
his visit to the City of Champions. The 
Edmonton that Hype knows ís the 
suburb of London, UK, à city whose 
electronic music scene he's been 
involved in since the young age of 13. 
"My history runs parallel to the 
electronic music history of the UK," 
says Hype, who began his involve- 
ment in the scene in the late '80s 
when he created a pastiche of pre- 
dominately reggae-influenced sounds 
with UK rave pioneers Shut Up and 
Dance 
What originally attracted Hype to the 
rave and electronic music scene was 


original involvement with Shut Up 
and Dance. It's been a long ride of 
gradual success, but Hype's hard work 
is paying off: he continues to be the 
muscle behind his brainchild (elec- 
tronic music recording label Ganja 
Records), he still tours constantly, 
does a weekly radio show on Lon- 
don's Kiss 100, and is the resident DJ 
at one of the world's biggest clubs, 
London's Fabric. Clearly, even as a 
(relatively) elder statesman in the 
electronic scene, Hype has never 
worked harder. 


NEW CD... 


NEW ГЛ 


TO WIN ... 


TELL US THE TITLE OF 
ONE SONG FROM THE 


"| need to keep working," he 
laughs, "to maintain my longevity." 


THIS WEEK'S SHOW will be Hype's first 
visit to the the non-UK version of 
Edmonton (he played in Calgary in 
2000), and for his inaugural visit Hype 
will be joined by MC Daddy, who was 
also involved with Shut Up and Dance 
back in the '80s. 

“It's great to be playing with MC 
Daddy," Hype raves. "We've grown up 


WINA COPY ФЕ RELIENT K * 
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Hatter and others at the Sta 
Room, which will offer a drun 
bass room and a separate roori 
break beats and funky house sour 

And even though these supporting 
acts hail from a less glamour 
Edmonton than DJ Hype happen: 
he is incredibly excited to see whal 
our E-town has to offer 

"Г am honored and proud to stil! t 
part of the scene, and I am proud i 
be an ambassador of drum and bas 
he enthuses. "I can't think o! ú 
anything else." w 
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ith Valentine's Day only 
freshly purged from our air, 
| many а happy couple has 
btless spent the last week remi- 
scing about times gone by, about 
fateful romance of their first 
ounters, about overpriced flowers 
sex. 
But not all pairs get off to as 
hooth a beginning as lovestruck 
ples. For local rap duo Jon B & 
x Prime (producer and MC, 
spectively), their beginnings as an 
derground rap team were less aus- 
pious even than exchanging glances 
e supermarket. 
The first time I saw Max, I had 
er heard of him before, and I 
ember thinking, ‘This guy doesn't 
bk like a rapper,” explains Jon B, 
ore looking at his partner a little 
epishly and explaining himself 
a shrug. "I mean, no offence, but 
u were just kind of this guy who 
d a ponytail. Once you started rap- 
р, though, I was like, ‘Oh, he's 
ally good.” 
t took a couple more gigs, a hair- 
om wit and a local rap webboard to 
sounds @itirely seal the deal, but eventually 
Ipp^i pair—who aren't, for clarity's 
Baur ‚ a romantic couple, just a profes- 
PENS ; al one—decided the chemistry 
ее whai right, and started almost immedi- 
ly on an EP, Hardly Novices, set to 
feleased this Friday. 
Df course, just because they started 
ly doesn't mean the recording was 
impleted all that quickly: the duo has 
ren working on the eight-song disc 
ү about a year and a half, a delay 
y chalk up to a little inexperience 
id a little bit of a logistics issue. 
We were basically both doing 
ething we had never really done 
ore, and we were basically doing it 
correspondence," explains Max, 
quieter of the two, which is odd 
sidering he built his reputation on 
ing rap battles across the city 
Basically everything we did, we e- 
Пед or MSNed. As soon as | fin- 
d something, I would convert it to 
P and send it to him over e-mail,” 
€xplains. "Then when we were 
ng rough recording, he'd just 
ford something in his basement, 
Put it on an MP3 and e-mail it to 
SO I could hear what it was like." 
t was pretty nice to actually get 
а studio," Max adds, with a hint 
Ty Sarcasm. 


H THEIR ONLINE escapades and the 
es of the first disc behind them 
air are hoping to complete a full- 
Hi recording before the end of the 
in addition to hopefully hitting 
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Course, they'd also like to play a 
in building the Edmonton hip- 
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scene. You wouldn't know it if indie 


MAX PRIME & JON B rap isn't your thing, but there's a lot of 


ыы 
= 
exe | WITH EPIC AND NOO 
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really good talent from Saskatoon, 
THEVEWET UNDERGROUND, $8 explains Jon, with no trace of irony 
š “They actually have a few artists that 


are doing really well in Japan. I've 


hop community, a scene that's on the — seen pictures where people have gone 


verge of busting loose: with local into HMV in Japan, and they go into a 
phenomenon Cadence Weapon listening booth, and here's this big 
showing up on national magazine poster of some guy from Saskatoon." 

covers, it might only be a matter of “Yeah, I've never actually been, but 
time, according to the pair, until I hear it's a fantastic place," agrees 
we're as strong a rap centre as, say, Max. "There's a lot of obscure artists 
Saskatoon but they just love their artists over 


Uh, wait ... Saskatoon? there, and they make totally different 
“Saskatoon is actually a wicked rap ^ music, really great music out there." м 
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:BOUNCE 36 
F ч rua 
1 - NE-YO - SO SICK 
2 - ALL AMERICAN REJECTS - 
DIRTY LITTLE SECRET 
3 - BLACK EYED PEAS - PUMP IT 
4 - RAY - J/ FABOLOUS - ONE WISH 
5 - SEAN PAUL - TEMPERATURE 
6 - CASCADA - EVERYTIME WE TOUCH 
7 - NELLY - GRILLZ 
8 - JUELZ SANTANA - 
THERE IT GO (THE WHISTLE SONG) 
9 - RELIANT K - 
WHO I AM HATES WHO I'VE BEEN 
10 - BEYONCE/ SLIM THUG - CHECK ON IT 
11 - THE SHOW- WATCHIN' ME 
12 - KESHIA CHANTE - RING THE ALARM 
13 - JAMIE FOXX/ LUDACRIS - UNPREDICTABLE 
14 - MARIAH CAREY - DON'T FORGET ABOUT US 
15 - MADONNA - SORRY 
16 - MELISSA O'NEIL - LET IT GO 
17 - GWEN STEFANI - CRASH 
18 - KREESHA TURNER - BOUNCE WITH ME 
19 - KANYE WEST - TOUCH THE SKY 
20 - MARY J BLIGE - BE WITHOUT YOU 
21- KELLY CLARKSON - WALK AWAY 
22 - EMINEM - WHEN I'M GONE 
23 - THREE 6 MAFIA - STAY FLY 
24 - ANDREAS - LOVE YOU RIGHT 
25 - EMINEM/ NATE DOGG - SHAKE THAT 
26 - CHRIS BROWN - RUN IT 
27 - THE PUSSYCAT DOLLS - BEEP 
28 -KELLY CLARKSON - 
BECAUSE OF YOU (REMIX) 
29 - NICKELBACK - SAVIN ME 
30 - SHAWN DESMAN - MAN IN ME 
31- PINK - STUPID GIRLS 
32- CHRISTINA MILIAN - SAY ! 
33- THE PUSSYCAT DOLLS - STICKWITCHU 
34 - RIHANNA - IF IT'S LOVIN' THAT YOU WANT 
35- BRYAN ADAMS VS. PASCAL - RUN TO YOU 
36 - NICKELBACK - PHOTOGRAPH 


44 


4444444444444.4.4.. 


ти 


LISTINGS FOR YOU - 


ATLANTIC TRAP AND GILL 
Jimmy Whiffen 
BACKDRAUGHT PUB Open 
stage 

BLUE CHAIR CAFE Melissa 
Majeau; 7pm; donations 
BLUES ON WHYTE EG Kight 


CHRISTOPHER'S PARTY PUB 
Open stage hosted by Alberta 
Crude; 6-10pm 

DUSTER'S PUB Jam hosted by 
Brian Peteh 


FOUR ROOMS Don Bemer 
GRINDER Thursday jam night 


JAMMERS PUB Thursday open 
jam, 7-11рт 

J AND В BAR AND GRILL 
Open stage with The Poster Boys 
(pop/rock/blues); 8:30pm- 
12:30am 

J.J.'S Showcase Jam: hosted by 
the Dr. Oxide Band; 9pm-1am 
JULIAN'S PIANO BAR 
Graham's Twisted Jazz 
Standards, 7:30-10:30рт 


NEST Open stage with Nick Zyla 
every Thu 

SIDETRACK CAFE Storyboard, 
Fractal Pattern, Five O'Clock 
Charlie; Bom, $10 [adv]/$13 
(door); Project H.O PE. benefit 
concert 

URBAN LOUNGE Coldspot, 
Euphonic 

WILD WEST SALOON Brett 
Barrow 


VELVET UNDERGROUND 
Vertical Struts, Michael Rault 
and The Mixed Signals 


CLASSICAL 


CONVOCATION HALL Energy 
Edmonton Vocal Minority; 8pm; 
$15/$10 (low income) at TIX on 
the Square, Earth’s General 
Store, Front Page 


DJS 


ARMOURY Vintage Thursdays 
retro rock, dance and old school 
hip hop 

BILLY BOB'S LOUNGE 
Escapack Entertainment 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE 
Thump: intronica with the DDK 
Soundsystem 


BUDDY'S DJ Squiggles, Yohko 
Oh-no 


DECADANCE Sou! Heaven with 
Sweetz, T-Bass, Rezidnt Funk 
ESMERALDA'S Big and Rich 
Thursday: top 40, country 
FILTHY McNASTY'S Punk Rock 
Bingo with DJ SWA G 

FUNKY BUDDHA (WHYTE 
AVE) Requests with DJ Damian 
GAS PUMP Ladies Nite: Top 
40/dance with DJ Christian 
GINGUR SKY LOUNGE Urban 
substance Thursday: with Urban 
Substance Sound Crew, DJ 
Spence Diamonds; $5 

HALO Deep 'n' Delicious: with 
Diz; $10 [before 10pm]/$15 (after 
10pm) 

HAVANA CLUB Urban, hip hop, 
Reggae beats with 717 
Entertainment 

KAS BAR Urban House: with DJ 
Mark Stevens; Эрт 
NEWCASTLE PUB Students 
Night: with DJ Odin 

NEW CITY LIKWID LOUNGE 


Trasheteria Thursdays: with DJ 
Texas Chainsaw Mascara, DJ 


Naz Nomad; $5 


OVERTIME BOILER AND TAP- 
ROOM SOUTH Retro to New 
classic rock, R&B, urban and 
dance with DJ Mikee; 9pm-2am; 
no cover 

RED STAR Femme Fatale: rock, 
pop, hip hop with DJ Kelty 

THE ROOST Gorgeous 
Thursdays: goth/student night 
with DJ Eddy, Toonflash, Dr. 
Lexi Tronic; $2 (non- 
member)/Iree (members before 
10рт1/$2 (member after 10pm) 
RUM JUNGLE Student Night: 
Great beats 

VELVET UNDERGROUND 
NRMLS WLCM: electro, techno 
with DJ Nik 7, guests; no minors; 
Эрт (door); $4 

WUNDERBAR Up and Down. 
Thursday: with DJ lan, Kelly and 
others 


FRI 
LIVE MUSIC 


ALLEGRO ITALIAN KITCHEN 
Terry Jorden (piano); 6-9pm 
ATLANTIC TRAP AND GILL 
Jimmy Whiffen 

AZUCAR'S X-Band, DJ Papi; 
free salsa lessons (9:30-10:30) 
BLUE CHAIR CAFÉ Peter Katz, 


Carrie Catherine; $37 (dinner 
show] 


BLIND PIG Mr. Lucky 
{blues/roots); 9:30pm-1:30am; no 
cover 

BLUES ON WHYTE EG Kight 
CASINO EDMONTON 

Carson County (country/rock) 


CASINO YELLOWHEAD Doc 
Holiday (pop/rock) 


CROWN AND ANCHOR PUB 
Doug Stroud 


FOUR ROOMS Don Berner 
GRINDER Train Wreck (rock) 


JAMMERS PUB Country/rock 
band; 9-2am 


JEFFREYS CAFE AND WINE 
BAR Marco Claveria (Latin 
music); $10 


JEKYLL AND HYDE PUB 
Headwind ('60s, ‘70s pop rock), 
9:30pm; no cover 


4.375 Under Development (rock] 


JULIAN'S PIANO BAR Dennis 
Plays Favourites, 7:30-10:30pm 


NEWCASTLE PUB The 
Haymakers 


NEW CITY LIKWID LOUNGE 
Roman's Drunk Ass 40th Birthday 
Party: Jerry Jerry, Raygun 
Cowboys, Jukebox Shock; $12 


O'CONNORS IRISH PUB Brian 
Calnan (keyboard) 


RED'S Drent ch, The Awesome 
Team, Sons of York, Everyother, 
no minors; Bpm (door), 9:30pm 
(show); $7 (door) 


RENDEZVOUS PUB The 
Smokin’ 45's (alt country), Six 
Pack Jacket (alt rock/country); 
Som; $5 


SHAW CONFERENCE CENTRE 
Kardinal Offishall, Moka Only. 
Shawn Desman 


SIDETRACK CAFE The New 
Kings, The SubAtomics. 
Automatic Everything; 8pm; $8 
(door) 


URBAN LOUNGE Stash 
VELVET UNDERGROUND Epic 
(СО Release), Max Prime and Jon 
В (CD release], no minors; 8pm 
[door]; $8 (door) 

WILD WEST SALOON Brett 
Barrow 


CLASSICAL 


ALL SAINTS’ ANGLICAN 
CATHEDRAL Piano Plus, 
Noctuma! Mozart: Featuring 
singers Judith Richardson, 


Kathleen Corcoran and Martin 
Elliott; Jeremy Spurgeon [piano], 
Ondrej Golias (bassoon); Bpm; 
$15 (adultl/$12 (student/senior) 
at TIX on the Square, door 


WINSPEAR CENTRE Robbins 
Pops: King of Swing: A Tribute to 
Benny Goodman: featuring Bob 
DeAngelis, with John McLeod 
{trumpet}, Carol McCartney 
(vocals), Lorne Nehring (drums), 
and the Edmonton Symphony 
Orchestra; 8pm; $30-$70 at 
Winspear Centre box office 


DJS 


ARMOURY Fishbone Fridays: 
Top 40 downstairs/retro 80 
upstairs 

AZUCAR LATIN NIGHTCLUB 
Top 40 with Latin band and DJ 
Papi 

BACKROOM VODKA BAR 
Element: D'n'B/house/breaks 
with Degree, Phatcat, Neal K, 
Shortee, Sweetz and more 


BAR WILD Bar Wild Fridays 
BOOTS Retro Disco: retro dance 


BUDDY'S Dance party with DJ 
Alvaro. 


CALIENTE Funktion Fridays: rock 
with DJ Invinceable: 10pm 


DANTE'S BISTRO DJ Johnny 
Sky 

DECADANCE Ladies Night sexy 
house with Smoov, guests 


ESCAPE Fahrenheit Fridays 


ESMERALDA'S D.! Jimmy 
Friday; Врт (door) 


FUNKY BUDDHA (WHYTE 
AVE) Top tracks, rock, retro with 
DJ Damian 


GAS PUMP Top 40/dance with 
DJ Christian 


GINGUR SKY LOUNGE Furious 
Friday: Grand opening night 


HALO Mod Club: indie rock, new 
wave, Brit pop, and ‘60s soul 
with DJ Blue Jay, DJ Travy D; no 
cover before 10pm; $5 [after 
10pm) 


HAVANA CLUB Urban, hip hop, 
Reggae beats with 717 
Entertainment 


LEVEL 2 LOUNGE Hypnotiq 
Friday 


O'BYRNE'S DJ Finnegan; 9pm; 
no cover 


O'CONNORS IRISH PUB Brian 
Calnan (keyboard) 


ONE ON WHYTE Dancing with 
DJ 


OVERTIME BOILER AND TAP- 
ROOM SOUTH Retro to New: 
classic rock, R&B, urban and 
dance with DJ Mikee; 9pm-2am; 
no cover 


RED STAR Loaded Friday: indie 
rock and Brit pop with DJ 
Readymade Flyboy 


RUM JUNGLE Peoples DJ 
Spinning 


SAPPHIRE RESTAURANT AND 
LOUNGE Deep House: with 
Friday resident DJ Luke Morrison 


SPORTSWORLD ROLLER 
SKATING DISCO Public skate 1- 
5pm, $5; and 7pm-12 midnight, 
$6/$4 (rentals) 


STARLITE ROOMDJ Нуре and 
MC Daddy Earl, guests 


STONEHOUSE PUB Top 40 
with DJ Tysin 


TWILIGHT AFTERHOURS 
Flashback- house/hard with 
Johnny Dangerous, Andy Inertia, 
quests; 1-7am 


WUNDERBAR The Beam Team: 
Quest DJs 


Y AFTERHOURS Foundation 
Fridays: Main: Youthful, funky, 
up-beat house with Anthony 
Donohhue, Nestor Delano, 
Dragon, Ryan Wade, Roofio, DJ 
Juicy, Lounge: Deep house, rare 
groove with Tory P; Bassment: 
Garage, hose with Bree, Nic-E; 
no minors 1-8am 


SAT 


LIVE MUSIC 


ALLEGRO ITALIAN KITCHEN 
George Kovacs (piano); 6-9pm 


ATLANTIC TRAP AND GILL 
Jimmy Whiffen 


AZUCAR'S X- Band, DJ Papi, DJ 
Touch It 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE Hair 
of the Dog: 4-6pm; no cover 


BLIND PIG Mr. Lucky 
(blues/roots); 9:30pm-1:30am; no 
cover 


BLUE CHAIR CAFE Sandy 
Foster; $42 (jazz dinner show) 


BLUES ON WHYTE EG Kight 


CASINO EDMONTON Carson 
County (country/rock) 


CASINO YELLOWHEAD Doc 
Holiday (pop/rock) 


CROWN AND ANCHOR PUB 
The Sessions 


DRUID (JASPER AVE) Open 
Stage, all ages; 2-6pm 


FOUR ROOMS Don Berner 
GRINDER Train Wreck (rock) 


JAMMERS PUB Saturday open 
јат, 3-7:30pm; country/rock 
band, 9pm-2am. 


JEKYLL AND HYDE PUB 
Headwind ('60s, ‘70s pop rock); 
9:30pm; no cover 


J.J."S Under Development (rock) 


NEWCASTLE PUB The 
Haymakers 


O'BYRNE'S Captain Tractor's 
Chris Wynters and Scott Peters; 
2pm; no cover 


POWER PLANT Armchair 
Cynics, Long Way Down, Ellis; 
$10 (adv) at Ticketmaster, 
Blackbyrd, Listen, Megatunes, U 
of A info desks, Pawer Plant 


QUEEN ALEXANDRA COM- 
MUNITY HALL Northem Lights 
Folk Club: Marc Ladouceur, Down 
fo the Wood, Shawn Jonasson, 
Karla Anderson, Dorin Ladouceur, 
Bill Werthmann, Emst Birss, 
Anna Somerville, Andy Па, Bob 
Jahrig; 8pm; $18 [adv] at TIX on. 
the Square, Acoustic Music, 
Myhre's Music; 


RED'S Dr Hook featuring Ray 
Sawyer, guests; no minors; 7pm 
(door), 9:30pm [show] 


SIDETRACK CAFÉ The 
Superband; Врт; $11 (adv)/$13. 
(doar) 


STARLITE ROOM The 
Philosopher Kings. James Bryan; 
no minors; 8pm (door); $27.50 at 
Starlite room, Megatunes, 
TicketMaster 


URBAN LOUNGE Stash 


WILD WEST SALOON Brett 
Barrow 


CLASSICAL 


ROBERTSON-WESLEY UNIT- 
ED CHURCH Cantilon 
Children’s Choir; 7:30pm; $7 
{adult}/$5 (student/senior) at 
the door 


WINSPEAR CENTRE Robbins 
Pops: King of Swing: A Tribute 
to Benny Goodman: featuring 
Bob DeAngelis, with John 
McLeod (trumpet), Carol 
McCartney (vocals), Lorne 
Nehring.(drums), and the 
Edmonton Symphony Orchestra; 
Врт; $30-$70 at Winspear 
Centre box office 


DJS 


AZUCAR LATIN NIGHTCLUB 
Top 40 with Latin band and DJ 
Papi 

DANTE'S BISTRO DJ Johnny 
Sty 

DECEDENCE Soul Heaven 
Saturdays: with Dj Femme Funk, 
T-Bass and guests. 


ESCAPE NIGHTCLUB Saturday 


КИ 
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Night House Party: у, 
Metropolis featuring 
and DJ Kwake 


FUNKY BUDDHA (Мунут 
AVE) Top tracks, rock 
with DJ Damian 


GINGUR SKY LOUNGE 
Soulout Saturdays 


HALO For Those Wr 
with Junior Brown, V 
Sherrington, REmo, 
entry after 1:45am: $ 


LEVEL 2 LOUNGE 5 
Saturday: DJ Groovy 
guests 


ONE ON WHYTE D. 
DJ Emmy 


SPORTSWORLD ROLLER 
SKATIANG DISCO 
1-5pm, $5; and 7 

$6/$4 (rentals) 


TWILIGHT AFTERHOURS 
Anthem: hard NRG/tr 
with Jeff Hillis, ОТС 
Daddy, STX, Tweek 


VELVET UNDERGROUND 
Say Party! We Say 
Frosted Tipz no mi 
(door); $10 (door) 


Y AFTERHOURS Re 
Saturdays: Mainroom: 
ground dance with 
Morrison, Anthony [ 
Erin Eden Lounge: í 
fare groove with To 
Bassment: Hard h 
Darcy Klein, Bryan D, 
Donovan. 


SUA 


ATLANTIC TRAP AND Gil 
Derina 


AZUCAR'S Long We 

Fiesta: La Maquina (El 
Salvador), Directamente c 

El Salvador llega La Ма 

DJ Papi, DJ Touch It $20 4# 
[adv)/$30 (door) 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE 
ReClaim Sundays: Funky 
hosted by Rubim Metha 
Arendt and guests; no cover 


BLIND PIG PUB AND GRILL 
Carmen's Sunday liv 


CARGO AND JAMES TEA 
SHOPPE Open stage w 
March; 7-10pm 


JAMMERS PUB Sur 
blues jam; 4-8pm 


JUBILEE AUDITORIUM 
Dwight Yoakam; 7:30pm. 
537.50-544 50 


NEWCASTLE PUB 
with Willie Jame 
Crawdad; 3pm 


OSCARS PUB Ope! 
Sundays hosted by 以 
Wynters of Captain 

Tipm) 


(door), 8:30pm (s 


ROSEBOWL 
Swampflowers. 
SIDETRACK CAFE 7! 
Night Gong Show: D. 
Granny Dynamite. 
Tomatoes; Spm: $6 
URBAN LOUNGE f 
YARDBIRD SUITE 
Underground; 7 30prr 
[show]: $20 (т 


CLASSICAL 


BLUE CHAIR CAFE 
Mead; noon; dona 


McDOUGALL UNITED 
CHURCH Gospel M 
The McDougall Cho 
Kuchinsky and the Р 
Blue Grass Вала: 10 


IRTSWORLD ROLLER 
= DISCO Public skate; 
1pm. $5/$4 (rentals) 
STOLLI'S Stolli's House Arrest 
with Johnny Dangerous, Andy 
Inertia, quests 

IND 


UNDERGROU! 
Wheel Up: Retro Beats with DJ 
Ti hosted by MC Deadly 
with DJ Celcius; no minors; 8pm 
{боо}. $5 {doorl/$3 (industry) 
WUNDERBAR Drum 'n' Bass 
files: with Critical Condition, 
Booster, Atomatik, Enlite with 
weekly guests; 9-11pm (anything 
goas); 11-close (drum 'n' 
bass/jungle) 
Y AFTERHOURS James Zabiela 
un 


MON 
LIVE MUSIC 


JULIAN'S PIANO BAR 
Graham's Twisted Jazz 
Standards; 7:30-10:30рт | 
LB.'S PUB House band: | 
9:30pm-lam: no cover 
HONEST MUR'S BAR AND 
GRILL Jam session hosted by 
the Retro Rockets Band; 8pm 
NEW YORK BAGEL CAFÉ | 
Marco Claveria (samba to Bolero) 
every Monday 

RIGOLETTO'S CAFÉ Open stage 
hosted by Dr. Oxide; 7-10pm 
SIDETRACK CAFÉ Open stage 
Mondays hosted by Ben Spencer; 
Spm; no cover with quest the 
Mike McDonald Broadband 


TAPHOUSE Monday Live: with 
Big Tickle; 8:30-11:30pm; no 
cover 


DJS 


BAR WILD Bar Gone Wild 
Mondays: Service Industry Night: 
no minors; 9pm-2am 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE DJ 
Pennytentiary 


BUDDY'S Ashley Love and DJ T 


FILTHY McNASTY'S Metal 
Mondays: with ОЈ SWA G 
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BLIND PIG PUB AND GRILL 
Üpen stage with Mark Ammar 


DRUID (JASPER AVENUE) 


ALLEGRO 10011-109 St, 424- 
6544 


ALL SAINTS" ANGLICAN 
CATHEDRAL 10035-103 St 


ARDEN THEATRE 5 St. Anne 
S1, 459-1542 


ARMOURY 10310-85 Ave, 702- 
1800 


AZUCAR LATIN 
11733-78 St, 479-7400 


CONVOCATION HALL Arts 
Building, U of A Campus, 492- 
0601 


CROWN AND ANCHOR PUB 
15277 Castle Downs Rd, 113 St. 
412-1696 


DANTE'S BISTRO 17328 Stony 
Plain Rd, 486-4448 


DECADANCE 10018-105 St. 
990-1792/964-3168 


DINWOODIE LOUNGE 
Students Union Building, U of A 
Campus 


DRUID (JASPER AVE) 11506 
Jasper Ave, 454-9928 


DUSTER'S PUB 6402-118 Ave, 
414-5554 


ESCAPE WEM, Upper level, 
444-7335 


FILTHY McNASTY'S 10511-82 
Ave, 432-5224 


FOUR ROOMS Edmonton 
Centre, 102 Ave, 426-4757 


FUNKY BUDDHA (WHYTE 
AVE) 10341-82 Ave, 433-9676 


GAS PUMP 10165-114 St 488. 
4841 


GINGUR SKY LOUNGE 15505 
118 Ave, 913-4312/953-3606 


GRINDER 10957-124 51. 453 
1709 


HALO 10538 Jasper Ave, 423 
HALO 


HAVANA CLUB 10220-109 ST 
423-7707 


HONEST MUR'S BAR AND 
GRILL 8935-87 Ave, 453-5397 


JAMMERS PUB 11348-177 
Ave, 4518779 


J AND R BAR 1005-106 St 
435-4403 


JEFFREY S CAFE AND WINE 


Open stage with Chris Wynters 
and guest 


JULIAN'S PIANO BAR 
Graham's Twisted Jazz 
Standards; 730-1030pm 


LEGENDS PUB Open jam 


| 
hosted by Gary Thomas 


O'BYRNE'S Celtic night with 
Shannon Johnson and friends; 
9:30pm 


SIDETRACK CAFÉ The 
Fabulous Beefeeders, 
Onlyforward, Sallys Кгаскегз. 
8pm: $8 (door) 

URBAN LOUNGE Salsa and 
the City; 9pm; Salsa dance 
lessons 8pm; $5 (door) 
YARDBIRD SUITE Jam 
Session: Kent Sangster; 8:30pm 
(doorl/Spm (show); $3 


DJS 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE 
Viva: with DJ Sean 


BUDDY'S Malebox, DJ 
Arrowchaser 


CALIENTE Bashment Tuesdays 
Reggae open mic with Elite 
Reggae Sounds, Bomb Squad, 
Q.B., Chrome Nine, Southside 
Sound; no minors: 11рт: по 
cover 


ESMERALDA'S Top 40, country, 


R&B with DJ Foreplay, DJ 
Jimmy 

FUNKY BUDDHA (WHYTE 
AVE) Latin and Salsa music, 
dance lessons 8-10рт 


GINGUR SKY LOUNGE Juicy 
Tuesday: Top 40, urban, dance 
with DJ Spincycle, 91.7 the 
Bounce 


NEW CITY SUBURBS Bingo 
with DJ Dildozer and MC 
Fistinyourface 


THE ROOST Flamingo Bingo 
with DJ Janny; B-amidnight: $1 
(member)/$4 (non-member) 


SAPPHIRE RESTAURANT 
AND LOUNGE Tapas Tuesday: 
popular house beats with DJ 
Kevin Wong 


SPORTSWORLD ROLLER 
SKATING DISCO Retro night 
music flash backs from the ‘50s 


BAR 9640-142 St, 451-8890 


JEKYLL AND HYDE PUB 
10610-100 Ave, 426-5381 


JJ'S PUB 13160-118 Ave, 
489-7452 


JULIAN'S PIANO BAR 
Chateau Louis Hotel, 11727 
Kingsway Ave, 732-4583 


KAS BAR 10444-82 Ave, 433. 
6758 


KINGSKNIGHT PUB 9721-34 
Ave, 318-6829 


LB.'S PUB 23 Akins Dr, St 
Albert, 460-9100 


LEGENDS PUB 6104-172 St 
481-2786 


LEVEL 2 LOUNGE 11607 
Jasper Ave, 2nd Fl, 447-4495 


McDOUGALL UNITED 
CHURCH Banquet пай, 101 Si 
one block south Jasper Ave. 
458-4864 

METRO CLUB AND BIL- 


LIARDS 10250-106 St. 990 
0704 


NEST МАЛ. 11762-106 St, 47 
7803 


NEWCASTLE PUB 5108-30 
Ave, 490-1999 


NEW CITY LIKWID LOUNGE 
10081 Jasper Ave, 413-4578 
NEW CITY SUBURBS 10081 
Jasper Aue. боуп. 413 
4578 

NEW YORK BAGEL CAFÉ 
8430 Gateway Blvd. 432-2009 
NORTH GLENORA COMMU- 
NITY LEAGUE 13535-1094 Ave 


ОВУВМЕЗ 10615-82 Ave 414 
6766 


GO CONNORS IRISH PUB 2012. 
BB Ave. 489-8155 


"BOs. 70s "BOs and "90s: 7pm- 
12 midnight. SS/$4 (rentals) 
VELVET UNDERGROUND 
Youth Beat: hip hop, electro, 
indie rock, dance punk, funk 
with DJ Cadence Weapon: no 
minors: 9pm (door); $2 


WUNDERBAR Hipster Twister 
with Twister Board and DJs 


ARDEN THEATRE Gordie 
Sampson (singar/songwriter), 
Karla Anderson, 7:30pm: $22 50 
at TicketMaster, Arden Theatre 


ATLANTIC TRAP AND GILL 
Üpen mic with Duff Robison; 
Bpm 

BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE The 
Guaranteed, Jeff Stuart: по 
Cover 


DINWOODIE LOUNGE Theory 
Of A Deadman, guests, 7pm 
(door); $25 (adv) at 
Ticketmaster, HUB, SUB, CAB, 
ETLC info desks, Power Plant 


JULIAN'S PIANO BAR Dennis 
Plays Favourites; 7:30-10:30pm 
KINGSKNIGHT PUB 
Buckcherry, Program The Dead 
no minors; 7pm (doar): $16.05 at 
TicketMaster 


LEVEL 2 LOUNGE Open Mic 


METRO CLUB AND 
BILLIARDS The Metro World 
Beat Band with Enrirque 


NORTH GLENORA 
COMMUNITY LEAGUE 
Northem Bluegrass Circle Music 
Society bluegrass jam; 7:30pm 
O'BYANE'S Chris Wynters and 
friends; 9:30pm. 


RED'S Relient K, Rocket 
Summer. Maxeen, all ages 
event. 7pm (door). Врт (show) 
$17.50 (adv) at Megatunes. 
UnionEvents.com, TicketMaster 


ONE ON WHYTE 10544-82 
Ave, 437-7699 

ORLANDO'S III 6104-104 St, 
988-5457 

OVERTIME BOILER AND 


TAPROOM South Whitemud 
Crossing, 106 St, 485-1717 


POWER PLANT U of A 
Campus, 492-3101 

QUEEN ALEXANDRA 
COMMUNITY HALL 10425 
Unrversity Avo 

RED'S WEM Phase 10, 491-6420 
RED STAR 10534 Jasper Ave, 
428-0825 

RENDEZVOUS 10108-149 Sı. 
414-1877 

RIGOLETTO'S CAFÉ 10059-108 
RIVERDALE HALL 9731-100 
hve 

ROBERTSON-WESLEY — 
UNITED CHURCH 10209-12 

St. 732-1282 

THE ROOST 10345 
3150 

ROSEBOWL 10111517 St 487 
7589 
ROSSDALE НАЦ 10725-95 
Аме, 429-2624 


RUM JUNGLE Phase 2. upper 
level WEM, 4% 9494 


SAPPHIRE RESTAURANT 
AND LOUNGE Wine for. 437 
231/719-1625 


SAVOY 10401-87 Ave, 436-0373 


SIDETRACK CAFE 10333-1127 
St 427.1528 

ROLLER DISCO 17710-104 St 
47619 


STANDARD 5107-104 Si. 438- 


104 St. 425 


| 
| 


ROSSDALE COMMUNITY 
HALL Little Flower open stage 
hosted by Brian Gregg. 8pm 


SIDETRACK CAFÉ 
Radiovacana, Alana Levandoski, 
Steve Dawson; врт. $8 (door) 


URBAN LOUNGE Tango Sierra 
WILD WEST SALOON Robert 
Rowan 


CLASSICAL 


McDOUGALL UNITED 
CHURCH Amelia Kaminski and 
Randy Reichardt (Celtic fiddle 
and guitar); 12:10 to 12:50; free 


DJS 


| BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE 
| Glitter Gulch: with DJ Buster 
| Friendly; no cover 


| BUDDY'S Gurl: Gone Wild 

| Midnite: with DJ Eddy 

| Toonflash, Mia Fellow, Ashley 
Love. Yohko Oh-no, guests 


| ESCAPE Wild on Wednesday 


GINGUR SKY LOUNGE Electric 
Wednesday. Bo Dangles; no 
minors, Spm (door), no cover 


| LEGENDS PUB Hip hop/R&B 
with DJ Spincycle 


| NEW CITY LIKWID LOUNGE 
Garage Rockabilly: with DJ 
| Seizures 


RED STAR Funk n’ Soul: funk 
Soul, disco, nu jazz, reggae, hip 
hop with Cool Curt, Yuri, Junior 
Brown, REmo 


THE ROOST Amateur Strip 
Weena Luv, Sticky Vicky with 
DJ Alvaro; $1 (mamber)/$4 
(non-member) 


STANDARD Wednesday Gone 
Wild Feat: with DJ Nestor 
Delano 


| 

| STARUTE ROOM Lushious 

| Wednesdays. retro alternative 
dance with DJ Jason: по 
minors; 9pm (door), $4 


| VELVET UNDERGROUND 

| Lushious Wednesdays: retro 
| alternative dance; no minors. 
| Spm (door); $4 


2582 

STARLITE ROOM 10030-102 
$1, 478-1089 

STOLLI'S 2nd floor, 10358 
Whyte Ave, 437-2293 
STONEHOUSE PUB 11012 
Jasper Ava, 420-0448 


STUDIO 27 Fine Arts Building. 
U of A, 492-0601 

SUB STAGE Main Я, Students 
Uraon Bidg, U of A 

SUTTON PLACE HOTEL 
Rutherford Room. 10235-101 St, 
441-3032 

TAPHOUSE 9020 McKenny 
Ave. 51. Albert, 458-0850) 


TICKETMASTER 451-8000 
TIX ON THE SQUARE 
interpretive Cantre, Churchill Sq 
5930-102 Ave, 420-1757 
TWILIGHT AFTERHOURS 
10018105 $ 

URBAN LOUNGE 2111 105 5: 
433-3388 

VELVET UNDERGROUND 
10030-102 31 (downass) 
1099 

WILD WEST SALOON i2917 
50 St 475-3388 

WINSPEAR CENTRE 4 Sw 
Winston Churhil Sq, 428-1414 
WHISTLESTOP LOUNGE 
12415137 Ave. 451-5505 


WUNDERBAR 8120-11 5: 4% 
5586 


478 


Y AFTERHOURS 10028; 102 57. 
954-3255. www yatterhours cog 
YARDBIRD SUITE 10203-85 
Аме, {32-0478 
YESTERDAYS PUB 112. 205 
Camegee Or, St. Albert, 458- 

[ 


T LIVE VENUE 


www W URBANLOUNGE! NET 
EDMONTON'S BES 


8111-10551 A. 


СЯНСХ OUT URBAN DONGE NET FOR UPCOMING 


COLDSPOTEEUPHONIC 


EEE FIFTIES 


FRIDAY-SATURDAY FEBRUARY 17-18 


77721718 


E] 


SUNDAY FEBRUARY 19 


RAT Barem 


WEDNESDAY FEBRUARY 22 


SONIC 


ITINERE 


TANGO SIERRA! 


THURSDAY FEBRUARY 23 
102.9 


BAND OF THE MONTH 


modern rock 


OUR MERCURY, 


MONTON, ALBERTA 


7-7699 


AWS 


onwinyte.c 


orm 


me е 
sx. 


+ FB 22098 ""WUEWEEKKÊ 


aum CAB СЛЕ FRANZ FERDINAND 


SN M 
PLUS SPECIAL GUESTS 
THE CRIBS . 


~~ APRIL 25 — SHAW CONFERENCE CENTRE - 
| ON SALE FRIDAY AT 10:00AM > аи 


ticketmasterca 451-8000 
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FEBRUARY 17, 2000 

ROMAN'S 40TH BIRTHDAY PARTY PART:2 

JERRY JERRY & SONS OF RHYTHM ORCHESTRA 
RAYGUN COWBOYS JUKEBOX SHOCK 


Qur Mercu erci Feb 24 
Our ury 
Ji Wie 4 св release on CIC records 


e || Wednesday Night Heroes 
| 由 City Streets 
Bingo is back 

ED) 


for reals 


GARAGE, TTR 
| &ROCKABILLY 


W/DJ SE 1Z {Л RE S 
& pAN ELECTEAU 


MARCH 2, 2006 
DEAD КОСК STARS PARTY 


FIRST РА E TRASHETRIAT 


| March 10, 2006 „= 
| Tricky Wan AME 
| Iluminati | 

| Big John Bates 


ПЕ Jasper Ave. Polodium Build. 
coll 429-CLUB for more info 


FEBRUARY 17, 2006 


ROMAN'S 40TH BIRTHDAY PARTY PART:2 | 


JERRY JERRY 

& SONS OF RHYTHM ORCHESTRA 
RAYGUN COWBOYS 

JUKEBOX SHOCK 


а 
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g birthday parties is a thank- 

less chore. Baking the cake is 
always messy and eating it will only 
(е you fat. Balloons and those tacky 
e-paper streamers are expensive, not 


vironment. And having your home 
with freeloading guests who drink 
your booze? 


t the guys from Relient К, like the 
slesome Christian pop-punkers that 
are, have decided to make the birth- 


of their guitarist an extra-special ылы | WED, FEB 22 (0 PM) 
ir. The Matt Hoopes Birthday Tour 三 RELIENT K 
off on Feb 15, the actual day Hoopes Саз | WITH MAI AND THE ROCKET SUMMER 


born (plus several years), and after 
initial birthday show, the band will be 
ebrating the event until the tour 
after 28-odd gigs in April. Eat your 
out, Raymond Biesinger! (See Verti- 
ruts birthday story on page 39.) 

ie of the main reasons they've decid- 
ip put on a shindig before each show is 
ву can mingle and pay some thanks 
heir devoted fan base. 

Every show, we're going to have a 
hday party with our fans and our fan- 
b." frontman Matt Thiessen explains. 
just a way to say that we appreciate 
hing they've done for us over the 
‚ Because of them, we had a gold 
rd before anyone [in the mainstream] 


Q | RED'S, $17.50 


knew who we were. So, we're really 
grateful to them and we try to have a very 
personal relationship with our fans." 


NOW DON'T MISCONSTRUE that last part: 


Thiessen's not talking about loose women 
with even looser morals. He's being com- 
pletely sincere—in fact, the members of 
Relient K make it a habit to personally 
place phone calls to some of their most 
dedicated fans. 

That kind of unpretentiousness and 
geniality could be partially attributed to 
the band's Christian beliefs. At the begin- 


DWIGHT YOAKAM 


in stores now 


Black Eyed Peas № dwight yoakam 
mod | cam austin, tx. 


- We Be Burnin' | 
Sean Paul | 


and coming febru 


merle haggard, waylon jennings, tony jo: 


johnny cash live from austin, tx in st 


virginmobile.ca 


DWIGHT YOAKAM 


also available on са & di d 


21 to the live from austin, tx series 


on's vw album 


Megatunés 


ning of their career, Thiessen says, they 
were heavily marketed as a Christian-rock 
band, when in all actuality they were just 
Christians in a rock band. 

But now that the band's broken 
through into the mainstream with their 
latest record, MMHMM (thanks to a deal 
with Capitol Records, they're now on 
radio and MTV), Thiessen says the band is 
still avoiding the listener alienation that 
might result from infusing the music with 
personal beliefs. 

"We don't write about, like, the Bible or 
stories in the Bible. It's more about our 
faith and how that affects us in life," he 
says. "We write songs about that not 
because we want to preach, but because 
our faith's important to us. And really, 
why shouldn't we write songs about 
that?" м 


blame the vain 
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‘Try 28 tim es over ''»»Studio'begone!'-Karla Anderson 
T K CELEBRATES GUITARIST'S SPECIAL DAY BY (CHRISTIAN) ROCKING OUT 


flees back to the stage 


EDEN MUNRO / eden © vuewoekh.com Pa 
he recording studio is a mystifying spacé. It allows 
musicians to create permanent, everlasting impres- 
sions of their songs, but it also has a tendency to stifle 
creativity, reducing the music to a pale imitation of the raw 
material. 

That's exactly what Karla Anderson was experiencing for 
the first year and a half that she spent in the studio. 

“1 was making a record and it will probably never see the 
light of day,” Anderson says. "I found that I got so far away 
from the actual music. Ultimately, I think I'm a live performer.” 

After manager and co-producer Neil MacGonigil! saw 
Anderson's frustrations and insisted that she make herself 
happy, Anderson scrapped 


those earlier sessions, recon- ‘WED, FEB 22 (7:30 PM) 
vening for three days in an = KARLA ANDERSON 
old house with three experi- WITH GORDIE SAMPSON 


enced musicians at her side = THE ARDEN THEATRE, $22 50 
(guitarist Keith Glass, bassist 

Mike Lent and percussionist Kenny Malone) and with produc- 
er Miles Wilkinson (who has worked with Emmylou Harris and 
Guy Clark) manning the equipment 

"When you go into a studio, you've got a lot of rules," 
Anderson explains. "There are a lot of things you have to fol- 
low while you're perfecting everything and the great thing 
about Miles is he's not worried about any of that. He said, ʻI 
don't want you guys to over-think how you're going to end 
this song. I just want you to end it.” 

Wilkinsori provided an environment that allowed Anderson 
and the band the freedom of just playing together without 
headphones or physical barriers between them. They were 
able to lock eyes and simply create the music, resulting in a 
sparse sound that avoids the sterility that plagued Anderson's 
previous sessions. 

“For me, that’s how I love to create stuff,” she says. "I like 
things to just flow as they may. That's as close to the truth as 
you can get." w 
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ж restaurant & bar 


SATURDAY FEBRUARY 18TH 


SONIC 102.9 and VUE WEEKLY PRESENTS 
604 RECORDING ARTIST 


ARMCHAIR CYNICS 


with LONG WAY DOWN and ELLIS 
TICKETS ARE $10 IN ADVANCE, AND ARE AVA 


REVUE / FRI, FEB 10 / PANIK ATTAK / NEW CITY while some would argue that punk is the exclusive territory of misbegotten yo 
BLACKBYRD MYOOZIK. LISTEN RECO there are plenty of veterans around still leaving their mark on the genre. One such eternal teenager is local legend Roman, wh 

ETLC INFO DESKS, AND THE brated his 40th birthday at New City last weekend with his band Panik Attak. Playing a pure and aggressive form of punk that reac 
we 2592 4 back to the halcyon days of the '80s, Panik Attak boils punk down to its snarling essence and slams it down on Stage with the subi 
4 4 diis: of a sledgehammer. Somehow or another, Roman even managed to stay sober enough not to fali down on stage, but then again 
night was still young and there was still lots of time later on to give his liver a workout. —PHIL DUPERRON / phil vueweekh.com. 


E AT TICKETMASTER 
VES, HUB, SUB, CAB 


SATURDAY FEBRUARY 25TH 

STAR COLLECTOR 

үлтн SCREWTAPE LEWIS & 

JASON PLUMB AND THE WILLING 


TICKETS ARE $7 AT THE DOOR. 


MIKE LAROCQUE / mike@vueweekly.com 

ands, for the most part, 
Бег break up. First they 

take a break after a tour, 
then their forthcoming album is 
delayed, only to be followed by an 
announcement that they're on hia- 
tus and, eventually, there is an 
acceptance by everyone who cared 
about the group that, for better or 
worse, they're gone. 
This seemed to be the fate of 
Canadian rockers The Philosopher 
Kings, whose last album was 
released in 1998. After that, the 
group seemed to have gone their 
separate ways until the announce- 
ment of a new album, released on 
Valentine's Day, heralded the return 
of the band. 
“We were all just doing our own 
thing,” says head Philosopher King 
Gerald “Jarvis Church” Eaton 
"We're all friends, though, so 
we've all been in contact. It was- 
n't just like we were all walking 
into a room without seeing each 
other in eight years. Also, our 
manger had kind of been asking 
us once a year when we were 
going to do a new album, and I 
think enough time had passed that 
we all thought doing a record 
could be fun." 
The eight years since the band's 
last studio album, Famous, Rich and 
Beautiful, wasn't spent idle. Eaton 
began a successful solo career as 
Jarvis Church, and Kings Jason 
Levine and James McCollum created 
the animated band Prozzak 
With much of the group finding 
b success in their own careers, logic 
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with CHOKE and E TOWN BEATDOWN — , 
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SATURDAY MARCH 4TH 
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with KRISTA HARTMAN and CARRIE HYRNIW 
TICKETS ARE $7 AT THE 0008, 


WEDNESDAY MARCH 8TH 
UASU AND THE UNION PRESENT 
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For more info, call 492- 2048 or visit wwW.su-venues.ca 

The Powerplant is a service of Your Students Union for UofA Students, staff 
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doors at 8:00 pm unless otherwise stated 


would predict a clash of egos when 
the group came back together to 
write and record their latest album, 
Castles. 


Stated and къ 


Philosopher 
Kings regain 
the throne 


SAT, FEB 18 (8 PM) 


ышы 
ur 
EC | STARLITE ROOM, $2750 


Eaton, however, attributes his 
bandmates’ individual successes as 
the main reason tensions didn't 
boil over. 

“It was very easy for everyone to 
just leave their other hat at the 
door," explains Eaton. "Nobody had 
the sense of desperation of this 
being their livelihood or being their 
only source of artistic expression. 
We never had a preconceived 
notion of what we wanted it to 
sound like, so it was very pressure- 
free—just us getting into a room 
and making music." 

But just because they're all still 
friends doesn't mean the pressure 
is off. Eaton admits that The 
Philosopher Kings never spent time 
as the "it" band, a fact that make 
their hits like “Hurts to Love You" 
Stand out as tracks that could have 
them looking like relative one-hit- 
wonders. 

Eight years is a long time to be 
away from anything, but according 
to Eaton, the band isn't too worried 
about living up to any past success. 

"There's always a pressure to 
come up with hits when you're an 
artist," says Eaton. "It's.one thing 
to make music that you like, but it's 
tricky to make music that you like 
and that everyone else likes as 
well. The only think we wanted to 
prove with this album is that we 
always make quality music. When 
we were in the studio and realized 
that it was all working and sound- 
ing great, the pressure started to 
goaway^w 
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Ellis, please 
tell us about 


yourselves 
ыы | SAT FEB 18 (0 PM) 
= | ELLIS 


EE: | ини INI 
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BRYAN CARROLL / bryan@vueweekly.com 


ly do so many local r 
acts feel the need to nar 
themselves after road 


The tight-trousered eyeliner diva: | 
Calico Drive named themselves | 
the street many of its original m: 
bers grew up on while the 
alcoholic beverage aficionado: 
City Streets apparently chose to {ай 
a wider view of their environment 

Edmonton's Ellis, the brit-poj 
esque brainchild of frontman 
ren Labrentz, is no different 

“I was in San Francisco a couple ‹ 
years ago on an extended road trip) 
Labrentz explains. “1 was staying о 
Ellis Street, and the good vibes, cti 
ing and music writing influenced !! 
kind of music we're making.” 

Music that is currently being пез 
ily promoted, it turns out, thanks 
guitarist Kory Read's new job 

"He's the new morning guy 
at Sonic 102.9," says Labrentz 
great because this upcoming 2t 
being promoted every morning 
gets our name out way mor 
will help us make way mor: 
impact on the local scene." 

Ellis isn't just interested in maj 
an impact locally, however 
band recently recorded at Nicklebad 
frontman Chad Kroeger's studi 
an Abbotsford, BC barn with produ 
ers Brian Howes and Joey Mol. _ 

“It led to a new four song EP û 
we're distributing ourselves а! 
live shows, or through our 
Labrenz says. “Two of the song 
redevelopments of stuff of! 
original demo; the other two 507 
are new.” i 

This musical success has le 
Labrentz leaving his job 2° 
teacher, a profession ће 512% 
with bandmate Read. “105 а 57“ | 
coincidence really, but I think 04 
a teacher, being in front of peoP 
being drawn to the arts, it's al! ~ 
nected." w 
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REVUE / SAT, FEB 11 / 1 (HEART) SKATEBOARDS / LATITUDE 53 GALLERY When | arrived at the | (Heart) Skateboards art aucti; 
the end of a long, hard day, | was hurting for some noises from Edmonton's Red Medicine. Their songs started out slowly, with effect 
drenched yet euphonious guitar notes, and | sat against the wall for a good part of the set, gently nodding my head completely out of 
time with the rhythm, bumping it against the wall ever so slightly. A wall of sound built imperceptibly higher into a catharsis of cha; 
crescendo, hypersonic drumming and guitar feedback, only to crash like waves over my mind and subside into those pretty little qu: 
notes and a ringing in the ears. Exciting, yes, but for some reason | was tempted to just sit against a wall and zone out—like | wa 
some kind of good Medicine. —IRALEGH ANDERSON / ire@vueweekly.com 


Potter and his sax come up from the Underground 


EDEN MUNRO / eden@vueweekly.com 

azz saxophonist Chris Potter has 

been fortunate enough to play with 

plenty of the genre's greats, from 
Red Rodney to Dave Holland, allowing 
Potter the opportunity to hone his 
skills and learn from the masters, 
eventually using those experiences to 
make the transition to leader of his 
own group 

Potter and his band of drums, guitar 
and electric piano (that's right, no bass 
player!) spent a good chunk of 2004 
out on the road developing songs 
together before laying them down in 
the recording studio. 

"It was a really nice thing to be able 


ыы | ЕЕ I9 09M) 
CHRIS POTTER'S 
UNDERGROUND 


C | YARDBIRO SUITE $24 


to do, because you don't always have 
that luxury," says Potter. "It was espe- 
cially important with this band, 
because the way I was writing, 1 was 
trying to leave a lot of things open. I 
wanted to figure the arrangements out 
organically by seeing what works from 
night to night. 

“Ws an exciting thing for me to be 
a part of,” he continues, "because 
once we're up there on the band- 
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stand, it evolves in a way that's bi 
ger than any one of us. It's fun t 
along for the ride." 

On Potter's latest album, that 
has taken a turn into funk-bası 
rhythms. "I've loosened up my 
ception of what jazz is to let in n 
influences from other kinds of mu 
he admits. "I still consider it 
music, but I’m trying to bring ‹ 
things into it. 

"It seems like the best way to honor 
the memory of all those who ca 
before," he adds, “is to do what ti 
did and try to make something tha 
feels relevant to the time that you re 
living in." w 
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MAGNETA LANE 
DANCING WITH DAGGERS 
(PAPER BAG) 


TYSON KABAN / tyson @vueweekty.com 


Almost two years ago, the 

ugly socialites of Magneta 

Lane released their first EP, 
THS ROCKS The Constant Lover. 

Technically, the disc fell under the 
category of indie rock, but it was 
atypical of anything else put out at the 
time. It wasn't artsy-and-crafty or 
extreme enough to be considered 
unpalatable by the masses; it was a 
straight-ahead loud-rock album, with 
each track worthy of being released 
as a single, more polished and catchy 
than a Sleater-Kinney disc, but just as 
piercing. 

Their latest full-length, Dancing 
With Daggers, doesn't stray too far 
from the EP, but the trio has benefited 
greatly from the influence of their pro- 
ducers, Jesse Keeler (MSTRKRFT, 
Death From Above 1979) and AI-P 
(MSTRKRFT). 

As the band's only vocalist and gui- 
tarist, Lexi Valentine's in charge for 
most of the record. Her distinctive, 
deep vocals are just as powerful as 
her guitar riffs, and offer up lines like 
"I'm always digging bloody daggers in 
my spine" that set the record's vague- 
ly morbid outlook on love. 

Nadia King's drums, clearly remi- 
niscent of DFA 1979 beats on the 
track "22," follow Valentine's lead and 
French's bass is given special atten- 
tion on the catchy "Bridge to Ter- 
abithia." 

By the end, you'll realize that it's 
a deceptively simple record. After 
all, there's only one voice, three 
instruments and no artificial effects, 
but Dancing With Daggers is still 
fierce enough to draw blood and 
leave a scar 


top 10 sellers 


01. the life pursuit belle & sebastian 
02. the greatest cat power 

03. ог sufjan stevens 

04. spit unintended/constantines 


DESTROYER 
DESTROYER S RUBIES 
(MERGE 


MARC MORIN / marc@vueweekly.com 


Destroyers Rubies, the latest 
release from New Pornogra- 


pher Dan Bejar, opens with 
THS ROCKS a glorious 9.5-minute epic, 
“Rubies,” that sets the pace for the 
rest of the record. The tone is set 
early: the album is filled with Destroy- 
er's incredible pop-blues style, and his 
vocals have the confidence and sway 
of David Bowie combined with the 
folk styling of Bob Dylan. 

Other standouts include “European 
Oils,” which combines a wonderful 
layering of guitar with a piano part 
that sounds almost dreamy, and “3000 
Flowers," the disc's most rock ‘n’ roll 
song, which pulls it together perfectly 
with saxophone and some amazing 
guitar work. 

What really strikes me with this 
album is how the different instru- 
ments are layered throughout the 
album. Everything does not play in 
unison: sounds simply play at their 
own pace, perfectly synching up with 
the beat of the song, creating some 
incredibly unique music. 


BUTTLESS CHAPS 
WHERE NIGHT HOLDS LIGHT 
MINT RECORDS 


EMMA SASSE / emma@vueweekly.com 
Layered with banjo, piano, 
划 horns, jangly guitars, accor- 
dion, autoharp, and rolling 
THS ROCKS vocals, this is a splendid, 
velvety addition to the Buttless Chaps’ 
expanding oeuvre. 
Since 1998, the Victoria-based 
Chaps have put out a self-described 
electro-country album every year, but 


10649.124 street 
780.732.1132 
www.listenrecords.net 


06. s^ clap your hands say yeah 

07. s^ this heat 

08. standing in the way of control gossip 
09. amber сјеапаке 


05. brave & the bold tortoise/bonnie prince billy 10. v/a eccentric soul: deep city label 
get here quick on bus # 3, 5, or 135 west from downtown or the #7 north from the southside 


Where Night Holds Light defies 
monikers, landing more in the | 
tion of Calexico or Iron & Wine 
out avoiding any twinge of twang 

The Chaps aren't afraid to let 
run their course. Four songs ex 
five minutes, and the circular re 
to the chorus, seamless change 
lead singer Dave Gowans' sorta-m 
otone carries one song into anothe 
with ease. Previous criticisms oj 
Gowans’ vocals as too melodramat 
ic—too Tea Party—are blunted on this 
year's Chaps album. 

The time to avail oneself oí 
Where Night Holds Light is at or агоџ 
hour two of a road trip. The novelty 
worn off. The excitement of ditching 
the city bleeds into an introspecii 
deference to the passage of time Th 
album fills that gap in space and i: 
Buy it and get out of town. 


VARIOUS ARTISTS 
ROCK FOR RELIEF 
(FOUNDATIONS) 


EDEN MUNRO / eden@vueweekly.com 
Rock For Relief is a nobi 
cause, for sure, gathering 
Tus is OK together 12 songs E é 
purpose of raising money 
help people hurt by natural disasters 
Jack Johnson is the closest to ã 
household name among the artists. so 
it's fitting that his "Times Like These 
leads the album off, setting the tone ї 
what's to come: mellow, relaxed tune: 
It’s all good, but most of the songs 
fall short of capturing the emotions 
which accompany disasters like the 
Indian Ocean Tsunami and Hurrican 
Katrina. The people who this album 
meant to benefit have suffere 
immeasurably and they deserve 
music that challenges the more foriu 
nate listeners. 
There's no need to take it easy. This 
should hurt. For the most part, though 
it's easy, comfortable listening 
There are two exceptions to this 
rule, though: The Clarks’ “Fast Moving 
Cars" captures the feelings of hor 
lessness that arrive with overpower 
ing images of human suffering : 
Dispatch's "Outloud" accepts the (2с 
that there's only so much a perse 
can do in this world, while allowing 
glimmer of hope to creep into thé 
viewpoint. It's a nice way to finish o! 
the album, giving it the sort of weig 
that a cause like this deserves 


THE WORKERS 
WATERMELON SUM € THE WORKERS 
(NORTHERN BLUES) 
EDEN MUNRO / eden@vueweekiy.com 


There's just no way thal 

music on this self-titled 

from Watermelon Sli" 

THSISOK the Workers could live up g 
the artwork. Not a chance 
There he is against a stark w^! 
background, dressed in an old su 
his face ravaged by the years with "° 
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hands half-raised like he's about to 
оше some no-good-son-of-a-bitch 
aking noise over there at the bar. 

open up the cover and you get a 
ture of Slim with his band, who 
ок even meaner than he does. And 
ith songs like "Hard Times," "Devil's 
dillac" and "Bad Sinner," you can 
д the farm that Slim is going to sing 
song or 10 about pain and suffering. 
en it comes to the playing, Slim 
the Workers sound as gritty as a 50- 
ar-old, dust-covered LP. Beyond the 
autiful sonic grime, though, what 
is album is lacking are memorable 


) 
LAS nes, something that the greatest 


ER ; i lues players always had. ' i 

itching Workers play everything with 
pe En “put the worn-out blues riffs of 
ле This ike “Hard Labor” and “Check 
d т riting Woman," and the clichéd 


rics of "Devil's Cadillac" ("I was rid- 
ng shotgun in the Devil's Cadillac / 
ye was heading for the crossroads 
ith a monkey оп my back"), just end 
p sounding tired. 

When Slim & the Workers find their 
voice (as they do on "Ash Tray" 
ind "Folding Money Blues"), they pull 
off nicely, and they're supposedly a 
t-rate live band, but the songs here 
st can't carry a full album. 


| nobig 
hering 
for the 
oney to 


asters. ARL WOLF 

St ^^ RACE BEHIND THE FACE 
tists, 50 || ERSAL) 

These] 


tone fi 
| tunes 
> songs 


SS MOROZ / russ@vueweeKly.com 
| Its always interesting to try 
QA to ascertain what an artist is 


> оқу ing to say to their audience 
rricane with their album artwork. 
bum AÑ the case of former Sky frontman 


“arl Wolf, whose debut solo album 
ace Behind the Face arrived in stores 
m Valentines day (awww), the mes- 
age seems to be simply that Karl 
olf has a pretty decent body. 

Here’s topless Karl pouting from 
der the brim of a white baseball cap. 
here's Karl biting his lip and showing 
if the elastic of his Hugo Boss under- 
vear. Here he is reclining seductively 
à chesterfield. You get the idea. 
Unfortunately, though, upon actually 
stening to the CD that accompanies 


ffered 
e fortu] 


sy. This 
though 


to this 
Moving 
f hope 
power 
ng and 


he E collection of soft-core gay porn, 
per 1 5 pretty evident that Wolf's body of 
E he brk is decidedly less impressive. 


Overwrought, super-slick produc- 
recalls the worst of the mid-'90s 
у bands, and Wolf's obviously auto- 
ined singing (well, moaning and 
ighing) make Britney Spears sound 
gh and visceral. 
1/5 always an easy cop out to sim- 
mock an artist's lyrics, but there 
е a few here that deserve special 
onsideration. The song “Bootyful” 
5, "Bootyful") features the classic 
Duplet "My boyz are like ‘what a 
il" / Tap that, then attack and bail!” 
Ш the real gem is the title track, 
те Wolf repeatedly croons "Just 
ich the Wolf take over Much / And 
ladies you can touch." 
"S Really? w 3 
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Skateboarding takes a 


back seat to rocking for 


Subatomics’ 


BRYAN CARROLL / bryan@vueweekly.com 
his past summer you could- 
| n't open up a newspaper in 
this city without reading 
something about the local 
teenaged garage-rock trio The 
Subatomics. And while the expo- 
sure netted the boys in the band 
plenty of new fans, claims that 
they only practiced when guitarist 
Travis Bretzer had injured himself 
skateboarding left many wonder- 
ing whether skateboarding or the 
band would win out. 

Well, the city's hipsters can 
rejoice, since Bretzer is claiming 
that while he still likes skate- 
boarding, he is slowly weaning 
himself off of it. 

"I'm giving it up," he says, "to 
become one with my guitar." 

While a lack of injuries and a 
newfound closeness to his instru- 
ment are both excellent ways to 
ensure continued artistic output 
from The Subatomics—not to men- 
tion all of the extra press and 
throngs of screaming fans—none 
of these things seem to have influ- 
enced Bretzer's regular life to any 
great degree. 


= | QUICK SPINS 


= | WHITEY ano TB PLAYER 
= | quickspins@vueweekly.com 


THE OLD SOUL 

THE OLD SOUL 
(UNIVERSAL) 

Sweet songs filled out with 


All manner of crazy crap ... 
It's pleasing crap, though 


CENTRO-MATIC 

TRIGGERS AND TRASH HEAPS EP 
(MISRA) 

Its like heroin: 


You get a taste and soon you're 
Stabbin' dudes for more 


BUCKCHERRY 
BUCKCHERRY 


Yeah, these jerks are back 
Still foul-mouthed, still retreads, and 
Still embarrassing 


NGOTRONICS 2 
CA NEL: HEN DEUBM ANGE 
(CRAMMED DISCS) 
It's another stunner 


Buzzed out, primal, avant-garde 
With zero pretense 


Bretzer 


шы | FRU FEB 17 (8 PM) 


= | THE SUBATOMICS 

ee | WITHTHE NEW KINGS, 

Са... | AUTOMATIC EVERYTHING 
SIDETRACK CAFE, 59 


"I'm still a loser,” he laughs as 
he explains that his success as a 
musician hasn't exactly led to 
more frequent romantic encoun- 
ters. "I don't get any more dates." 

Nonetheless, the Subatomics are 
excited to do what they do. Display- 
ing the Subatomics' celebrated 
youthful exuberance, Bretzer 
reveals that while a long-rumoured 
recording deal with Edmonton label 
Pop Echo may not happen, Califor- 
nia's Alive Records has expressed 
interest in distributing the band 

To that end, The Subatomics 
have been hard at work at local stu 
dio Riverdale Recorders with pro 
ducers Bryan Kulba and Terry Tran 

"The first song, 'Runaway,' is 
already on the Ruckus Compilation 
and the other song, ‘Walk On,’ ГИ 
throw that on the Internet once it’s 
mixed,” Bretzer explains. “Then if 
those guys in California like it 
enough, we'll have a record!” м 


PUPPETMASTAZ 
CREATURE SHOCK RADIO 
(LOUISVILLE) 

Creepy clay puppets 
Gimmicky like Gorillaz 

But with no budget 


TANGO SIERRA 
THIS IS IT 
(INDIE) 


Every single time 
А roots-rock band makes a disc 
God kills a kitten 


MADCAPS 
HIGH 
(VOXTONE) 


Y'knaw, French music 
Just hasn't been the same since 
Bootsauce fuckered off 


ROY AYERS 
VIRGIN UBIQUITY REMIXED 
The disc for cruising 


With your closeted buddies 
Up and down Whyte Ave 


COLD CUT 
SOUND MIRRORS 
(NINJATUNE) 


All over the map 
Like Magellan or that dude 
Who killed Indians w 
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6. Beth Orton – Comfort For Strangers (emi) 

7. Sarah Harmer - I'm A Mountain (cold snap) 

8. Cat Power - The Greatest (matador) 

9. Tortoise & Bonnie Prince Billy - The Brave And 

10. Jack Johnson & Friends – Curious George (bn f 
11. Harry Manx ~ Mantras For Madmen (dog my cat) _ 
12. Bruce Cockburn - Speechless (true north) ® 

13. Gogol Bordello - Gypsy Punks (sideonedummy) 

14. Clap Your Hands Say Yeah - Clap Your Hands Say Yeah (cyh) 
15. Colin Linden - Easin' Back To Tennessee (true north) 

16. Corb Lund-Hair in my eyes like a Highland Steer (stony plain) 
17. Candence Weapon - Breaking Kayfabe (upper class) 

18. Never Ending White Lights — Act:1 (maplenationwide) 

19. Robert Pollard - From A Compound Eye (merge) 

20. In Flames - Come Clarity (ferret) 

21. You Say Party! We Say Die! - Hit The Floor! (sound document) 
22. Belle & Sebastian - The Life Pursuit (matador) 

23. Colin James - Limelight (maple) 

24. Wilco - Kicking Television (nonesuch) 

25. Covenant ~ Ritual Noise (metropolis) 

26. Twin Fangs - Street Sweeper (rectangle) 

27. Sufjan Stevens ~ Illinoise (asthmatic kitty) 

28. Bobby Bare - The Moon Was Blue (dualtone) 

29. Broken Social Scene - Broken Social Scene (arts&crafts) 
30. Death Cab For Cutie - Plans (barsuk) 


THE MINUS 5 


THE MINUS 5 


For a band who's core members 
are already pretty busy with other m 
projects and collaborations The SALE Now 
Minus 5 sure can put em out. Their 7th album, which as 
you can see is self titled, features the talents of Jeff 
Tweedy, Kelly Hogan, Peter Buck (of coarse) John 
Wesley Harding and a bunch more. 


10355 Whyte Ave. Shop online at megatunes.com 434-6342 
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CLUBS/LECTURES 


AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL Knox Metropolitan United 
Church, 83 Ave, 109 St (446-5461) • Monthly meeting * Tue, 
Feb. 28 (7pm) 


BOREAL ENVIRONMENTAL ACTIVISM 7, 6328A-104 St; 
‘every Thu (630-830) • Drgaric Roots, 8225-122 St; every third 
Thu (6:30pm) 
CONVERSATION CAFÉ Unity of Edmonton Church, 13212-106 
Ave • Meeting presented by Rev. Yvonne Racine ® Every Tue 
{1-3pm} 

EDMONTON ASSOCIATION FOR BRIGHT CHILDREN (463- 
1618) * Discovery Group: the ABCs of taking great photos * 
Sat, Feb. 18 (105m-noon) + Free (member) * Pre-register 


EDMONTON NATURE CLUB Royal Alberta Museum * 
Meeting featuring Rob Butler speaking on shorebird conservation 
introduction by Gerald Byersbergen * Fri, Feb. 17 (7:30pm) 


EDMONTON POLICE SERVICE Victoria School, 10210-108 Ave 
* Public town hall meetings with police chief Mike Boyd * 
Wed, Feb. 22 (7pm) 


FAVA'S MONTHLY WRITER'S CIRCLE Exhibition Suite (429- 
1671) * Meeting on the first Tue ea. month (7-3pm), to discuss, 
share and comment on work in progress, common challenges 
and to hear from special guests. 


GRIEF INFORMATION SESSIONS Park Memorial Reception 
Contre, 11015-101 St (454-1231, #50) * Lecture Who Am | 
Now? for those surviving the death of a spouse or life partner * 
Feb. 18(10-11:15am] • Free 


JESUS THROUGH THE CENTURIES-HIS PLACE IN THE 
HISTORY OF CULTURE Star of the North Retreat Centre, ЗА St. 
Vital Ave, St. Albert (459-5511) ® Lecture/discussion facilitated 
by David Goa • Feb. 16, 23, Маг 16 (Врт) • $89 (series)/$20 
(session) * Pre-register 

OUR NORTH AMERICA: FROM TURTLE ISLAND TO THE 
SECURITY AND PROSPERITY PARTNERSHIP Tory Bdg base- 
menit, Rm 95, U of A ® Canada-Us Relations: A Contemporary 
Balance with speakers Tom Keating, Roger Gibbins * Feb, 16 
(3:30-5pm) 


RACE UNITY SERIES Baha'i Centre, 9414-111 Ave (481-6977) 
* Making sense out of race, culture and religion featuring pre- 
Sentations and speakers from various faith and cultural perspec- 
tives ® Sat, Feb. 18 (2-4pm) 


ROMANCE WRITERS OF EDMONTON Grant McEwan, Rm 5- 
238. www.romancewritersedmontonucom ® First and third Thu 
ea. Month (7-9:30pm) 


SHAPE-NOTE/SACRED HARP SINGING U of A Fine Arts 
Bidg, 112 St, 89 Ave, Вт 2-28, kmmiller@ualberta.ca ® Sing 
four-part folk hymns from the American South, no religious affili- 
ation * Every Tue (5-7pm) 


TOASTMASTERS * Norwood Toastmasters Club, 11150-82 
51430-8774) Learn public speaking and communication skills in 
an encouraging, supportive and friendly environment; every Thu 
(8-10pm)* N'Orators Toastmasters Club, 11910-40 St (476- 
5963) Learn public speaking/leadership skills; every Wed (7-9pm) 


TOURETTE SYNDROME FOUNDATION Academy of King 
Edward, 8525-101 St (1-866-824-9764) e Support meeting to 
provide support for parents of children with TS * First Wed ea 
month (7:30pm) 


VIGIL TO STOP PRIVATIZATION OF MEDICARE Alberta 
Legislature * Thu, Feb. 23 (12:15 noon) 


WADE DAVIS: EXPLORER OF THE MILLENIUM Myer 
Horowitz Theatre, U of A Campos (451-8000) * Lecture e Wed, 
Feb. 15 • $12/$10 (student) at TicketMaster, U of A info desks, 
Blackbyrd 


WASKAHEGAN TRAIL ASSOCIATION (440-1146) * Free 
guided hikn/ski, approx. 11km at Strathcona Wilderness Centre 
* Meat at MacDonald's at Capilano Mall, 55 St. 101 Ave * Feb. 
26 


WOMEN IN BLACK Old Strathcona Farmers” Market (in front) 
* Silent vigil 151 and 3rd Sat ea month (10-11am] ж Sat, Feb. 
18 (10-118m) 


WOMEN'S HEALING CIRCLE Still Point, 110, 10350-124 St 
(452-9388) • With Marianne Peters e Until Mar. 21 (7-9:30pm) 
* $10 (evening) 


QUEER LISTINGS 


AGAPE Faculty of Education, U of A Campus * Sex, sexual, gen- 
дег differences in education and culture focus group * Contact 
Dr. Andre Grace (andre, grace@.alberta.ca) for info 


BISEXUAL WOMEN'S COFFEE GROUP 
bwooffeegroup@yahoo.ca * Social group for bi-curious and 
bisexual women * Second Wd each month (7:30pm) 


BOOTS AND SADDLES 10242-106 St (423-5014) • Large tav- 
em with pool tables, restaurant, shows. Members only 


BUDDYS NITE CLUB 11725 Jasper Ave (488-5636) » Open 
daily 9.3, Fri 8.3 • Mon: Amateur strip contest (12:30); DJ 
Alvaro, Ashley Love * Tue: Free pool, Malebox, ОЈ Arrowchaser 
* Wed: буй Gone Wild Midnite: with DJ Eddy Toonflash, Mia 
Fellow, Ashley Love, Yohko Ohno, guests * Thu: Wet Undies 
Contest (12:30) with DJ Squiggles, Уобко Oh-no • Fric DJ 
Alvaro dance party, male strippers ® Set Theme parties, 
leather/fetish dungeon, free pool, pool tournament. DJ 
Arrowchaser ® Sun: Stardust Lounge with Mz Bianca and Mz 


Vanity Fait {11pm}. DJ Eddy Toonfash 


DOWN UNDER MENS BATH HOUSE 12224 Jasper Ave (482- 
7960) * Open 24/7 * www gayedmonton.com 

EDMONTON RAINBOW BUSINESS ASSOCIATION 
Network and share contacts in the GLBT business community 。 
Second Wed ea month 

HIV NETWORK OF EDMONTON SOCIETY 300, 11456-Јазрег 
Ave (488-5742) or contaact7@hivedmonton.com * Programs and 
‘Support services for people affected and infected by HIV/AIDS 
and related illnesses. Counselling, referrals, support groups, 
paigns 

INSIDE/OUT U of A Campus * Campus-based organization for 
lesbian, gay, bisexual, trans-identified and queer (LGBTQ) facul- 
ty, graduate student, academic, straight allies and support staff 
* Third Thu each month (fall/winter terms): Speakers Series. 
Contact Kris (kwells@ualberta.ca) 


LIVING POSITIVE 404, 10408-124 St, 

www edmlivingpositive ca (1-877-975-9448/488-5768) + 
Providing confidential peer support to people living with HIV • 
Every Tue (7-3pm): Support group • Daily drop-in, peer coun- 
selling 

MADELEINE SANAM FOUNDATION Faculté St. Jean, 8406 
Marie-Anne Gaboury (91 St) Rm 2-18 (490-7332) * Program for 
HIV-AIDS prevention, treatment and harm reduction in French, 
English and other African languages * Every 3rd and 4th Sat 
|Ват-5рт) • Free (member)/$10 (membership) * Pre-register 


MAKING WAVES SWIMMING CLUB 
Www.geocities.com/makingwaves edm • Recreational and 
‘competitive swimming with coaching, beginners encouraged to 
participate, Socializing after practices * Every Tue and Thu 
PRIDE CENTRE OF EDMONTON 10010-109 St (488-3234) • 
Open 10am-10pm * Open 10am-10pm • GLBT and Supporters 
Community and Resource Centre: Drop-in, use the library, TV 
room, community access computers. Join a group or take part in 
special programming * Bears Movie Night: Bears Club: last Sun 
ва month (1-5pm, TV room] • Trans Education/Support Group: 
‘Support and education for transsexual, transgendered, inter- 
‘sexed, two-spirited and questioning individuals; first, third, last 
Sun ва month {2-4pm} e Sunday Night Mens Discussion Group: 
Mens social and discussion group; every Sun (7pm); Rob Wells at 
robwells780@hotmail.com + Monday Movie Night: Movie 
nights with themed movies and discussion afterwards; every 
Mon * Womens Spirituality Group: Drumming circle facilitated 
by Kunitzi; 2nd Tue ea month (7pm, TV room) • Bisexual 
Discussion Group: Mixed social and discussion group drop-in, 
facilitated by Vanessa edmbigroup@yahoogroups.com; first, third 
Tue ea month (7pm Meeting Room A) * Community Potluck 
Dinner: Second Mon ea month (7-9рт) + Meditation Circle: 
Drop-in, facilitated by Hanne Csanyi, hanne@fyrewind.com; 
15/309 Wed ea month; Meeting Воот A; $5 • The HIV Positive 
Gay Men's Group: Drop-in caring circle facilitated by Mark (HIV 
Outreach); every Thu (1-4pm, 7-9pm) = Youth Understanding 
Youth: Youth support and social group; every Sat (7-3pm); 
yuy@shaw.ca; www.members.shaw.ca/yuy • Womonspace: 1st 
Sat ea month (10am-Tpm) * Prime Timers: Monthly member 
meetings * Dykes to Watch Out For: Discussion and social 
group; Wed, Feb. 22 (8-10pm] 


PRISM BAR AND GRILL 10524-101 St, back entrance (990- 
0038) * Lesbian and gay bar/restaurant 


THE ROOST 10345-104 St (426-3150) * Open Sun-Thu Bpm- 
Зат, Fri-Sat Врт-4ат • Wed: Amateur strip with Weena Luv, 
Sticky Vicky, DJ Alvaro * Thu: Rotating shows: Sticky's open 
Stage and the Weakest Link game second and last Thu with DJ 
Jazzy ж Fri: Upstairs: Euro Blitz: New European music with DJ 
Outtawak Downstairs: DJ Jazzy • Sat: Every Sat like new years: 
Upstairs: Monthly theme parties with DJ Jazzy; Downstairs: 
New music with DJ Dan and Mike * Long weekend Sundays: 
Betty Ford Hangover Clinic Show: Every long weekend with DJ 
Jazzy * Tue-Thu $1 (member]/$4 (non-member); Fri-Sat $4 (mem- 
berl/$6 (non-member); Sun $2 


STEAMWORKS 11745 Jasper Ave (451-5554) « Steam baths 
open daily (24hrs) 


WOODYS 11723 Jasper Ave (488-6557) • Open Daily (noon) + 
Sat Wed: ke with Annie and Tizzy (7-12рт) • Tue, Sat-Sun: Pool 
tournaments 


SPECIAL EVENTS 


BAD ART FOR BAD PEOPLE Avenue Skatepark, 9030-118 Ave 
(477-2149) * Twenty-year retrospective of posters and pin-up 
art from the late '805-'905 Edmonton and Vancouver punk 
scene by local artist Bob Prodor. Skaters in the "Blood Bowl” • 
Fri, Feb. 24 (7:30pm door, 8:30pm bands) • $8 


BEING CARIBOU Pavillion Centrale, Main Bldg. faculte St. 
Jean, 8406 Мапе-Аппе Gaboury * Featuring an opening 
address by Helene Walsh followed by the film screening of 
Being Canbou and an address (in French) by Denis Gignac * 
Thu, Feb. 23 (7:15pm doors, 7:30pm start) • Donation 


BLACK HISTORY MONTH www.nbccedmonton.org (425-0319) 
Hellenic Canadian Community Hall, 10450-116 St; Taste of 
Africa and Caribbean; Sat, Feb. 18 (2:30-11:30pm); $2 


COPS FOR CANCER (437-8414) * Newcap Radio Stage, 
Phase 3. WEM; fundraiser for the Canadian Cancer Society; Feb. 
16-18 • Mayfield Inn, Grand Ballroom; auction and dance: 
Sat, Feb. 18 {silent auction/cocktails: 5:30pm, dinner: 7pm, live 
auction to follow]; $50 


DINNER AND A MOVIE AT RUTHERFORD HOUSE Rutherford 
House, 11153 Saskatchewan Dr (422-2697) • A three-course 
meal, complimentary film К Happened One Might, a nibbles 
break and entertainment from interesting characters. Service 
starts • Sat, Feb. 18 (6:30pm) ® 535/регвол 


FAMILY AND NATIONAL HERITAGE DAY Canadian 
Petroleum Interpretive Centre, Leduc # 1 Discovery Well, 10min 
west of Edmonton Intemational Airport, junction of hwy 19 and 
60 (1-866-987-4323/987-4323] • Family Day celebration • 
Mon, Feb. 20 (Зат-5рт) 


FAMILY DAY AT THE LEGISLATURE Legislature grounds, 
wwwassembly.ab.ca • Tours, speakers, wagon rides and 
entertainment • Mon, Feb. 20 (noon-4pm] 

MARIA DUNN BENEFIT FOR CHOICE Cosmopolitan Music 
Society, 8426 Gateway Blvd (425-1757) * Folk music by Maria 
Dunn, and a live and silent auction • Sat, Feb. 25 (Врт) • $25 
(adv) at TIX on the Square, proceeds will support sexual health 


ойе әри прав Hemet богато for; 
MURDER MYSTERY: SWEET REVENGE Prosper Расе 
Clubhouse, 2nd Н, 10584-108 St (425-7861) © Murder oe . 
dinner theatre • Thu, Feb. 23 (брт dinner, 7pm show) « 
(234/525 (door) 

65 Ave e Sat, Feb. 18 (12:30-5:30pm] 


ONE Unity Church of Edmonton, 132 St, 106 Ave (313-642, В 
Movie presented by Unity of Edmonton • Fri, Feb 24 $ 
26, Маг. 5 [7pm] • $12 


ONE WORLD WORSHIP St. Andrews United Church у 
St(452-4454] © For worship through the melodies. texts = 
rhythms of the world-wide Christian community, especcaiiy 
South-Central America and Africa • Feb. 18 (6:30pm) 
PROJECT Н.О.РЕ. AND GLOBAL PROJECTS Sidetracs < 
10333-112 St (421-1326) • Fundraiser featuring music by F 
O'clock Charlie, and Fractal Pattern * Feb. 16 (Врт) • 
(294/13 (door) • Proceeds to building a school in Solo 
Guatemala 


SACRED STORY FESTIVAL Haar Theatre, MacEwan Col 
10045-155 St (481-8400) * Stories and mythology о! dive 
cultures and religions featuring a 50-voice choir, Chinese 
ing, and an audiovisual presentation ® Sat, Feb. 25 (7pm) + 
[adultl/S8 (child/senior) 

SILVER SKATE FESTIVAL Hawrelak Park, www silversk 
tival.org (420-1757) ® Rent free speed skates, go skat. 
the Baron, try sledge hockey, watch the ice dancers and 
free sleigh ride ® Feb. 18-19 • Tickets available at TIX 
Square, fundraiser for the Children’s Ability Fund 


THE SLUMBER PARTY Delta Hotel, Edmonton Centre 
Conference Centre, 10222-102 St (428.5847) e Absolute к 
Discplays, show by the the Imperial Sovereign Court of th 
Rose, DJ Outtawak, and DJ Schizo • Sat, Feb. 18 (9pm) « 
at B and D Emporium (Dress code: sleepwear, fetish, unifor 
leather, latex, formalwear or all-black) 

TASTE OF AFRICA AND CARIBBEAN Hellenic-Canacia 
10450-116 St (425-0319) ® Food, arts and crafts, books fr 
Aftrica and the Caribbean. Featuring dancers and dumme 
music and domino tournament * Sat, Feb. 18 {2:30-11 30p 
52 


KARAOKE 1 


AVENUE PIZZA 8519-112 St (432-0536) © Every Thu (93 


B-STREET 11818-111 Ave (414-0545) 。 Every Wed-Sun ( 
with Brad Scott 

BANKERS PUB 16753-100 St (405-5440) * Every Fri 6 
Тат) * Every Sun (Bpm-midnight]: with Off-Key Entertainme 
BLIND PIG PUB AND GRILL 32 St. Anne Street, St. Alp- 
418-6332 * Every Thu * Every Wed: name that tune 
CAMELOT SPORTS BAR 10231-95 St (425-4298) • Every 
(8рт-12]: Hosted by Jeannie 


CEILI'S IRISH PUB 10338-109 St (426-5555) • Every Sat 
Jameoke 


CHRISTOPHER'S PARTY PUB 37 Millboume Rd * Every T 
(Врт) with Sonia Prosound 

DOYLE'S PUB 2619-151 Ave (473-1961) * Every Fri/Sa 
(3:30pm) 

ECCO PUB 9605-65 Ave • Every Mon (Spm): with Sonia, 
Prosound Productions 

FRANCO'S 14059 Victoria Trail (478-4636) e Every Thu (8-12 
Fri-Sat (10pm-2:30am]: with Debra-Fae 
FUNKY BUDDHA ON WHYTE АМЕ 10341-82 Ave (433-967 
Every Sun: Karaoke Night 


GAS PUMP 10166-114 St (488-4841) * Every Tue/Wed (9p 


HOLIDAY INN 4520-76 Ave * Every Thu (8:30pm): with 
Prosound Productions 


JAMMERS PUB 11948-127 Ave (451-8779) * Every Mon ( 
11pm}: hosted by Peggy Sue 


LAKEVIEW PUB 18, 9104-179 Ave * Every Sat (Эрт 
with Off-Key Entertainment 


M0J0'S Best Western Hotel, Fort Saskatchewan * Ev 
(9:30pm): with Sonia, Prosound Productions 


O'CONNORS IRISH PUB 9013-88 Ave (469-8165) * Е 
(9рт-Тат) 

PICARDS PUB 10725-104 Ave (428-4386) * Every Fn (4; 
hosted by Chris. 


ROSARIO KARAOKE CENTRAL 11715-108 Ave (47-4727 * 
Nightly (9:30pm): with Dave and Ed 


ROSE AND CROWN 10235-101 St • Every Sun (3pm) 5 
‘Sonia Prosound Productions 


ROSIE'S BAR AND GRILL • Downtown, 10604-101 
3499}; every Mon-Sat (9pm); Sun (7pm): with Ruth * Hig) 
10315-124 St (482-1600); daily (9:30pm) • Old Strathcona. 
10475-80 Ave (439-7211); every Thu-Sat (930pmr130am * 
St, 63 Ave; every Thu-Sat (Spm-1am]: with Off-Key Enterta" 
a 


SANTANXAS • Every Wed (Эрт-2ат) 
SPORTSWORLD INLINE AND ROLLER SKATING DISCO 
13710-104 St (472-6336) © Every Tues, Fri-Sat (Jpm-mior 2 
Sat-Sun (1-5pm) 

SUNSET PIZZA 152, Stony Plain Rd e Every Wed-Sst ^^ 
2ат) 

T. B'S PUB & St, Stony Plain Rd (443-2621) e Every Fr S# 
(Spm-2am]: with Jeannie; games and prizes 
TODAY'S 5224-86 St (465-6223) • Every Fri/Sat (Spo ! 
WHISTLE STOP PUB 24 Ave, 132 St (451-5505) « БА 
Thu: with Jeannie 
WINSTONS PUB 9016-132 Ave (457-4883) * Every Fr. S 
(Spm-1am) 

WOODYS 11723 Jasper Ave (486-6557) • Open Dav |" 
Every Sat-Wed (7pm-midnightt with Annie and Тогу 
YESTERDAY S 205 Camegie Dr, SL Albert (459-0255) * © 
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GEMINI MAY 21 - sun 20) 


Last Christmas Day, | had dinner at a sushi 
“ restaurant in downtown San Rafael, CA. 
The place was deserted except for a drunk 
at the bar, me and my two companions, and 
the table next to us, which was occupied by 
actors Sean Penn and Robin Wright and 
their daughter. | thought of going over to 
compliment Robin on her work in various 
films and to tell Sean how much | loved his 
articles in the San Francisco Chronicle 


sis book And They All Sang, Studs Terkel 

ad jazz trumpeter Dizzy Gillespie. 
en people say, ‘I don't understand your 
/" reported Gillespie, “I say, ‘Don't 
to understand it, just try to feel it.” 


$^ (5 excellent advice to keep in mind as about travelling through Iraq, but | decided 
loa weave your Way through the compli- against it. Don't follow my example in the 
d, uncanny, revelatory weeks ahead. ^ coming week, Gemini. Express your appre- 

= comprehension of the meaning of this ciation to those whose work has inspired 
E may not be available until later. But you, even at the risk of appearing foolish. 
еп) + vl won't be a problem if you live your life Its a perfect moment to explore the emo- 


| it were a song you love. 


RUS (apn 20 - MAY 20) 

ar Dr. Brezsny: | dreamed that an angel 
o looked like Angelina Jolie was teach- 
e how to gather energy high in the 
and release it in the form of lightning 
It required great upper-arm strength 
ause | had to make broad sweeping 
ons with my arms that gathered the 
essary electricity into a vortex that 
jid serve as my launching area. | was 
arated, though nervous about how 
ch force | had at my disposal. What 
5 my dream mean? —Taurus with 
ose Bumps.” Dear Taurus: Your dream is 
bol of the situation many Bulls are 
ing right now. You have enormous ener- 
at your disposal. Here's my advice: 
tuse your lightning bolts to intimidate 
ple and institutions that have offended 
Instead, put on a demonstration of 
ngth, impressing everyone—adver- 
es and allies alike—with your ability 
ommand great power responsibly. 


tions of admiration and respect, and to pay 
homage to your influences. 


CANCER (JUN 21 - JUL 22) 


The mayor of Las Vegas has suggested a 
novel idea for discouraging graffiti on his 
city’s highway walls. Oscar Goodman envi- 
sions televised spectacles in which the 
vandals’ thumbs are cut off. His proposed 
punishment goes too far for my tastes, but 
I'm wondering if you might approve of it. 
Lately you've been having bouts of overre- 
action, entertaining extreme fantasies in 
response to circumstances that don't nec- 
essarily warrant them. I'm not saying your 
intense emotions are completely unjusti- 
fied, Cancerian, nor do | recommend that 
you repress them. I'm simply asking you to 
let some time pass before you take action 
on your feelings. 


LEO Qu. 23 - aus 22) 

An executive at the UK's biggest pharma- 
ceutical company admitted that most pre- 
scription medicines aren't very effective. 
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CLASSES 


Always wanted to be a Martial Artist? 
Мог-Опе Family Bates. Call Northern River Karate 
School 707-3693 for a free class! 
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B Dodge Van, semi-camperized, extended, raised 
roof. Running condition. $500 as is, 
where is. 454-2313. 


HELP WANTED 


ted full-time bartender. Must be trustworthy, 
petic, flexible and friendly. Some experience pre- 
ferred. Reply to Wunderbar. Chris 436-2286 


* Students 
* Homemakers 
Welcome 


vers wanted: $15+/hr, Wed (night). Thu (дау), 
Must have mini-van or truck. Looking for reli- 
able, responsible person. Ph 907-0570. 


Call 702-5519 


€ Online/Correspondence 
1-888-270-2941 
FREE Info Seminar ^ Overseas Job 
Ti 7| 
Lo cdi Guaranteed! 
(Calgary Trail Southbound 


jp omens фазная 
KUU SF commas 


pee or АЖ work in 30 
or 50 per cent of the people,” said Allen 
Roses of GlaxoSmithKline. His explanation: 
Many patients have idiosyncratic genes 
that prevent the medicines from function- 
ing as they were designed to. In my opin- 
ion, Leo, there's a similar principle at work 
regarding just about everything that con- 
ventional wisdom says is good for you. 
That's always important to keep in mind, of 
course, but especially for you right now. 
More than ever, you'll benefit profoundly 
from not only questioning authorities and 
experts, but giving them the third degree. 


VIRGO (nuc 23 - sp 22) 

The elegant, shimmering fabric known as 
silk is obtained from the cocoon of a 
worm larva. Typically the cocoon is 
dunked in boiling water to kill the pupa 
inside before it can chew its way out 
Another precious material with gross ori- 
gins is ambergris. It's a foul-smelling 
excrement that sperm whales vomit. 
After years of exposure to the sun while 
floating on the ocean, it transforms into 
an aromatic, waxy substance that's used 
as a major ingredient in perfume. Silk and 
ambergris are your personal power sym- 
bols in the coming weeks, Virgo. | predict 
that you'll turn crap into treasure. 


LIBRA (se 23 - acr 22) 

"Mirrors should think longer before they 
reflect,” said French filmmaker Jean 
Cocteau. That's especially true for you this 
week, Libra. You shouldn't automatically 
believe every bit of feedback about your- 
self that comes your way, from mirrors or 
any other source. Be skeptical of every 
image that people have of you, and don't 
sit there passively while they barrage you 
with their expectations. In order to further 


HELP WANTED 


CHANGE YOUR LIFE! TRAVEL, TEACH ENGLISH 
We train you to teach. 1000's of jobs around 
the world. Next in-class or ONLINE by 
correspondence. Jobs guaranteed. 7712-104 St. Call 
for Free info pack 1-888-270-2941 


— MASSAGE THERAPY _ 


If you're tired of insufficient therapies call Heidi @ 
483-1658. Therapeutic massage Licence: 7439417 
0017439415-001 


MUSICAL INSTRUCTION _ 


MODAL MUSIC INC. 
221-3116 
Music Instruction for guitar, bass, drums. 
and percussion. 

Private instruction: focus on individual! 
Professional, caring instructors 
with music degrees 
Quality music instruction since 1981 


SERVICES 


STUDIOS FOR RENT 


Artist Studios & Storage Space for rent. 
200-500 SF. Great Downtwon location at the Great 
West Saddlery Bldg, 10137-104 St 
Call Mike 429-4092 


WORKSHOPS 


Voice Over-Radio Announcer 


Stand-up Comedy-Copywriting 
Workshops. Learn from the pro's 
Call & sign up now 944-1686 


www.sharkbytes-studios.com 


upgrade your integrity (a project | hope 
you're in the midst of), you may have to 
make yourself immune, at least temporar- 
ily, to what everyone thinks of you. 


SCORPIO (ост 23 - Nov 21) 


Imagine that you're a circus acrobat 
whose specialty is working high in the air. 
You're skilled at swinging from one tra- 
peze to another. You have utmost confi- 
dence in your timing and concentration 
and grip, so that when you let go of one 
bar and are flying toward the next, there's 
no doubt you'll make it. | believe that your 
life has now brought you to a transition 
thats metaphorically similar to the 
moment of being in between trapezes. 
Don't think too hard as you soar across the 
abyss: trust your instincts 


SAGITTARIUS (мом 22 - n 21) 


Sagittarian Shirley Chisholm was the first 
black woman elected to Congress. One of 
Chisholm's most famous exploits was her 
Visit to segregationist politician George 
Wallace in the hospital after he was shot 
Her supporters complained that she was 
consorting with the enemy, but years later it 
paid off. Wallace helped her win the votes 
of southern congressmen when she spon 
sored legislation to give domestic workers а 
minimum wage. Be like Chisholm this 
week, Sagittarius: Even as you open your 
big mouth to articulate controversial truths 
reach out to those who disagree with you 


CAPRICORN (рес 22 - JAN 19) 


Readers sometimes ask me about 
Ophiuchus, the supposed 13th constella 
tion, They've heard that it should be includ 
ed in astrological thinking, and that it 
messes up the whole zodiacal system 
Here's the truth: The proponents of 


Conquer your fear of public speaking. Join City Lights 
Toastmasters! Meetings Downtown every Tuesday at 
noon. Call Perry at 426-5882 for detail 


REAL ESTATE _ 
NEL a си 


Perfect for single professional üfestyte - anty $125,700. 
Over 100020 ft. of newfy decorated living space in this 
242 bagrm upgraded,character home. Bonus of double 
(garage, low tances, central locution (2mins. to LAT). Why 
rent when you can own for lows than $70 тои (oac). 
CONTACT: RENE BLADON, REMAX RIVER CITY 
PAGER: 439-7000 • CELL: 984-0095 


FOR SALE 


NORWOOD 
8427-115 Ave. 


excellent condition, 

2 bedroom bungalow. Hardwood 
floors, large living room, 
bedroom and bath in basement. 
Steel fence. $118,500. 


486-0963, 454-8185 


ARTIST TO ARTIST — 


ARTIST/NON PROFIT CLASSIFIEDS 
Need a volunteer? Forming an acting troupe? Want 
someone to jam with? Place up to 20 words FREE, 
providing the ad is non-profit. 
Ads of more than 20 words subject to regulat price or 
cruel editing. Free ads must be submitted in writing, in 
person or by fax. Duplicate ads will not be published, 


Ophiuchus are self-described debunkers 
who hate astrology. Furthermore, they 
haven't actually taken the trouble to edu- 
cate themselves about the ancient art. If 
they did even a smattering of honest inves- 
tigation, they'd see how irrelevant their 
theory is. Let this serve as a cautionary 
tale, Capricorn. Right now it's crucial that 
you get your facts straight before critiquing 
anyone. Make sure that those who want to 
analyze you do the same. And beware of 
red herrings, straw men, and fool's gold 


AQUARIUS uan 20 - FE 10) 


Fashion designer Ennio Capasa was asked 
if he found his work difficult. "If it wasn't 
difficult | wouldn't enjoy it,” he replied. 
That's the kind of activity you will special- 
ize in during the coming week, Aquarius. 
The more it stretches your capacity and 
forces you to dig deaper into yourself for 
stamina and willpower and resourceful 
fess, the happier you'll be—and the more 
successful, tuo 


PISCES (res 19 - MAR 20) 


Life is stark at the U.S. Navy base in 
Guantanamo Bay, even for the people who 
aren't imprisoned there. Newsday reports 
that there are 23 men for every woman 
among the 2,800 free Americans. Raccoon 
sized rats are fixtures in the local wildlife. 
The border between the base and the rest 
of Cuba is littered with underground mines 
In recent months, however, a few luxuries 
have begun to arrive. There’s now a 
Starbucks, a Pizza Hut, and a miniature golf 
course. | don't want to make light of the sit 
uation, but | do want these new develop 
ments to serve as a metaphor for you 
Whats the most desolate, forbidding area 
of your psyche? Build the equivalent of a 
miniature golf course there. w 


except by mistake. Free ads will run for four weeks, if 
you want to renew or cancel please phone Glenys at 
126-1996/fax 426-2889/e-m office@vueweekly.com or 
irop it off at 10303-108 St. Deadline is noon the 
Tuesday before publication. Placement will depend 
upon available space 


ARTIST ТО ARTIST _ 


The Alberta Society of Artists: Call for Membership 
Submission deadline is Mar. 1, 2006, (780) 426-0072 
Wwwartists-society.ab.ca 


Canadian Badlands Passion Play (Drumhellar 
Alberta) Auditions at King's University College, 9125 
50 St. Mar. 1 & Mar. 28 (2:30-9:30рт). Ph Daniel van 
Hayst 465-3500 ext. 8020 (w)/455-9360 (h) www.cana 


dianpassionplay.com 


Good comedy writer seeks opportunities. Sample 
material available. Slapstick Inc #212 9258-110A Ave 
Edmonton T5H1J4 


WALTERDALE: Costuming in Community Theatre 
with Geri Dittrich, Sat, Feb. 25. free (member]/$25 
(non-member) 454-8608 pre-register 


И the HAT fits call for submissions, open to Alberta 
artists. Deadline: Mar. 15, 2006. For info Ph 451-9028, 
em: danialle@damselflydesign.ca 


THINK GLOBAL 
ACT LOCAL 


+ 8000 sqft of 214" x Зи" 


Prime #1 maple 
flooring at $3.50/sgft! 


* Ask about free quote on 


delivery, installation & 
refinishing (references on request) 


hiFax: (780) 895-240 
Хоре (O0) E 


age tc 


то wirswenay S 
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SEX TRADE WORKERS Chat live or met local gay men. Tiy us for free! 7 


TRAN oy 413-7144. Enter code 2310 
1 = DARK HAIRED, BLUE EYED, BUSTY BEAUTY WITH 


BEAUTIFUL TANNED BODY. 413-0294. ры г топ 
with a spy cam in your bedroom. Уоуеш 
ADULTS Call pepe 


Hottest Live Chat! 

It's free for women, men get 

Cal a 30 min FREE using code 1752. 
(780) 665-4444. 


403-770-0990| = — 


- OTHER CITIES 1-888-482-8282 Toe lam 


А 
TA 


“All Man, = 
nai #СНАТ (#2428) | ETE 


AON YOUR BELL CELLPHONE! 


Calls cost 79¢/min Стшве те. 
(Edmonton) 


USE MEDIA CODE: 4000 780.413.7122 Use е FREE trial 
zd 1-900-677-4444 75min szsrean 


2 TRY 


1-900-561-5555 
$25/c 


CD / DUD MANUFACTURING 
900 CDs - 51085 » 1000 CDs - "1595 


ДОМЕ PRODUCTION ! CD PACKAGES! 


reris agent peters ies ien SEA cnet So 


1۰800۰662۰4033 


We specialize in Custom Cardboard Packages & Digipaks! 


SPIN wwwsnindigitalmedia.com 


DIGITAL MEDIA CORP 


Заре ие: NO MORE LONELY 


“а NIGHTS 


(Just pick up the phone) 
Women Always FREE: _ 


че Е 702.2224 
' FREE Trial for MEN: 
E baud 702.2223 


A 
Edmonton 


~, 
m. 180-669- 6565 


|www.ashle adison.com 
For Women Seeking Romantic | B 


- Affairs & the Men Who 
M fant to Fulfill Them. 


` SIGN-UP Over 585,000 
` FREE! Ad Profiles 


| 1-866-742 -22 18 Safe - Discreet y, AE, po А 
He 58 ——— Sia Ñ SH 200 


一 - ARTIST ТО ARTIST 


Theatre Auditions for the 14th Annual 


Yon arg Aris‏ وچ چ ا 
apa kee a МТ lor‏ 


12) 


Call for Submissions: Gallery at Milner. 
Deadline: Feb. 28. Ph 496-7030 for info. 


at SNAP Gallery and 
and Silkscreen. Starting soon. Call 
423-1492 to register, info. 


Printshop in 


gg 

Call to Enter: ArtsHab Studio Gallery features guest 

artists. Incl: Proposal; 10 slides/photos, СУ; Artist state- 
ment For info Ph Tim 423-2966. 


NEW Winter Art Classes & Workshops at 
Harcourt House: Starting in Feb. Ph 180, 
www harcourthouse.ab.ca for info. 


The Edmonton Learning Community need 
stories from eqs with developmental ebte 
Info: Wendy Hollo, nal ielus net Ph 915- 


MUSICIANS 


Professional Keyboardist from Montreal, equipped, 


^w available for gigs. Blues, rock, funk. Call 907-3353 or 
davelines@gmail.com 
Singer/bassist looking for mature gui tojoin 
| a new P/T band. '50 to ‘80s material. Al 462-7307. 


Band seeking drummer and rhythm guitarist. 
Rock/post-punk. www.timgilbertson.com. 907-8034. 


Amazing Low Milage 


150000 kms, Automatic, A/C 
Very Well Maintained. A Great Buy! 


MF singers, 
ing and touring. 


Wanted: Bass for working original rock band. 
Ph Mite (780) 374 36% 


musicians wanted for record- 
audition ph Hadder 403-505-3652. 


2 female or 1 female bassist req. for orig 


band. Call Ray at 974-4702 or email 
malibadcat@hotmail.com 


Bass player avail. for (frock band. Serious 


Wanted: fiddle/accordion/tin whistle to joi 
cur Cate group. Ph Marie at GS EIE "P 


Guitarist 
part time gig. Infi: monn 
Rancid. Ph: 440-4048. 


band 18-25, 
lis, Hooker, 


Band frontman, infl: Atrayo, Bleed the Dram, 


ds on Fire. Ryan 918-5992. 


Vocali: to form a soft rock band 
pea tet 
ate players, David 490-9220. 


Need classical/flamenco guitarist bassist, ethnic 
кузы mettle Li ig. gypsy/eastem project. 
In É З 


Golden Gate бое Coffee House every Sat, 7pm. 
musicians and singers wanted, Ph 447-4357. 


VOLUNTEER 


Help broadcast news nationally for the blind and 
print-restricted! E-m: 
edmontonGvoiceprintcanada.com, ph 451-8331. 


tutors needed. Assist adults with develop- 

mental/physical disabilities acquire basic reading/writ- 
ing skills. Training, su materials provided. 1-2 
hrs/wk, various locations. Lily: 432-1137, ext.357. 


e e adult role models. Share time/interests 


h children/youth (5-17yrs) living in residential facili- 
ties. Orientation, supervision provided. Evening or 
weekends, various locations. Lily: 432-1137, ext.397. 


TRAVEL THE WORLD! Become a Host Friend to a 


newcomer in Canada, 2nd language not required, not 
live-in program. Ph Host Program 424 3545. 


Local Food Basket Seeks Volunteers 


Wecan Food Basket, Ph (780) 413-4525 www.wecan- 


food.com 


WUEWEEKLY 
CONTEST RULES 


the following will apply: 
* the winner must be 18 or older 
© prize must be accepted as awarded 


* no one may enter any contest 
more than once 


* you may win only once every 60 
days 
* Vue Weekly reserves the right to 


exclude anyone from our contests 

* no staff, sponsors or members of 
their immediate family may enter 

* the personal information of those 
who enter will not be sold but may 
be provided to contest sponsors 

* the chances of winning depend on 
the number of entries received 

© by entering, entrants consent to 
the use of their names by Vue 
Weekly for publicity 

© Vue Weekly is not responsible for 
prizes unclaimed after 15 days 


$5499 


Call 418-1267 


Leave А Message 


THREE LINES 
FOR $12.50 


SECTION rrou song: 


Don't be a dick 


(or a doormat) 


Ë 
2 


DEAR ANDREA: 


I'm not your average twenty-something 
male. ! love sex, but not unless its part of 
a relationship. | guess | think too highly of 
myself to tag random chicks meaningless 
ly. 1 do have a high sex drive and a great 
deal of experience, but the women | go 
for are usually highly educated, profes 
sional, librarian types. 

From a female's point of view, what is 
the best way to ask about a girl's libido 
and kinkiness during the dating process 
without seeming like a creep or actually 
trying her out? Remember, | don't date 
your average slut with a tongue ring and 
а Playboy Bunny tattooed on her ass, and 
l'm sick of playing T-ball when I'm a pro. 
LOVE CLASSY PRO 


DEAR PRO: 


From this female's point of view, the best 
way to avoid coming off like a creep is 
fot to be a creep in the first place, which 
unfortunately leaves you out 

| mean what, exactly, do you hope to 
accomplish by dividing women into 
“librarians” and “tongue-ring-wearing 
sluts?" Moreover, have you ever actually 
seen a "tongue ring?" In this female's 
experience, one pierces the tongue with а 
barbell, not a ring, and some of the finest 
sluts | know are librarians 

| fear that you are not the sophisticate 
with discriminating taste in women you 
imagine you're seeing when you gaze (too 
long, no doubt) in the mirror every morn 
ing, but really a sort of combo prig, prat, 
and snob, and | will be sure to tell my 
librarian friends not to go out with you 

If you are interested in a particular 
woman (and have, presumably, already 
examined both her tongue and her tattoo, 
if any, to be sure that they meet with your 
approval before you waste your precious 
time or bodily fluids on someone who 
turns out to be just another average slut), 
it is permissible to bring up areas of inter 
est, which can include vaguely sexual 
events or racy reading material 

The kind of woman you claim to seek 
however, will not be impressed by your 
presenting her with a questionnaire 
("How kinky are you?" "Would you rate 
your libido high, average, or low?”) before 
you're willing to spring for a Frappuccino 

Neither, come to think of it, is such an 
approach likely to work on Tongue-Ring 
(sic) Girl. Unless you meet your librarian 
love through the personals (not a bad 


ALLSEX.COLUMN 


ANDREA NEMERSON 
altsex@altsexcolumn.com 


idea) or at an S&M club or similar pre- 
screened venue (which can certainly be 
done), there is no short-cut to intimate 
knowledge 

However much classier you may be 
than the average schmo, you're going to 
have to put up with the inconvenience of 
actually getting to know someone. Take 
care to assure her up front that you are a 
pro," have tons of experience, and оп}, 
date "classy" women. That should take 
care of some of the screening for you 
right there. If she looks appalled, scoots 
her chair back, and leaves without a 
backward glance, she was probably just 
some slut anyway. 
LOVE ANDREA 


DEAR ANDREA: 


Is it all right to say no to your partner in 
bed? | know it's legally my right, but if my 
boyfriend tells me to go down on him, do 
! always have to do it to be courteous? 

He wants more oral sex. l'm willing 
but not all the time. Sometimes my, 
boyfriend will try to convince me and 
either | give in and then later he regrets 
making me do something | didn't want to. 
do, or | don't and then | feel bad. | wish I 
could refuse sometimes without seaming 
like a cold-hearted bitch 
LOVE GUILTY GIRL 


DEAR GIRL: 


Yikes! Where did you get the idea that 
you have to say “yes” all the time at the 
risk of being impolite? What if you'd just 
had oral surgery, or had a stomach bug? 
What if your dog had just died? 

Good grief, girl, of course you get to 
say no. Even your boyfriend knows this; he 
just has a hard time remembering it when 
both his hard-on and your mouth are pres 
ent at the same time, He wants you to 
speak up if you really don't want to do it 
so that he doesn't have to feel like a bully. 

There is an effed-up idea out there 
that we don't have to be as courteous to 
ur nearest and dearest as we do to 
acquaintances and strangers. | have, 
quite obviously, a problem with this, but 
probably not as bad as the problem | have 


with you dispensing blow jobs you'd truly 
rather skip. That's not politeness, that's 
submission, and not the fun kind 


We all do things do things we'd rather 
not on occasion, just to keep a loved one 
happy (and it's Valentine's Day, a.k.a. BJ 
Day, as | write this, come to think of ith” 
But being able to make the choice to 
dole out favors now and then depends 
completely on having the power not to. 
Grow a spine, babe. Spines are good for 
everyone 
LOVE ANDREA м 
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sidebar.ca 


